
Y THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

MINUTES 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
 

October 7, 2019 
 

 

Chair Cordero called the meeting to order at 2:43 p.m. in Committee Room 2-456 at 

Metropolitan’s Headquarters. 

 

Members present:  Chair Cordero, Vice Chair Kurtz, Directors Abdo, Galleano, McKenney, 

Morris, Murray, Peterson (entered at 2:45 p.m.), Record (entered at 2:46 p.m.), Smith, and 

Treviño. 

 

Members absent:  Directors Ackerman, Barbre and Butkiewicz. 

 

Other Board Members present:  Directors Blois, Dake, Goldberg, Hall, Hogan, McCoy, Ortega, 

Paskett, Quinn, Ramos, and Solorio. 

 

Staff present:  Kightlinger, Rojo, Sims, Stites, Upadhyay and Zinke. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION 

 

None 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE 

COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD  

SEPTEMBER 9, 2019 

 

Motion: Carried 

Moved:  Director Murray Seconded:  Director Morris 

Ayes: Directors Abdo, Cordero, Galleano, Kurtz, McKenney, Morris, Murray, Smith, 

and Treviño 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Ackerman, Barbre, Butkiewicz, Peterson, and Record 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstain, and 5 absent. 

 

Director Peterson entered the meeting at 2:45 p.m.  

Director Record entered the meeting at 2:46 p.m. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEM – ACTION 

 

None 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

8-4 Subject: Authorize the General Manager to co-sponsor legislation to create 

a program at the State Water Resources Control Board to identify 

and evaluate drinking water quality constituents of emerging 

concern; the General Manager has determined that the proposed 

action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

 

Presented 

by: 

Shradha Upadhayay, Senior Environmental Specialist 

 

 

Substitute 

Motion: 

 

 

Defer action on this board item for one month and have staff 

continue working on the proposal, including any consultation with 

CMUA  

 

The following Directors provided comments or asked questions: 

 

1. Cordero 

2. Kurtz 

3. McKenney 

4. Morris 

5. Murray 

6. Peterson 

7. Record 

8. Smith 

 

Moved:  Director Murray Seconded: Director Smith 

Ayes: Directors Abdo, Cordero, Galleano, Kurtz, McKenney, Morris, Murray, Peterson, 

Record, Smith, and Treviño 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Ackerman, Barbre, and Butkiewicz 

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 3 absent 
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8-5 Subject: Authorize the General Manager to seek legislation to amend the 

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act to provide Metropolitan with 

lead agency status for its activities; the General Manager has 

determined that the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not 

subject to CEQA 

 

Presented 

by: 

Malinda Stalvey, Environmental Planning Team Manager 

 

 

Motion: 

 

 

Authorize the General Manager to seek legislation to amend the 

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act to provide Metropolitan with 

lead agency status for its activities 

 

The following Directors provided comments or asked questions: 

 

1. Hogan 

2. Peterson 

3. Smith 

 

 

Moved:  Director McKenney Seconded: Director Morris 

Ayes: Directors Abdo, Cordero, Galleano, Kurtz, McKenney, Morris, Murray, Peterson, 

Record, Smith, and Treviño 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Ackerman, Barbre, and Butkiewicz 

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 3 absent 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

None 
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6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Leveraging Pilot Programs to Promote Conservation 

 

Presented by: Teresa Gonzalez, External Affairs, Senior Public Affairs 

Representative  

 

Senior Public Affairs Representative Teresa Gonzalez reported on Metropolitan’s 

conservation efforts, including the Calscape Nursery Pilot Program, turf replacement 

toolkits, new digital and print medias, and a short preview of the new “wasting water 

is…” marketing campaign.   

 

b. Subject: Update on Activities to Support Career Technical Education 

Programs 

 

Presented by: Adrian Hightower, External Affairs, Education Unit Manager 

 

Education Unit Manager Adrian Hightower reported on Metropolitan’s activities to 

support career technical education programs.  

 

c. Subject: Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 

 

Presented by: Brad Hiltscher, Executive Legislative Representative 

 

Executive Legislative Representative Brad Hiltscher reported on activities from 

Washington, D.C., including updates on:  proposals to amend the Safe Drinking Water 

Act, actions taken by the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, and the 

federal legislative calendar. 

 

d. Subject: Report on activities from Sacramento 

 

Presented by: Kathy Viatella, External Affairs, Executive Legislative 

Representative 

 

Executive Legislative Representative Kathy Viatella reported on activities from 

Sacramento, including updates on:  the legislative calendar, actions by the Governor, 

including signing three of Metropolitan’s priority bills, and his veto of  

SB 1. 

 

 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 

 

a. Subject: External Affairs Management Report 

 

Presented by: Susan Sims, External Affairs Group Manager 
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External Affairs Manager Sims announced the naming of the East Dam of Diamond 

Valley Lake for Carl Boronkay, an update to the main Metropolitan brochure, and the 

date for Metropolitan’s annual legislative review and planning meeting.   

 

 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on November 4, 2019. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:02 p.m. 

 

 

Gloria Cordero 

Chair 


