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September 28, 2020  

 

 

The Honorable Eric Garcetti 

Mayor of the City of Los Angeles  

200 N. Spring Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Dear Mayor Garcetti: 

 

As the California Assemblymember representing the 56th District, it gives me great pleasure to provide this letter of support 

for Mr, Adán Ortega, and respectfully request you consider selecting  Mr. Ortega as Chairman of the Board of the 

Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (“MWD”). 

 

As Chairman of the California State Assembly Water Parks and Wildlife Committee, I must stress the importance of leaders 

like Mr. Ortega who have the ability to connect the importance of complex water policies to the residents and stakeholders 

who bear the consequences. If elected, Mr. Ortega would also become the first Latino to be elected Chairman of MWD’s 

board in the agency’s 90-year history.   

 

I first met Mr. Ortega during my time as Mayor for the City of Coachella. Over the past decade, I have found him to be 

exceptionally committed to water issues showcased in his help to envision and create Water Education for Latino Leaders 

(WELL).  As co-founder of WELL, Mr. Ortega has helped to demystify water policy for over half of the Latino local elected 

officials in California. WELL has also educated dozens of African-American and white local officials practicing the credo 

that “anyone who represents Latinos and takes the responsibility seriously, is in effect, a Latino leader.”  Mr. Ortega is a 

champion of partnerships and inclusion. 

 

For the past eight years under his leadership, the California Association of Mutual Water Companies (“CalMutuals”) has 

grown to represent over 300 small water suppliers in California, with many serving disadvantaged communities. “Larger 

water systems helping smaller water systems” is a principle that Mr. Ortega takes to heart as he seeks to help facilitate 

consolidations where prudent and the removal of obstacles that are preventing help to flow to small water systems.   

 

As Chairman of the Board, Mr. Ortega will connect his vast experience as a past executive and current board member of 

MWD with those of us in California that must consider the agency’s stand on issues. Mr. Ortega has a firm grasp of the 

complex world of water policy, with the unique ability to make it meaningful to others. With so many competing issues in 

California, it is essential that agencies such as MWD have leaders with such capabilities. 

 

I have the greatest respect for Mr. Ortega, and can confidently attest to his qualification, keen awareness of water issues and 

policies, and his determination to serve as Chairman of the Board. Should you have any questions regarding his letter please 

feel free to contact me at (760) 347-2360.Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eduardo Garcia 

Assemblymember, District 56  


