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 Colorado River Management Report

Summary 

This Report provides a summary of activities related to management of Metropolitan’s Colorado River resources 

for the month of November 2016. 

Purpose 

Informational  

Detailed Report 

Metropolitan, Coachella Reach Agreement on 2017 Water Deliveries 

On November 16, the general managers of Coachella Valley Water District (Coachella) and Metropolitan 

executed an agreement that governs exchange and delivery of water to Coachella during 2017.  As part of the 

Quantification Settlement Agreement and related agreements that were approved in 2003, an exchange agreement 

was executed between Coachella and Metropolitan in which Coachella could request from Metropolitan up to 

35,000 acre-feet of State Water Project water per year and exchange that water for Colorado River water for 

delivery to Coachella at either Imperial Dam or, with concurrence of Metropolitan, at the Whitewater Service 

Connection off of the Colorado River Aqueduct.  Earlier in 2016, Coachella requested Metropolitan exchange and 

deliver 35,000 acre-feet of water to the Whitewater Service Connection.  Due to the potential of continued 

drought, Metropolitan instead negotiated terms with Coachella for delivery of that water in 2017.  Under the terms 

of the agreement that was executed, if the 2017 State Water Project final allocation is at least 40 percent of a 

contractor’s Table A amount, Metropolitan will deliver the full 35,000 acre-feet to Coachella in 2017.  If the final 

allocation is less than 40 percent, Metropolitan will deliver 5,000 acre-feet to Coachella in 2017, and will deliver 

the remaining 30,000 acre-feet in a later year at Metropolitan’s discretion, but not later than 2020. 

Metropolitan Submits Comments on Draft EIR for Proposed Palo Verde Solar Project 

On November 10, Metropolitan submitted comments on a draft Environmental Impact Report for the proposed 

Palo Verde Mesa Solar Project (Project), a solar photovoltaic electrical generating facility that would generate up 

to 450 megawatts of energy.  The proposed Project would be located within Palo Verde Irrigation District’s 

(PVID) service area, on the mesa lands just above the Palo Verde Valley floor.  Any water use by the Project, 

without mitigation, would directly reduce the amount of water available to Metropolitan from the Colorado River.  

The Project, however, is proposed to replace existing agricultural activities, and Metropolitan staff concluded that 

the solar energy Project would use less water than the existing agricultural uses that would be replaced.  If that 

offset were to occur, Metropolitan stated that it would not oppose the use of PVID water for the Project’s use; 

however, Metropolitan’s letter went on to state that assurance would be needed that the agricultural activities 

would not move to other locations on the PVID mesa that are currently not being irrigated. 
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