
 

 

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

 MINUTES  

 

ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

October 7, 2019 

 

Chair Smith called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m. in Committee Room 2-456 at 

Metropolitan's Headquarters. 

 

Members present:  Chair Smith, Vice Chair De Jesus, Directors Blois, Dick, Faessel, Galleano, 

Lefevre, Morris, Murray (entered at 12:33 pm), Ortega, Peterson, Treviño, and Williams. 

 

Members absent:  Directors Apodaca and Barbre. 

 

Other Board members present:  Board Chairwoman Gray (entered at 12:56 p.m.), Directors 

Ackerman, Cordero, Dake, Goldberg, Hall, Hogan, Kurtz, McKenney, and Record. 

 

Committee staff present:  Bednarski, Kightlinger, Molette, Parsons, Upadhyay, and Yamasaki. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

   

  None 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE ENGINEERING AND 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE HELD SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 
 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director Faessel Seconded:  Director Murray 

Ayes: Directors Blois, De Jesus, Dick, Faessel, Galleano, Lefevre, Morris, Ortega, 

Peterson, Smith, Trevino, and Williams 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Apodaca, Barbre, and Murray 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 12 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstentions, and 3 absent. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  

 

7-1 Subject: Award $594,480 contract to Kaveh Engineering & Construction,  

Inc. for rehabilitation of Service Connection A-06 on the East  

Orange Feeder No. 2; the General Manager has determined that the 

proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA  

 

Presented by: None 

Motion:  Award $594,480 contract to Kaveh Engineering & Construction, 

Inc. for rehabilitation of Service Connection A-06 on the East 

Orange County Feeder No. 2. 

 

    

Moved:  Director Morris Seconded:  Director Faessel 

Ayes: Directors Blois, De Jesus, Dick, Faessel, Galleano, Lefevre, Morris, 

Ortega, Peterson, Smith, Trevino, and Williams 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Apodaca, Barbre, and Murray 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 12 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstentions, and 3 absent. 

 

Director Murray entered at 12:33 pm 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

8-2 Subject: Authorize an increase of $700,000 to an agreement with IBI         

Group, for a new not-to-exceed total of $2,445,000 for design     

services for Headquarters Building improvements; the General 

Manager has determined that the proposed action is exempt or 

otherwise not subject to CEQA  

 

Presented by: Engineering Services Program Manager Ricardo Hernandez 

Motion:  Authorize an increase of $700,000 to an agreement with IBI Group, 

for a new not-to-exceed total of $2,445,000.  

    

Moved:  Director Morris Seconded:  Director Morris 

Ayes: Directors Blois, De Jesus, Dick, Faessel, Galleano, Lefevre, Morris, 

Murray, Ortega, Peterson, Smith, Trevino, and Williams 

Noes: None 
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Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Apodaca and Barbre 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 13 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstentions, and 2 absent. 

 

The following Directors provided comments or asked questions: 

 

1. Faessel  

2. Dick 

3. Ortega 

4. Blois 

 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

None 

 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Energy Sustainability Plan Interim Results 

 

Presented by: Power Operations and Planning Section Manager Shawn Bailey 

 

Mr. Bailey provided an update on the Energy Sustainability Plan Interim Results. 

 

The following Directors provided comments or asked questions: 

 

1. Ortega  

2. Lefevre 

3. Peterson 

4. Hogan 

5. McKenney 

 

 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

a. Subject: Interim Water System Operations Manager’s report 

Presented by: Interim Water System Operations Group Manager Brent Yamasaki  

Mr. Yamasaki provided updates current operational conditions, ensuring continued 

system reliability – CRA 6.9 kV power cable replacement, regional coordination on 

Chloramine Chemistry and Nitrification, Direct Potable Reuse Framework, and grand 

opening of the Regional Recycled Water Advanced Purification Center. 
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b. Subject: Engineering Services Manager’s report 

Presented by: Engineering Services Chief Engineer and Group Manager 

John Bednarski 
  

Mr. Bednarski provided an updates on the construction of the Regional Recycled 

Water Advanced Purification Center, Orange County Feeder Lining Project 

construction progress, and 2019 Engineering and Operations Inspection Trip. 

 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 

Chair Smith announced that the 2019 Engineering and Operations Inspection Trip will take place 

on November 14th and 15th. 

 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None 

 

Next meeting will be held on November 4, 2019.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.  

 

Tim Smith 

Chair 

 


