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 Bay-Delta Management Report

Summary 

This report provides a summary of activities related to the Bay-Delta for November 2016.

Purpose 

Informational  

Detailed Report 

Long-Term Delta Actions 

California WaterFix 

The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) continue 

to develop the documents required to complete the California WaterFix environmental review process under 

the California Environmental Quality Act and National Environmental Policy Act.   

Near-Term Delta Actions 

State Water Resources Control Board 

In November, the California Water Fix Petition hearings before the State Water Resources Control Board 

(SWRCB) continued.  Part 1 of the hearings addresses the effects of the project on legal users of water.  The 

first segment (Part 1A), the presentation of the project by DWR and USBR, finished in late September 2016.  

The second segment (Part 1B), presentation of evidence by project opponents, began in late October 2016 and 

continued this month.  DWR and USBR cross-examined the evidence presented by the project opponents.  

Metropolitan is participating in the hearings in collaboration with other public water agencies.  Part 2 of the 

hearings, which are scheduled to begin no sooner than February 2017, will consider the effects of the project 

on fish and wildlife and review “appropriate flow” criteria.  

Staff continues to review draft environmental documents released by the SWRCB in September 2016 

pertaining to Phase 1 of the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan (WQCP) update process.  The Phase 1 

update of the Bay-Delta WQCP addresses requirements for salinity in the southern Delta and San Joaquin 

River flows.  Written comments on the Phase 1 document are due in mid-January 2017.  Staff is also 

reviewing a draft technical document, Working Draft Scientific Basis Report Supporting Potential Changes to 

the Bay-Delta Plan, pertaining to Phase 2 of the WQCP update process.  Phase 2 will address other 

comprehensive changes to the WQCP, such as requiremenhts for Delta outflows, Sacramento River flows and 

interior Delta operations.  Written comments on the draft technical document are due mid-December 2016. 

Science Activities 

Staff continued work on the development of Delta Smelt Resiliency Strategy actions.  Staff is coordinating 

with other public water agency staff and DWR to actively engage in developing studies and monitoring plans 

for actions outlined in the Delta Smelt Resiliency Strategy.  Early efforts are focused on the North Delta 

foodweb adaptive management projects, outflow augmentation action, Suisun Marsh Salinity Control Gate 

reoperation, Franks Tract restoration feasibility, and Roaring River redistribution system.  

Staff continues to participate in the Collaborative Science and Adaptive Management Program, providing 

input to the salmon and Delta smelt studies that are underway.  Staff efforts in November focused on 

developing recommendations for near-term salmon actions and studies based on information developed in a 

salmon gap analysis report, and developing data sets to be tested in the Delta smelt fall outflow modeling 

studies.  Staff is also participating in the new Delta Smelt Resiliency Project Work Team as part of the 

Collaborative Adaptive Management Team, and coordinating with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service staff to 

discuss the proposed enhanced monitoring program for Delta smelt.  
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Bay Delta Conservation Plan Expenditures 

Overall.   

The table below shows the funding and commitments based on: (1) funding agreements between DWR and 

the state and federal water contractors; (2) funding from USBR under a Federal Funding Agreement; and 

(3) funds made available by DWR.  The funding agreements between DWR and the water contractors are the 

December 2008 Delta Habitat Conservation and Conveyance Program (DHCCP) Funding Agreement and 

July 2010 Supplemental Funding Agreement.  Prior to these two funding agreements, an additional 

$13.5 million was expended under the November 2006 Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) Cooperative 

Cost-Share Agreement for startup costs related to development and review of the BDCP and consulting 

resources necessary to prepare the BDCP.  In addition to these funding agreements, DWR and USBR have 

provided additional planning funds.  None of the state funds are state general fund dollars.  To date, 

$14.0 million of additional funds have been received and made available to the budget and are reflected in the 

table below. 

Metropolitan’s Share.  Metropolitan’s commitment under this program remains at $63 million.   

 

Funding Agreements 
   Total Project (in millions) as of October 2016 

    Budget     Commitment      Remaining 

Dec 2008 – DHCCP Funding Agreement    $ 139.6    $ 139.6     $ 0  

Jul 2010 – Supplemental Funding Agreement    $ 100.0     $ 100.0     $ 0 

USBR Federal Funding Agreement/DWR State 

Water Project Funding 
      $     14.0 **    $   16.9    ($2.9) 

TOTAL   $   253.6     $ 256.5    ($ 2.9) 

*  November 2006 BDCP Cooperative Cost-Share Agreement totaling $13.5 million is not included in the above table. 

** Rounding off adjustment from $14.1 million in previous reports 

 


