
• Colorado River Management Report

Summary 
This Report provides a summary of activities related to management of Metropolitan’s Colorado River Resources 
for the month of June 2017. 

Purpose 

Informational

Detailed Report 
Salinity Control Forum Meeting  

The Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Forum (Forum) held its semiannual meeting in Wyoming  
June 8 and 9.  The Forum is an organization of the seven Colorado River Basin states that guides state and federal 
agency work to implement the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control Program (Program).  Currently, the 
Program controls 1.33 million tons of salt in places that would otherwise enter the Colorado River annually.  
Metropolitan holds one of the three Governor-appointed positions representing California on the Forum.  At the 
June meeting, the Forum reviewed proposed changes to the Program’s Triennial Review report and considered 
funding recommendations for 2017 Program-related salinity studies.  The Triennial Review documents the 
Forum’s work plan and salinity control goals for the next three years.  The meeting included a status update on the 
Program activity, including the Paradox Valley Unit operated by the Bureau of Reclamation.  The Paradox Valley 
injection well is the largest single salinity control project in the Program, but has been operating at a reduced 
capacity due to problems at the facility.  The Forum is working with the Bureau of Reclamation to evaluate long-
term options to replace the aging well.  At the June meeting, the Forum appointed Metropolitan’s Manager, 
Colorado River Resources Bill Hasencamp to be its next Vice Chair.   

Development of Minute 319 Successor Minute and Domestic Implementation Agreements 

In 2012, the United States and the Republic of Mexico signed Minute 319 which included: 

• Establishment of reservoir triggers for sharing both shortage and surplus; 

• Establishment of a program of Intentionally Created Mexican Allocation (ICMA) whereby Mexico could 
temporarily reduce its order of Colorado River water, allowing that water to be delivered to Mexico in the 
future; 

• Infrastructure and water conservation funding; and 

• A one-time pulse flow in the Colorado River Delta. 

Minute 319 is set to expire December 31, 2017.  In anticipation of that expiration, the United States and Mexico 
have been negotiating a successor minute (Minute 32X).  The United States’ negotiations have included the State 
Department, the Bureau of Reclamation, representatives of the seven basin states, and Colorado River contractors, 
including Metropolitan.  

As with Minute 319, the implementation of Minute 32X will require a number of domestic implementing 
agreements to be executed by various parties within the United States, including Metropolitan.  On June 21, 
representatives of the domestic contracting parties met to continue development and negotiation of the 
implementing agreements.  The implementing agreements include matters regarding funding, forbearance and 
delivery, as well as an agreement that would address additional reductions in water deliveries to Mexico in 
drought conditions in order to protect Lake Mead provided that the United States agencies agree to similar 
drought contingency reductions in a subsequent agreement. 
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Study Shows Impacts of Warmer Temperatures on Colorado River Supplies 

The results of a recent study by Professor Brad Udall and Professor Jonathan Overpeck find that one third of the 
reduction in flows into the Colorado River since the current drought began in 2000 was caused by increased 
temperatures in the Upper Basin.  The remaining two thirds of the reduction in flows was the result of low 
precipitation. The study found that the drought in the Colorado River basin since 2000 has been in part a 
temperature caused drought, rather than the common precipitation caused drought.  In 2017, warm temperatures in 
the spring significantly reduced the forecast annual runoff into Lake Powell – from 145 percent of average in 
March 2017 down to 116 percent of average in June. 

CLE International’s Law of the River Conference 

On June 22 and 23 Metropolitan staff co-chaired the Law of the River Conference in Las Vegas.  The conference 
included presentation and discussion of a broad range of issues and interests affecting the Colorado River basin, 
including drought response, system operation and management, Salton Sea restoration, agricultural water 
conservation, Tribal water rights developments and Non-Governmental Organizations’ initiatives.  Two 
Metropolitan directors attended the annual conference.  
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