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rights based on the quantity, not quality, of the 
groundwater available, and seeks to enjoin 
overdrafting of the basin to protect tribal rights.   

Pursuant to stipulation among the parties, the case 
is being tried in phases.  The initial phase will 
adjudicate whether the tribe has reserved or 
aboriginal rights to groundwater and will be 
decided by cross-motions for summary judgment.  

If the court decides in favor of the tribe, further 
proceedings will determine whether the tribe has 
groundwater storage or water quality rights, and 
the quantity of the tribal water rights.  The court 
ordered that motions in the initial phase be filed by 
October 21, with briefing to be completed by 
December 17. 

Other Activities 

Publications 
Robert Horton co-authored a chapter in the 
recently published Global Climate Change and 
U.S. Law, Second Edition.  The chapter is titled, 
Environmental Impact Review and covers the 
regulations, case law, and agency guidance on 
climate change analysis under the federal National 
Environmental Policy Act and state analogs 
including the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Conferences 

Staff representing Metropolitan in the Delta 
Stewardship Council worked with the other 
petitioner groups to prepare for the July 18 Case 
Management Conference. 

Staff participated on a Los Angeles County Bar 
Association panel regarding drought issues.  

Members of the Legal Staff attended the annual 
LegalTech conference.  This conference includes 
substantive sessions on the impact of technology 
on the practice of law and showcases current 
software and other technical tools. 

Other Activities 

Staff continued to review Bay-Delta related 
legislation including amendments to the proposed 
water bond (SB 848 (Wolk)) and AB 2686 (Perea)). 

Staff is working with Records Management to 
coordinate the disposition and retention of Legal 
Department Records.   

Matters Received by the Legal Department 

Category Received Description 

Government Code 
Claims 

2 Claims submitted for accident involving an MWD vehicle and 
damage to a vehicle parked at an MWD facility 
 

Subpoena 1 Federal Court subpoena requesting records relating to an employee 
of an MWD service provider for litigation unrelated to Metropolitan 
 

Public Records Act 
Requests 

7 Requestor Documents Requested 

California Department of Fish & 
Wildlife 

Recent water quality data at 
DVL pertaining to algal blooms 

Contractor Shimmick Costs for defective pumps for 
the Diemer ozone upgrade 
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Category Received Description 

Property management company, 
consumer, and Yale graduate 
student 

(1) Map of reclaimed water lines 
in Corona and Riverside, 
(2) explanation for soapy taste 
and bubbles in the drinking 
water, (3) how auctions are 
used for allocating water 

Transparent California MWD employee compensation 
report for 2012 and 2013 

Lecturer at UC Santa Cruz and 
president of nonprofit 
organization on nuclear policy 
 

Perchlorate levels in water 
delivered by MWD 

Other Matters 2 (1) Request from the State of California for documents to support 
the State’s lawsuit involving allegations of price fixing of Cathode 
Ray Tube (CRT) computer monitors and televisions; and (2) a wage 
garnishment 

 


