
Special Committee on Bay-Delta  
Item 3b, May 24, 2016 



Board Briefings on Science 

What is Peer Review? 

Types of Peer Review 

Why Peer Review is Important to the Bay-Delta 

Research in the Bay-Delta 

Summary 
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Mar 2011  – New Fishery Detection Methods 

Apr 2011  – Delta Smelt Lifecycle Modeling 

Jun 2011   –  Relevance of X2 to Fish Requirements 

Dec 2011   –  Effects of Nutrient Imbalances on Food Web 

Dec 2012   –  Estimating Fish Distribution & Abundance 

May 2014  –  Characterizing Natural Delta Outflow 

Jul 2014     –  Longfin Smelt Lifecycle Studies 

Oct 2014   – Proposed 2015 “Early Warning” Monitoring 

Jan 2016    –  Review of Delta Outflow & Salinity Trends  
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Peer review is the evaluation of science by a group of 
experts 

In the Delta, the objective is for best available science 
to be used to inform management decisions 

Independent peer review is a critical step to evaluate 
the science produced 
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Science Journal/Book Peer Review 

Expert Peer Review Panel 
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Expert panel charged with 
providing independent 
scientific evaluation 

Provided a body of work to 
review  

Panel responds with a 
balanced and constructive 
review of material 
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Management decisions should be made based on the 
best available science 

High quality science is needed to ensure that 
regulatory decisions are being made on the best 
available science 
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Interagency Ecological Program 

Delta Science Program 

Collaborative Science Adaptive Management Program 

Collaborative Adaptive Management Team  

Academics 
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Science informs regulatory decisions and management 
actions  

State Water Resource Control Board 

Endangered Species Act 

Metropolitan continues to develop a robust science 
program 

Use peer review to ensure better science is recognized 

Special Committee on Bay-Delta Item 3b, Page  May 24, 2016 12 



 

Sacramento 

Stockton 

Suisun Bay 

State & Federal 

Pumping Plants 

 

Sacramento 

Stockton 

Suisun Bay 

State & Federal 

Pumping Plants 


