
 

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

September 27, 2016 

 

 

Chair Record called the meeting to order at 12:16 p.m. in the Board Room at Metropolitan's 

Headquarters. 
 

Members present:  Chair Record, Vice Chairs Murray, Ackerman and Touhey, Directors Barbre, 

Camacho, De Jesus, Kurtz, and Peterson. 

 

Members Absent:  Vice Chair Gray, Secretary Morris, Directors Hogan, and Quiñonez. 

 

Other Board members present:  Directors Abdo (acting as Board Secretary), Atwater, Beard, 

Ballin, Dake, Dear, Faessel, Galleano, Ramos, Steiner, and Wunderlich. 
 

Staff present:  Atkins, Beatty, Breaux, L. Carrillo, Chin, Donhoff, Ghaly, Gil de Montes, Green, 

Hasencamp, E. Jackson, Jankovic, Kear, Kuo Brinton, Lopez, Mares, Man, Martin, Patterson, 

Philp, Pitman, Riss, Scully, Sims, Tubbs, Westford, and Zinke. 

  

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded.  

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

HELD JULY 26, 2016 AND SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 
 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director Peterson Seconded:  Director Touhey 

Ayes: Directors Record, Murray, Ackerman, Touhey, Barbre, Camacho, De Jesus, 

Kurtz, and Peterson  

Noes: None  

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Gray, Morris, Hogan and Quiñonez 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 
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3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

 

 Chair Record had no report. 
 

 

4. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 
 

 

a. Subject: Announcement of candidates for Board Chairman for two-year 

term effective January 1, 2017, and candidate statements 

 

Presented by: Vice Chair Murray 
 

Vice Chair Murray announced there have been nominations from four directors for the 

same candidate, Chairman Randy Record.  Vice Chair Murray asked if there were any 

nominations from the floor.  Since there were no additional nominees, Vice Chair 

Murray announced that the vote to elect the next Board Chairman for the two-year 

term beginning on January 1, 2017 would take place at the Board meeting on  

October 11, 2016. 
 

 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  
 

 

 None  
 

 

6. OTHER BOARD  ITEMS – ACTION 
 

 

 None  
 

 

7. BOARD INFORMATION  ITEMS – ACTION 
 

 

 None  
 

 

8. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

a. Subject: Approve draft committee and board meeting agendas, and schedule 

for October 2016 

 

Presented by: Chair Record 
 

Motion: Approve draft committee and board meeting agendas, and schedule 

for October 2016 as amended by Chair Record 
 

Chair Record stated that he had received a request to change the start time for the 

October 11, 2016 Board meeting to 11:30 a.m. instead of the usual 12:00 p.m. start. 
 



Executive Committee Minutes -3- September 27, 2016 

 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director Murray Seconded:  Director Barbre 

Ayes: Directors Record, Murray, Ackerman, Touhey, Barbre, Camacho, De Jesus, Kurtz, 

and Peterson 

Noes: None  

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Directors Gray, Morris, Hogan and Quiñonez 

 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 
 

 

b. Subject: General Manager’s report of Metropolitan’s activities  

 

Presented by: Assistant General Manager/Chief Operating Officer Debra Man 

 

Assistant General Manager Man stated that the General Manager had been invited to 

be the keynote speaker at an International Water symposium taking place in London 

so she would present a report in his stead. 

 

Assistant General Manager Man reported that despite the recent triple digit 

temperatures and Santa Ana winds that we have been experiencing, the demand for 

Metropolitan water remained well below the average daily consumption that used to 

be the norm a few years ago.  This demonstrates that the conservation message is 

taking hold in Southern California. 

 

Assistant General Manager Man reported that she attended an event in Los Angeles 

about women in Science Technology Engineering and Mathematics (STEM). At that 

event she was asked whether Metropolitan has internship programs, which are key to 

fostering the future workforce for many water agencies.  She explained that thanks to 

the Board’s support, Metropolitan has had an internship program for the past sixteen 

years and worked with approximately 400 interns in that time span. The current group 

of 34 interns at Metropolitan includes about 50 percent women and minorities in the 

various sciences and is representative of the demographics of Southern California. 
 

 

c. Subject: General Counsel’s report of Legal Department activities  

 

Presented by: General Counsel Marcia Scully 

General Counsel Scully reported that at the time Metropolitan purchased the property 

in the Delta, three CEQA cases were filed against Metropolitan, including by the 

North Coast Rivers Alliance and the Pacific Coast Federation Fishermen’s 

Associations.  The Federation’s lawsuit was dismissed and it was added as a petitioner 

to the North Coast Rivers Alliance lawsuit.  That lawsuit has now been settled with 

Metropolitan agreeing that it will comply with the law, the Notice of Exemption that 
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was filed for purchase of the property will not be used for any projects that may occur, 

and Metropolitan will provide the petitioners with notice of any potential projects on 

the property for the next two years.  There was no exchange of monetary 

compensation nor admission of liability.  One CEQA case and the contract 

interference case remain pending.  

 

General Counsel Scully stated that Metropolitan has been following the litigation 

regarding the new clean water rule.  The briefing was scheduled to begin this month; 

however, it is now delayed because there is a dispute concerning the nature and extent 

of the administrative record.  New dates will be communicated to the Board when the 

issue is resolved.  
 

 

d. Subject: General Auditor’s report of Audit Department activities 
 

Presented by: General Auditor Gerry Riss 

General Auditor Riss reported that the external auditors have completed their field 

work and will present a report of their examination at the October 25, 2016 Audit and 

Ethics Committee meeting.  
 

 

e. Subject: Ethics Officer’s report of Ethics Department activities  
 

Presented by: Ethics Officer Deena Ghaly 

Ethics Officer Ghaly reminded directors that this year’s AB1234 training will be 

held on November 7, 2016.  Invitations will be sent out to Metropolitan directors 

and also to Member Agencies. 
 

 

9.  REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

 

a. Subject: Finance and Insurance Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Barbre 

Committee Chair Barbre reported that in October the Finance and Insurance 

Committee will discuss an annexation to Calleguas and receive an update on the 

treated fixed charge workgroup. 
 

 

b. Subject: Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair De Jesus 

 

Committee Chair De Jesus reported that in October the committee will hear three 

information reports.  One report will describe a potential seepage recovery system at 

Lake Perris in agreement with the California Department of Water Resources; the 

committee will also hear an overview of the Colorado River reservoir system drought 
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contingency plan, and an update on the conservation program. 
 

 

c. Subject: Engineering and Operations Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Peterson 

 

Committee Chair Peterson reported that in October the committee will discuss five 

action items including a preliminary investigation to rehabilitate the 45 main pumps at 

Metropolitan’s Colorado River Aqueduct pumping plants; and a preliminary 

investigation and preparation of environmental documentation for dewatering of the 

Foothill Feeder.  Staff will also present oral reports regarding Metropolitan’s 

hydroelectric generation and the settlement with the San Diego County Water 

Authority for unpaid invoices for service connection SD-7. 
 

 

d. Subject: Communications and Legislation Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Kurtz  

Committee Chair Kurtz reported that in October the committee will discuss one action 

item, the Legislative Policy Principles on Watershed Management.  Some comments 

on the draft proposal have been submitted and directors were encouraged to submit 

any suggestions they may have. 

 

Staff will present reports on legislation of interest that was acted on by Governor 

Brown, and provide an update on Congress’ fiscal year end activities. 
 

 

e. Subject: 

 

Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Murray 

 

Committee Chair Murray reported that in October the committee will approve the 

Metropolitan Salary Schedule in accordance with CalPERS regulations and in closed 

session, confer with labor negotiators to receive updates on contract negotiations. 

 

The next Metropolitan Service Award luncheon is scheduled for October 26, 2016 and 

directors are encouraged to attend. 
 

 

f. Subject: Legal and Claims Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Vice Chair McKenney 

Committee Vice Chair McKenney reported that in October the committee will hear a 

report in closed session on the San Diego County Water Authority v. Metropolitan rate 

cases. 
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g. Subject: Real Property and Asset Management Committee  

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Camacho 

Committee Chair Camacho reported that in October the committee will discuss 

granting a 48-square foot permanent easement to Southern California Edison on 

Metropolitan property near Lake Mathews in Riverside County. 
 

 

 

10. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

 

Chair Record said according to Metropolitan’s Administrative Code in §6325(b) all 

international travel by Department Heads must be approved by the Board Chair.  Chair 

Record stated that he approved General Manager Kightlinger’s travel to London.  No 

expense was incurred by Metropolitan. 
 

 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Director Peterson reminded directors that the Engineering and Operations Committee 

inspection trip will take place on October 18, 2016.  Directors should submit their 

responses to Geraldine Walters in the Board Executive Secretary’s office. 
 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:32 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

Randy A. Record 

Chairman of the Board  


