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 Colorado River Management Report

Summary 

This report provides a summary of activities related to management of Metropolitan’s Colorado River resources 

for the month of April 2015. 

Purpose 

Informational  

Detailed Report 

Lake Mead Reaches All-time Low Level 

On April 26, Lake Mead broke the record it set last August for the lowest level the reservoir has been since it was 

initially filled in the 1930s.  Measuring 1,080.1 feet above sea level, the largest reservoir in the United States is 

39 percent of capacity, and a little more than 5 feet above the level that would trigger shortages along the Lower 

Colorado River.  Lake Mead is forecast to continue to drop through the spring and summer, and reach a low point 

for the year, around 1,073 feet.  The forecasted drop in Lake Mead is not a surprise to water managers, who 

realized last fall that Lake Mead was likely to drop significantly through the summer of 2015.  The question that 

remains to be answered, however, is how much Lake Mead will recover later this year, and if it will rise above 

1,075 feet by the end of the year, when the official determination for shortages is made.  On April 1, the Bureau 

of Reclamation’s most probable forecast was for Lake Mead to increase throughout the fall and end the year 

around 1,080 feet – five feet above the shortage trigger, putting off water supply curtailments for at least another 

year.  However, if dry conditions continue throughout the spring and summer, Lake Mead might not recover 

enough to avoid a first-ever shortage declaration next year.  On April 1, Reclamation estimated that the chance of 

a shortage declaration for next year is about 33 percent.  Reclamation plans on updating the likelihood of a 

shortage declaration each month between now and August, when the official water year type determination for 

next year is made.  Staff will update the Committee on the latest water supply and Lake Mead conditions at future 

committee meetings.   

Metropolitan Signs System Conservation Agreement for Upper Basin Conservation 

In late April, Metropolitan, along with Southern Nevada Water Authority, Central Arizona Project, Denver Water, 

and the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) signed an agreement with the Upper Colorado River Commission 

(UCRC) to develop and implement system conservation projects in the Upper Colorado River Basin (Upper 

Basin).  This agreement is part of the larger agreement to fund conservation projects in the Colorado River Basin, 

and have the water remain in the system for everyone’s benefit.  Reclamation has been administering the program 

in the Lower Colorado River Basin, where the funding agencies have been evaluating proposals and will soon 

begin to implement conservation projects.  In the Upper Basin, the UCRC agreed to administer the program, and 

needed an agreement with the project funders to do so.  The agreement does not commit Metropolitan to any 

additional funding requirements, but instead provides a process for soliciting and evaluating conservation 

proposals for conserving water above Lake Powell. 

State Agencies Discuss Salton Sea Options 

Following the State Water Resources Control Board’s workshop on Salton Sea Restoration options, agencies from 

the state of California, including the Department of Fish and Wildlife and the California Department of Water 

Resources, have been meeting with various water agencies to evaluate options for moving forward with a 

restoration plan for the Salton Sea.  Some of the questions being raised by state agencies include restoration 

governance issues and funding options.  The Salton Sea has been on a steady decline over the last decade, and 

beginning in 2018 the decline will increase until the Salton Sea stabilizes at a level several feet lower than today’s 

elevation.   
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