
 

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 
 

ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

April 12, 2021 

 

Chair Smith called the teleconference meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  

 

Members present:  Chair Smith, Directors Apodaca, Blois, Camacho (entered after roll call), De 

Jesus, Dick, Faessel, Galleano, Lefevre, Morris, Murray, Peterson, Repenning and Williams. 

 

Members absent:  None 

 

Other Board members present:  Chairwoman Gray, Directors Abdo, Ackerman, Atwater, 

Butkiewicz, Cordero, Erdman, Goldberg, Hogan, Jung, Kurtz, Record, and Tamaribuchi. 

 

Committee staff present:  Bednarski, Kightlinger, Scully, Upadhyay, Word and Yamasaki. 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

 

1. Ron Miller, Executive Secretary LA and OC Building Trades – In support of Item 6a 

2. Ian Monteilh, LA Department of Public Works – In support of Item 6a 

3. Lauren Ahkiam, Director for Los Angeles Alliance for New Economy – In support of 

Item 6a 

4. Bill Perez, Executive Secretary Riverside and San Bernardino Building and 

Construction Trades Council –- In support of Item 6a  

5. Ernesto Medrano, Council Representative Los Angeles / Orange Counties Building 

and Construction Trades – In support of Item 6a 

6. Kathryn Mac Laren-Gomez, Director Division 4 Palmdale Water District- In support 

of Item 6a 

7. Chris Hannan, Council Representative at Los Angeles/Orange Counties Building– In 

support of Item 6a 

8. Ernesto Pantoja, Laborers Local 300 Special Projects Agent – In support of Item 6a 

9. King Moore, Outreach Director Electrical Training Institute– In support of Item 6a 

10. Tom Lemmon, Business Manager San Diego County Building and Construction 

Trades Council – In support of Item 6a 

11. Alan Shanahan, AFSCME Local 1902 – In support of Item 6a  

12. Wigs Mendoza, Metropolitan DEI Council – In support of Item 6a (Before item 7b) 

 

 

CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

 

 

2. CONSENT CALENDAR OTHER ITEMS – ACTION  

 

A. Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of the Engineering and Operations Committee 

held March 8, 2021. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  

 

7-4 Subject: Authorize an agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc., in an amount 

not to exceed $1,700,000 for engineering design services to replace 

the Colorado River Aqueduct’s transformers, and an agreement 

with Geosyntec Consultants, Inc., in an amount not to exceed 

$360,000 for environmental site assessments; the General Manager 

has determined that this proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 

subject to CEQA 

 

Presented by: None 

 

Motion: a. Authorize an agreement with HDR Engineering, Inc. in an 

amount not to exceed $1,700,000 for engineering services to 

replace the CRA transformers.  

b. Authorize an agreement with Geosyntec Consultants, Inc. in an 

amount not to exceed $360,000 for environmental site assessments. 

 

 

7-5 Subject: Authorize a four-year, $483,000 extension to an agreement with 

ZGlobal Inc., for a new not-to-exceed amount of $733,000, for 

power scheduling services associated with the output from up to 

14  of Metropolitan’s hydroelectric plants, the General Manager has 

determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 

subject to CEQA 

 

Presented by: None 

 

Motion: Authorize a four-year, $483,000 extension to an agreement with 

ZGlobal Inc., for a new not-to-exceed amount of $733,000, for 

power scheduling services. 

 

 

Director Faessel made a motion, seconded by Director Morris, to approve the consent calendar 

consisting of items 2A, 7-4 and 7-5: 

The vote was: 

    

Ayes: Directors Apodaca, Blois, Camacho, De Jesus, Dick, Faessel, Galleano, 

Lefevre, Morris, Murray, Peterson, Repenning, Smith, and Williams 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: None 

 

The motion for Items 2A, 7-4 and 7-5, passed by a vote of 14 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstention, and 

0 absent. 
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END OF CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

 None  

 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

 None  

 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Overview of Project Labor Agreements 

 

Presented by: Team Manager for Construction Contracts John Vrsalovich and 

Assistant GM/COO Deven Upadhyay 

 

Mr. Vrsalovich and Mr. Upadhyay reported on the following:  

• Overview of Project Labor Agreements (PLAs). 

• Metropolitan’s current approach to construction contracting.  

• Status of the Small Business Enterprise program.  

• Listing of representative agencies that currently utilize PLAs. 

 

The following Directors provided comments or asked questions: 

 

1. Faessel 

2. Repenning 

3. Morris 

4. Blois 

5. Hogan 

6. Smith 

7. Hogan 

8. Cordero 

9. Butkiewicz 

10. Peterson 

 

 

b. Subject: Innovative Research at the Advanced Purification Center 

 

Presented by: Item deferred to May. 
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7.  MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

a. Subject: Water System Operations Manager’s report 

Presented by: Water System Operations Group Manager Brent Yamasaki 

 

Mr. Yamasaki reported on the following:  

• Current operational conditions. 

• Dry-year operational actions.  

• Current and upcoming shutdowns.  

• Innovative and Rapid Gate Repair at Lake Mathews Forebay.  

• ESG and WSO Groups’ Partnering Workshop on key initiatives and fostering 

a high level of collaboration between the groups.  

• Current review of draft Direct Potable Reuse Framework criteria and 

collaborating with industry partners. 

 

 

b. Subject: Engineering Services Manager’s report  

 

Presented by: Engineering Services Chief Engineer and Group Manager 

John Bednarski 

 

Mr. Bednarski reported on the following:   

• Construction and procurement contracts as of February 2021.  

• Collaboration and Innovation Opportunities with Seismic Resilience and Dam 

Safety.  

In addition, the following updates were heard:  

CRA shutdown progress, Lake Perris Bypass Pipeline, Lakeview Pipeline and 

Allen-McColloch Pipeline; and Desert Village infrastructure, Iron Mountain 

Pump Plant sewer system and Eagle Mountain Pump Plant’s potable water 

system.  

 

The following Director provided a comment or asked a question: 

 

1. Peterson 

 

 

8.  FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 

 Chair Smith requested a timeframe for the Project Labor Agreements to be brought 

back to the Board.  
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9.  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on May 10, 2021. 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:01 p.m. 

 

 

 

Tim Smith 

Chair 


