
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 

 

ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

July 7, 2014 

 

Chair Evans called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. in Committee Room 2-145 at 

Metropolitan's Headquarters. 
 

Members present:  Chair Evans, Vice Chair Brown, Directors Barbre, Blois, Camacho, Dake, 

De Jesus, Lefevre, Morris, Peterson, and Steiner. 

 

Member absent:  Director Lowenthal.  

 

Other Board members present:  Directors Ackerman, Dick, Griset, Kurtz, Lewinger, J. Murray, 

and Wunderlich.  

 

Staff present:  Arita, Beatty, G. Boyd, G. Breaux, Carrillo, Coffey, H. Collins, Escalante, 

J. Green, Hattar, Henry, Hong, G. Johnson, Kightlinger, Koch, Krysa, Lambeck, W. Lieu, Man, 

Norbriga, M. Parsons, Patterson, Riss, M. Rojas, Scully, L. Skinner, M. Stewart, and Yamasaki.  

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded.  

 

2.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS         

     COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JUNE 9, 2014. 

 

Motion: 

Moved:  

Carried 

Director Steiner 

 

Seconded:  

 

Director Morris 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Barbre, Blois, Brown, Camacho, Dake, De Jesus, Lefevre, 

Morris, Peterson, and Steiner  

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Director Lowenthal 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 1 absent. 
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3.  CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION   

None 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

8-1 Subject: Appropriate $3.6 million; and authorize rehabilitation of the 

Etiwanda Hydroelectric Plant (Approp. 15458) 

Presented by: Water Operations Group Unit Manager Sergio Escalante 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is 

categorically exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $3.6 million; and  

b. Authorize rehabilitation of the Etiwanda Hydroelectric 

Plant. 

Moved:  Director Steiner Seconded:   Director Morris 

 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Barbre, Blois, Brown, Camacho, Dake, De Jesus, Lefevre, 

Morris, Peterson, and Steiner 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Director Lowenthal  

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 1 absent. 

 

 

8-2 Subject: Appropriate $10.47 million; and authorize (1) final design and pilot 

of control upgrades for the Hiram W. Wadsworth Pumping Plant; 

(2) increase of $5.9 million agreement with Glenmount Global 

Services; and (3) increase of $840,000 to agreement with Power-

Tech Engineers, Inc. (Approp. 15467) 

Presented by: Water Operations Group Section Manager Brent Yamasaki and 

Business Technology Group Unit Manager David Henry 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

subject to CEQA, and is categorically exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $10.47 million; 

b. Authorize final design and pilot of the Wadsworth 

Pumping Plant Control and Protection Upgrades; 

c. Authorize increase of $5.9 million to the existing 

agreement with Glenmount Global Services, for a new not-

to-exceed total of $7,025,000; and  

d.  Authorize increase of $840,000 to the existing agreement 

with Power-Tech Engineers, Inc., for a new not-to exceed 



 

 

Engineering and Operations -3- July 7, 2014 

Committee Minutes 

 

 

total of $1,344,000. 

Moved:  Director Steiner Seconded:   Director De Jesus 

 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Barbre, Blois, Brown, Camacho, Dake, De Jesus, Lefevre, 

Morris, Peterson, and Steiner 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Director Lowenthal  

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 1 absent. 

 

 

8-3 Subject: Appropriate $3.5 million; and award $1,977,700 contract to Minako 

America Corp., dba Minco Construction to construct a solids 

transfer system for the Joseph Jensen Water Treatment Plant 

(Approp. 15371) 

Presented by: Water Operations Group Assistant Manager Brad Coffey and 

Engineering Services Group Senior Engineer James Hong 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action was 

considered in the previously certified 2011 FEIR and 2012 

Addendum, and  

a. Appropriate $3.5 million; and 

b. Award $1,977,700 construct to Minako America Corp., dba 

Minco Construction to construct a solids transfer system 

for the Jensen plant. 

 

Moved:  Director Morris Seconded:   Director Steiner 

 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Barbre, Blois, Brown, Camacho, Dake, De Jesus, Lefevre, 

Morris, Peterson, and Steiner 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Director Lowenthal  

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 1 absent. 
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5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

None 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject:  California Air Resources Board’s AB 32 Scoping Plan  

 

Presented by: Water System Operations Group Section Manager Jon Lambeck  

 

Mr. Lambeck provided an update on AB 32 Scoping Plan. 

 

 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

a. Subject: Water System Operations Manager’s report 
 

Presented by: Water System Operations Group Manager Jim Green 

 

Mr. Green provided an update on system operations in 2014. 

 

 

b. Subject: Engineering Services Manager’s report 
 

Presented by: Engineering Services Group Manager Gordon Johnson 

 

Mr. Johnson gave an update on Second Lower Feeder project. 

 

 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 

None 
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9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

  None 

 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on August 18, 2014. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:04 p.m. 

 

 

 

Thomas Evans 

Chair 


