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Conservation efforts have increased the elevation of Lakes Mead 
and Powell

Individual conservation
Intentionally Created Surplus

Interstate partnerships
Yuma Desalting Plant

Brock Reservoir

System Conservation Pilot Program
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One year operation

All 30,497 AF is still in Lake Mead

MWD – 24,397 AF

Significant changes required for 
long-term operation
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Program Costs
$38M

MWD
$5M
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Final report will be published soon

Pilot was successful

Incorporate lessons learned

Tribal participation is critical

Enrollment-based projects tie up funding

Meeting volume goals in Lake Powell is more difficult than 
Lake Mead

Existing water conservation programs create competition
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These interstate partnerships have saved 640,000 AF

Existing improvements will continue to save water into the 
future

Conservation activities have kept the Lower Basin out of 
shortage

Additional conservation activities could play a critical role in the 
long term solution for the Colorado River 




