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Summary 
This report provides a summary of activities related to the Bay-Delta for April 2015. 

Purpose 
Informational  

Detailed Report 
Near-Term Delta Actions 

State Water Resources Control Board 

As reported previously, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) considered a Temporary Urgency 
Change Petition (TUCP) submitted by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) and the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation (USBR) in January, requesting temporary changes to the terms of the water rights permits for 
operation of the State Water Project and Central Valley Project for February and March 2015.  After considering 
public input at a workshop in February 2015, the SWRCB Executive Director issued a revised TUCP order for 
February and March 2015.  The revised TUCP order issued on March 5, 2015, approved temporary modification 
of water rights requirements to allow management of reservoir releases in a manner that conserves upstream 
storage for fish and wildlife protection and Delta salinity control while providing critical water supply needs.  
Specifically, the revised TUCP order approved the request for an intermediate level of export pumping under 
limited circumstances, approved water transfers between water contractors (with some additional reporting 
requirements), and removed the provision in the original order that allowed the Executive Director to direct the 
use of water conserved through the implementation of the TUCP.  

On March 24, 2015, DWR and USBR submitted a request to modify the TUCP order to be effective from April 
through the end of September 2015.  On April 6, the SWRCB Executive Director issued another revised TUCP 
order for the April through June 2015 period.  The revised order provides additional flexibility for the 
intermediate pumping level and requires USBR to prepare action plans for the Sacramento and Stanislaus Rivers 
to protect against temperature and related impacts for the remainder of the water year going into next year. The 
revised TUCP order does not act on requested changes after June 30, because it is anticipated that a further 
request will be submitted by DWR and USBR for additional changes starting in mid-June if conditions continue 
to be historically dry.  

As reported last month, the SWRCB issued an order to most diverters in the Delta watershed (top 90 percent of 
riparian and pre-1914 users in the Delta and the remaining top 90 percent of users in the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin River watersheds) on February 4, 2015, requiring all diverters to report water diverted and by which 
water right for each month, as well as provide documentation supporting their claimed water right.  The SWRCB, 
reporting a 94 percent compliance rate with the order, compiled and organized the documentation, and as of 
April 9 is making the information available to the public.  Due to file size, some of the information is not being 
made available online and must be obtained in person at the California Environmental Protection Agency 
building.  Staff is reviewing all of the documentation that has been made available.  The SWRCB is also posting 
curtailment projections on its website, and to date projections have been made available for some classes of water 
right holders in the watershed. 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan Expenditures 

Overall.  As of March 31, 2015, DWR has committed $236.8 million out of the $239.6 million budget under the 
Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) and the associated Delta Habitat Conservation and Conveyance Program 
(DHCCP) activities.  This includes funding under the December 2008 DHCCP Funding Agreement and July 2010 
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Supplemental Funding Agreement.  Prior to these two funding agreements, an additional $13.5 million* was 
expended under the November 2006 BDCP Cooperative Cost-Share Agreement for startup costs related to 
development and review of the BDCP and consulting resources necessary to prepare the BDCP.  Additional 
planning funds totaling $4.7 million* are anticipated to be made available in May 2015 by the USBR.  This will 
be reported as the additional funds become available. 

Metropolitan’s Share.  Metropolitan’s commitment under this program remains at $63 million.   

 

Funding Agreements 
Total Project (in millions) 

Budget Commitment Remaining 

Dec 2008 – DHCCP Funding Agreement $139.6 $139.6  $0  

Jul 2010 – Supplemental Funding Agreement $100.0  $  97.2  $2.8  

TOTAL $239.6  $236.8  $2.8  

* November 2006 BDCP Cooperative Cost-Share Agreement totaling $13.5 million was not included in the above table.  
* Anticipated funding of $4.7 million from the USBR is not included in the above table. 

Delta Emergency Preparedness 

Consultant AECOM (previously URS) has completed seismic deformation studies commissioned by Metropolitan 
along the proposed Middle River emergency response pathway demonstrating the ability of levees, while 
damaged from a major earthquake, to still facilitate development of a freshwater pathway.  As new seismic 
research emerges and seismic events occur, projections of levee slumping and emergency response capabilities 
are being updated.  Similar studies are planned for other levees in the south Delta.  

The bidding and award process is continuing for the enhancement of rock stockpiles and materials loading and 
warehousing facilties at DWR Stockton and Rio Vista stockpile sites.  Completion of that process is scheduled for 
mid-2015.  Levee conveyance improvements in the south Delta are being proposed at Bacon Island, including 
Middle River and Old River on the island’s western perimeter.  Such work consists of proposed levee crown and 
slope fill, roadway improvements and quarry stone armoring along waterside slopes, which improves general 
water delivery conveyance and emergency response capabilites in the south Delta.   
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