
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 

 

WATER PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

February 8, 2016 

 

 

Chair De Jesus called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. in Committee Room 2-145 at 

Metropolitan's Headquarters. 

 

Committee Members present:  Chairman De Jesus,  Vice Chairman Atwater,  

Directors Abdo (entered at 11:08 a.m.), Ackerman, Camacho (entered at 11:08 a.m.), Dick, Gray,  

Lewinger, Morris, Paskett, Quiñonez, Steiner, Touhey, and Wunderlich. 

 

Committee Member absent:  Director Peterson 

 

Other Directors present:  Board Chairman Record, Directors Ballin, Barbre, Beard, Blois, Dake, 

Dear, Faessel, Galleano, Kurtz, Lefevre, Murray, McKenney, Ramos, and Tu.  

 

Staff present:  Alonzo, Arakawa, Beatty, Blair, Breaux, C. Carrillo, L. Carrillo, Coffey, Cole, 

Donhoff, Donovan, Goshi, J. Green, Hasencamp, Hirsch, Horton, G. Johnson, Kightlinger,  

T. Lee, Man, McDonnell, Munguia, Nevills, Parsons, Patterson, Philp, Polyzos, Riss, Safely, 

Schaffer, Schlotterbeck, Scully, Sims, Skillman, Steely, Tiffany Tran, Upadhyay, Vanderhorst, 

Velasco, Westford, Wynn, B. Yamasaki, and Zinke. 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

 

Mr. Brian Cizmar, Manager, Evolution Energy, addressed the committee 

regarding Metropolitan’s Conservation Program. 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE WATER PLANNING AND 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE HELD JANUARY 11, 2016 
 

 

Motion: Carried 

Moved: Director Morris  Seconded:   Director Gray 

Ayes: Directors Ackerman, Atwater, De Jesus, Dick, Gray, Lewinger, Morris, Paskett, 

Quiñonez, Steiner, Touhey, and Wunderlich. 

Noes: None  

Absent: Directors Abdo, Camacho, and Peterson. 

 The motion passed by a vote of 12 ayes, 0 noes, and 3 absent. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  

 

None 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

8-2 Subject: Authorize:  (1) agreement with the State Water Contractors, Inc. to 

pursue 2016 Sacramento Valley water transfer supplies; and 

(2) $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit not to exceed 

$500,000 from the Water Management Fund  

 

Presented by: 

 

None  

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and  

a. Authorize the General Manager to enter into an agreement with 

the State Water Contractors, Inc. to pursue 2016 Sacramento 

Valley water transfer supplies, in a form approved by the General 

Counsel; and  

b. Authorize making a $5 per acre-foot initial administrative deposit 

and disbursements from that deposit consistent with the 

agreement not to exceed $500,000. 

 

Mr. Deven Upadhyay, Group Manager, Water Resource Managementprovided 

background information.  There was a motion to move the item without staff 

presentation. 

 

Moved: Director  Steiner  Seconded:  Director Lewinger 

Ayes: Directors Ackerman, Atwater, De Jesus, Dick, Gray, Lewinger, Morris, 

Paskett, Quiñonez, Steiner, Touhey, and Wunderlich. 

Noes: None 

Absent: Directors Abdo, Camacho, and Peterson. 

The motion passed by a vote of 12 ayes, 0 noes, and 3 absent. 
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5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

  None 

 

Directors Abdo and Camacho entered the meeting at 11:08 a.m. 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Oral report on Water Surplus and Drought Management Plan 

 

Presented by: Demetri J. Polyzos, Sr. Engineer, Imported Supply Unit  

 

Mr. Polyzos provided an update on the Water Surplus and Drought Management Plan 

that included a report on above- average snowpack, the increased State Water Project 

allocation, the extended statewide conservation regulations and the potential 2016 

water supply and demand balances under 30 and 50 percent SWP allocations.   

Mr. Polyzos also highlighted the storage use in 2015 and Metropolitan’s dry year 

storage balances.  

 

Staff responded to comments related to State Water Project allocation and storage 

levels, impacts to Metropolitan facilities resulting from recent wind conditions, and 

release triggers from Lake Powell to Lake Mead.  

 

Director  Paskett requested a follow up report that reflects the impact of conservation 

on demands.  

 

b. Subject: Conservation update 

 

Presented by: Bill McDonnell, Manager, Water Efficiency Team  

 

Mr. McDonnell provided an update report and discussed the Conservation Program 

budget, paid rebates, and next steps.  

Staff responded to comments related to outstanding W-9 information, waiting list on 

turf replacement, and estimated dollar value of outstanding W-9. 

 

c. Subject: Oral report on Palo Verde Land Management and Leasing 

 

Presented by: Tim Blair, Manager, Implementation Projects & Studies Unit 

 

Mr. Blair gave a presentation and provided an overview of Metropolitan-owned lands 

in the Palo Verde Irrigation District and potential management objectives. 

 

Staff responded to comments regarding maximum enrolled acreage, fallowing 

program limitations, and potential impacts to Metropolitan’s tenants.  
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7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

a. Subject: Bay-Delta Matters 

 

Presented by: Roger Patterson, Assistant General Manager, Strategic Water 

Initiatives  

 

Mr. Patterson gave a brief oral update on reservoir storeage levels, Delta in-flow, 

reduction of south Delta exports for smelt, and a pumping report.  

 

b. Subject: Colorado River Matters 

 

Presented by: Bill Hasencamp, Manager, Colorado River Resources 

 

Mr. Hasencamp provided an update on Colorado River activity.  

 

c. Subject: Water Resource Manager’s Report  

 

Presented by: Deven N. Upadhyay, Manager, Water Resource Management 

 

Mr. Upadyay announced that a draft copy of the Urban Water Management Plan was 

posted on-line as of February 1, 2016.  He added that Metropolitan has issued notices 

to member agencies and to cities throughout Southern California of a Public Hearing 

in April related to the Urban Water Management Plan.  

 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

None 

 

 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 

 None 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on March 7, 2016.  

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:35 p.m.  

 

 

David De Jesus 

Chair 


