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 Colorado River Management Report

Summary 

This report provides a summary of activities related to management of Metropolitan’s Colorado River resources 

during the month of July 2015. 

Purpose 

Informational  

Detailed Report 

Metropolitan Issues Maximum PVID Fallowing Call 

On July 31, Metropolitan issued the maximum fallowing call allowed under the terms of the Palo Verde Irrigation 

District (PVID)-Metropolitan land management and crop rotation program.  That call will continue the fallowing 

of about 26,000 acres in the Palo Verde Valley, which represents about 29 percent of the Palo Verde Valley’s 

total irrigable acreage, and will generate about 130,000 acre-feet of water for Metropolitan during the contract 

year (August 1, 2016 through July 31, 2017).  The fallowing call follows the maximum call that was made a year 

ago to increase fallowing on August 1, 2015.  (Per the terms of the program, fallowing calls are made on July 31 

of each year one year in advance of when fallowing occurs.)  The 35-year program allows for a total of 10 

maximum fallowing calls to be made; July’s call represents the sixth time the maximum fallowing call has been 

made in the program.   

Metropolitan Purchases 12,782 Acres of Land in the Palo Verde Valley 

Following Board authorization at its July 14 meeting, Metropolitan finalized negotiations and purchased 

12,782 acres of land in the Palo Verde Valley from Verbena, LLC.  Together with the approximately 8,000 acres 

of land Metropolitan acquired from San Diego Gas & Electric Company in 2001, Metropolitan now owns more 

than 20,000 acres in the Palo Verde Irrigation District, which represents about 20 percent of the total land in the 

lower Palo Verde Valley.  Metropolitan staff will work with the Board of Directors to develop a land management 

plan early next year that will guide future actions regarding Metropolitan’s lands.  For the short term, 

Metropolitan will work with the farmers currently irrigating the land until a longer-term plan for the land has been 

developed. 

Reclamation Adds $3 million to its System Conservation Agreement Contribution 

In July, the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) increased its contribution to the System Conservation 

Agreement from $3 million to $6 million, bringing the total available funds to $14 million.  Along with 

Reclamation, Southern Nevada Water Authority, Central Arizona Project, Denver Water, and Metropolitan 

contributed $2 million each.  The program is funding water conservation activities in Nevada, California, Arizona, 

Wyoming, and Colorado, with the conserved water being added to Lake Mead and Lake Powell for the benefit of 

all water users. Later this year, staff will provide a year-end report describing the projects that are being funded, 

including the costs and amount of water conserved. 
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Wet Conditions Continue in the Colorado River Basin 

Following a dry winter and spring, May, June, and July all saw well above average rainfall in the Upper Colorado 

River Basin, which significantly increased the projected inflow into Lake Powell this year.  On May 1, 2015 the 

Lake Powell spring inflow projection was 3 million acre-feet, or 42 percent of average, and shortages on the 

Colorado River were anticipated as early as next year.  Following three wet months, however, the final spring 

inflow total of 6.7 million acre-feet was more than double the May 2015 projection, ending up at 94 percent of 

average.  With the increased water in Lake Powell and Lake Mead, the risk of shortages on the Colorado River 

has been pushed out at least two years.  The improved hydrology has helped Metropolitan to implement interstate 

water supply programs in 2015, and will also provide additional water management opportunities over the next 

several years, if needed. 


