THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
MINUTES
AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY RELATIONS COMMITTEE
January 24, 2017
Vice Chair Beard called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m. in Committee Room 2-145 at
Metropolitan’s Headquarters.

Members present: Vice Chair Beard, Directors Blois, Galleano (entered at 9:38 a.m.), Lefevre,
Lewinger, Peterson (entered at 9:32 a.m.), and Ramos.

Members absent: Chair Dick and Director Camacho.

Other Board Members present: Board Chair Record, Directors Ackerman, Atwater, Barbre, Dake,
Dear, Faessel, Hogan, Kurtz, McKenney, Morris, Paskett, Saxod, and Trevifio.

Staff present: Beatty, Benito, L.Carrillo, Donovan, Escuadro-Dailey, B. Garcia, J. Green,

Hasencamp, Kightlinger, Y. Martinez, McNutt, Patterson, Philp, Riss, Rojo, Schaffer, Shraibati,
Sims, O. Tucker, Upadhyay, Westford, T. Wong, and Zinke.

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE
COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION

No members responded.

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE AGRICULTURE AND INDUSTRY
RELATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 27, 2016

Motion: Carried

Moved: Director Lefevre Seconded:  Director Lewinger

Ayes: Vice Chair Beard, Directors Blois, Lefevre, Lewinger, Peterson and Ramos
Noes: None

Abstentions:  None
Absent: Chair Dick, Directors Camacho, and Galleano

The motion passed by a vote of 6 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 3 absent.
Director Peterson entered the meeting at 9:32 a.m.

Director Galleano entered the meeting at 9:38 a.m.



Agriculture and Industry Relations -2- January 24, 2017
Committee Minutes
3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Vice Chair Beard reported that Committee Chair Dick was invited to speak on

February 3, 2017 at an agricultural water summit hosted by the Rancho California Water

District at the South Coast Winery in Temecula. Congressman Calvert was also scheduled
to speak at the water summit.

4. COMMITTEE ITEMS

a. Subject: Presentation by San Diego County Farm Bureau, Eric Larson,
Executive Director: “Salt Impacts to San Diego County Farms”

Presented by: Eric Larson, Executive Director of San Diego County Farm Bureau
Mr. Larson discussed how irrigation water with higher salt content results in the poor
health of plants, reduced yield, and lower quality fruit for agriculture in San Diego

County. Mr. Larson also discussed how high salinity in soil causes increased water
usage.

5. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

None

Meeting adjourned at 9:59 a.m.

Peter Beard
Vice Chair



