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Subject: Options for leasing Metropolitan-owned lands in the Palo Verde
Irrigation District

Purpose: Provide and overview of the Metropolitan-owned lands in the
Palo Verde Irrigation District and potential management objectives.
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Overview of MWD Lands in Palo Verde

® 22,062 total acres

currently leased
(Over 20% of PVID valley)

20,995 water-toll acres
* Mostly high-water use crops

* Current leases expire in
December 2016




PVID water use
affects MWD’s allocation
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Approaches for Selecting Leases

* -Sole-source

2 Coocifi : I

®* Generalized request for proposals
* Extend some or all current leases
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Crop choice drives water use




Crop choice drives water use
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Sample Selection Criteria

.

Reduce consumptive water use
* Understanding of goal
* Ability to meet target

X

Positive revenue stream
* Proposed rents
* Proposed lease terms
* Successful farming in arid southwest
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Sample Selection Criteria

.

Maintain a vibrant agricultural economy
* Active cultivation

X )

Promote community acceptance
* History of farming in the valley
* Economic benefit to community
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Sample Selection Criteria

x )

Keep administrative costs low
®* Quantity of land to be leased
* Technology for monitoring water use
* Willing to include additional adjacent lands

x )

Advance state-of-the-art farming
* Innovative crops, irrigation, or data collection
* Can serve as a model for other growers
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