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Part of the  
Reservation 
Division of the  
Yuma Project 

Diverts water from 
All-American 
Canal 

6,400 Irrigated Acres 

High value vegetables grown in winter 

Lower-value, water-intensive grasses grown in 
summer  

 

Indian Unit 

Bard Unit 
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Reservation Division of Yuma Project 
has priority 2 right 

Metropolitan has priority  
4 and 5 rights 

Water made available to Metropolitan  
under this pilot does not affect  
existing rights in the Colorado River 
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Authorized by Board January 2016 

Approved budget of $1.8 million 

$400 per acre of fallowed land  

Payment for pilot costs, environmental work, 
and contingencies 

Maximum of 2,000 acres  
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Evaluate water savings of fallowing 

Determine farmer interest 

Voluntary participation  

Explore feasibility of a long-term seasonal 
fallowing program 
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Two Year Pilot 

2016 and 2017 

Fallowing in summer months 

Metropolitan payments 

$400/acre 

Agreement with Bard 

Agreements with Farmers 
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Lands must have been farmed, April 
through August, previous two years 

Participation on a first-come  
first - served basis 

Farmers would: 

Manage for dust control 

Allow visual inspections of  
fallowed lands 

Verifications made prior to  
providing funding 
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17 Fields 

509 Acres 

Fallowing Period 

April - July 

Estimated Water 
Savings :  

1.9 - 2.3 AF/Acre 
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46 Fields 

1,641 Acres 

Two fallowing 
periods 

March – July 

April – August 

Estimated Water 
Savings: 

0.9 - 2.3 AF/Acre 
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Fallowing Program successful  

Significant participation 

Full compliance 

Flexible fallowing periods allowed farmers to 
adjust their operations and participate in the 
program which resulted in increased fallowing 

Funds provided to Bard will be utilized for system 
improvements (lining) 

Water saved through fallowing 
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Continue to evaluate water savings 

Receive Board input regarding potential long 
term program 

Return to Board with an Information item on 
Potential Long Term Program Summer 2018 

 




