
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

MINUTES 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
 

July 7, 2014 
 

 

Chair Ackerman called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m. in Committee Room 2-456 at 

Metropolitan’s Headquarters. 

 

Members present:  Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Arceneaux, Barbre, 

Ballin, Camacho, Gray, Griset (entered 1:15 p.m.), Kurtz, Lefevre, Lewinger, Morris, Mudd, and 

K. Murray. 

 

Members absent:  Directors Apodaca, Friedman, and Lowenthal. 

 

Other Board Members present:  Board Chairman Record, Directors Atwater, Blois, Brown, 

Dake, Dear, Dick, Evans, Hogan, J. Murray, Steiner, Touhey, and Wunderlich. 

 

Staff present:  Acuña, Arakawa, Beatty, Breaux, J. Carrillo, Clairday, Coffey, Cole, Ghaly, 

Green, Escuadro-Dailey, Hasencamp, Hiltscher (via videoconference), Ivey, Kightlinger, T. Lee, 

Man, Y. Martinez, Patterson, Philp, Purkiss, Riss, Schaffer, Scully, Stites, Upadhyay, Westford, 

E. Wong, T. Wong, and Zinke. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded. 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE COMMUNICATIONS AND 

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON JUNE 9, 2014 

 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director Mudd Seconded:  Director Camacho 

Ayes: Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Arceneaux, Barbre, 

Ballin, Camacho, Gray, Kurtz, Lefevre, Lewinger, Morris, Mudd, and 

K. Murray 

Noes: None 
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Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Apodaca, Friedman, Griset, and Lowenthal 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 14 ayes, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 

 

Director Griset entered the meeting at 1:12 p.m. 

 

 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

 

None 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

 

8-5 Subject: Express support for SB 1121 (De Leon, D-Los Angeles) - California 

Climate Technology and Infrastructure Financing Act 

 

Presented by: Kathy Cole, Executive Legislative Representative 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

subject to CEQA and authorize the General Manager to express 

Metropolitan’s support for SB 1121, as amended June 10, 2014. 

 

Moved:  Director Morris Seconded: Director Camacho 

Ayes: Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Arceneaux, Ballin, 

Camacho, Gray, Griset, Kurtz, Lefevre, Lewinger, Morris, K. Murray, and 

Mudd  

Noes: Director Barbre 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Apodaca, Friedman, and Lowenthal 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 14 ayes, 1 no, 0 abstain, and 3 absent. 

 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 



 

Communications and Legislation -3- July 7, 2014 

Committee Minutes 

 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 

 

Presented by: Brad Hiltscher, Executive Legislative Representative 

 

Mr. Hiltscher reported on federal matters which included: 

 

 House and Senate activities 

 Appropriations 

 Federal legislation 

  -California drought 

  -Invasive species 

  -Chemical Facility Anti-terrorism Standards 

 House hearings on the Administration’s proposed rule to implement the Clean 

Water Act 

 Nominations 

 Congressional calendar 

 

b. Subject: Report on activities from Sacramento 

 

Presented by: Kathy Cole, Executive Legislative Representative 

 

Ms. Cole reported on a number of state matters which included: 

 

 Legislative deadlines 

 State legislation 

  -2014 Water Bond 

  -Groundwater Sustainability 

  -AB 2023 (Wagner):  Eminent Domain 

 State budget 

 

 

c. Subject: Oral report on regional communications and outreach campaign to 

increase water awareness and conservation 

 

Presented by: Yvette Martinez, Section Manager, Customer & Community 

Services   

 

Ms. Martinez introduced Rene Fraser from Fraser Communications who gave the 

report on the 2014 Water Awareness and Conservation Campaign, including 

preliminary messaging, pre-launch research, creative products, media plan, and 

evaluation metrics. 
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7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 

a. Subject: External Affairs Management report  

 

Presented by: Dee Zinke, Deputy General Manager, External Affairs 

 

Ms. Zinke reported on the following items: 

 

 Bay Delta Conservation Plan Outreach Efforts 

 District office legislative briefings 

 Media related to drought and water awareness campaign 

 

Ms. Zinke also presented the final produced television spots for the Water Awareness 

and Conservation communications campaign. 

 

 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Vice Chair Peterson requested the opportunity to provide legislative suggestions, including a 

legislative proposal to increase renewable credits for hydroelectric power. 

 

Ms. Zinke responded that staff will discuss the legislation proposed process at the August 

meeting and invite the Board’s input. 

 

Director Ballin requested a report in August on the impacts of the advertising campaign on 

the rebate program. 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on August 18, 2014. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:39 p.m. 

 

 

Linda Ackerman 

Chair 


