
 

 Board of Directors 
Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

6/11/2019 Board Meeting 

7-4 
Subject 

Express support of the California Resilience Challenge and approve a financial sponsorship of $200,000 to 
establish The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California as a Resilience Leader and Steering Committee 
member; the General Manager has determined the proposed action is exempt or otherwise not subject to CEQA 

Executive Summary 

The California Resilience Challenge (Challenge) is a statewide effort to build local climate resilience and support 
a shared vision for a resilient California in the face of increasing climate threats.  The Challenge seeks partners to 
commit to a financial contribution in the first half of 2019.  A financial sponsorship of $200,000 establishes 
Metropolitan as a named Resilience Leader and a Steering Committee member and provides the opportunity to 
fund grants for multi-sector climate adaptation projects that are geographically diverse. 

Details 

Background 

Climate change is pushing California’s already variable climate into further extremes.  The latest climate model 
projections indicate with an increasingly higher degree of certainty that California is facing increasing 
temperatures, rising sea level, decreased Sierra snowpack, and the potential for more intense and frequent extreme 
weather events and wildfires.  While California has become a global leader in climate change mitigation, the state 
lacks dedicated funding for comprehensive statewide climate adaptation (resilience) planning. 

The Challenge is a statewide effort to build local climate resilience and support a shared vision for a resilient 
California in the face of increasing climate threats.  The Challenge aims to help address climate change adaptation 
issues by bringing together partners across sectors to support local climate change adaptation projects across 
California.  The Challenge has a goal to raise $10.5 million from sponsoring agencies, which will be leveraged 
into funding for financial grants supporting adaptation projects throughout the state.  The Challenge is seeking 
financial partners to commit to a financial contribution by the first half of 2019. 

The Challenge will result in grants for up to 10 diverse and replicable climate change resilience projects.  The 
projects will reflect California’s diverse geography to showcase leadership in climate change adaptation, with the 
expectation of serving as a model for countries around the world.  Projects supported by the Challenge will be 
those that are innovative, replicable, and enjoy broad support from within their local communities. 

Staff is seeking board authorization to commit $200,000 to the California Resilience Challenge.  Metropolitan has 
been on the frontlines of climate adaptation in the water sector for well over a decade.  Metropolitan is a founding 
member of the Water Utility Climate Alliance, an organization of 12 of the largest water utilities across the nation 
dedicated to providing leadership and collaboration on climate change issues affecting the country’s water 
agencies, and to advancing climate change adaptation.  Additionally, Metropolitan has been considering climate 
change in its integrated resource planning since the early 2000s.  By providing funding for the Challenge, 
Metropolitan is reaffirming its reputation as a leader in California climate adaptation in the water sector and 
establishing a name for itself in the broader dialogue of California climate adaptation.  Other major sponsors to 
date include Pacific Gas and Electric and the Santa Clara Valley Water District.  
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At the $200,000 level of sponsorship, Metropolitan would be identified as a “Resilience Leader” and would be 
granted Steering Committee membership.  As such, Metropolitan would become a voting member of the 
Challenge’s decision-making body and would help decide which projects to fund.  Metropolitan would receive 
recognition on all Challenge-related digital and printed materials, and media outreach related to projects awarded 
by the Steering Committee. 

While the Challenge focuses on all sectors of climate change adaptation, as a Steering Committee member 
Metropolitan would ensure a focus on water-sector projects.  The Challenge was announced in conjunction with 
the Global Climate Action Summit in San Francisco in September 2018 and jumpstarted with support from the 
Bay Area Council.  Metropolitan’s participation will ensure the Southland is fully represented and ensure a  
statewide balance in committee representation and project selection. 

Policy 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 11102: Payment of Dues. 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 11103: Participation in Projects or Programs Serving 
District Purposes. 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 11104: Delegation of Responsibilities. 

By Minute Item 44813, dated March 12, 2002, the Board adopted the proposed policy principles regarding global 
climate change and water resources, as set forth in the letter signed by the Chief Executive Officer on 
February 27, 2002. 

By Minute Item 50358, dated January 12, 2016, the Board adopted the 2015 Integrated Water Resources Plan 
Update, as set forth in Agenda Item 8-3 board letter. 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

CEQA determination for Option #1: 

The proposed action is not subject to CEQA because it involves continuing administrative activities, such as 
general policy and procedure, as well as government fiscal activities, which do not involve any commitment to 
any specific project that may result in a potentially significant physical impact on the environment  
(Sections 15378 (b)(2) and 15378(b)(4) of the state CEQA Guidelines). 

CEQA determination for Option #2: 

None required. 

Board Options 

Option #1 

Authorize the General Manager to commit $200,000 to the California Resilience Challenge and serve on the 
Steering Committee. 

Fiscal Impact:  $200,000 
Business Analysis: Allows Metropolitan to visibly participate and provide sponsorship in the statewide 
California Resilience Challenge.  A seat on the Steering Committee will ensure input into the selection of 
climate resilient adaptation projects that will provide real-world experience for the water sector in considering 
and developing future projects. 

Option #2 
Take no action. 
Fiscal Impact: None 
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Staff Recommendation 

Option #1 
 
 
 5/21/2019 

Brad Coffey 
Manager, Water Resource Management 

Date 

 
 
 
 
 5/30/2019 

Jeffrey Kightlinger 
General Manager 

Date 
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