
 

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 

July 22, 2014 

 

 

Chair Record called the meeting to order at 12:39 p.m. in the Board Room at Metropolitan's 

Headquarters. 
 

Members present:  Chair Record, Vice Chairs Ackerman, J. Murray, and Touhey,  

Secretary Morris, Directors Barbre, Camacho, De Jesus, Evans, and Quinoñez. 

 

Members absent:  Vice Chair Gray and Director Griset. 

 

Other Board members present:  Directors Atwater, Brown, Beard, Dear, Dick, Friedman, Hogan, 

Kurtz, Lefevre, Lewinger, Peterson, Steiner, and Wunderlich. 
 

Staff present:  Acuna, Ardalan, Atkins, Beatty, Bennion, L. Carrillo, Chin, Coffey, Ghaly,  

Gil de Montes, Ivey, Jankovic, Johnson, Kightlinger, Man, Mares, S. Martin, Patterson, Philp, 

Riss, Schaffer, Scully, H. Torres, Tubbs, Upadhyay, Westford, and Zinke. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

 

Mr. A. G. Kawamura from Orange County Produce, stated that he was here along with 

other farmers and farming groups to request that the Board set up a working group to 

specifically focus on agriculture water needs in the state of California in response to the 

effects of the current drought.  

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

HELD JUNE 22, 2014 
 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director J. Murray Seconded:  Director Quinoñez 

Ayes: Directors Record, Ackerman, J. Murray, Touhey, Morris, Barbre, Camacho, 

De Jesus, Evans, and Quinoñez  

Noes: None  

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Directors Gray and Griset  
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The motion passed by a vote of 10 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 2 absent. 

 

 

3. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

 Chair Record had no report. 

 
 

 

4. OTHER MATTERS  
 

a. Subject: Approve naming of Metropolitan’s Courtyard to Colonel John V. Foley 

Memorial Courtyard 
 

Presented by: Chair Record 
 

 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director Touhey Seconded:  Director J. Murray 

Ayes: Directors Record, Ackerman, J. Murray, Touhey, Morris, Barbre, Camacho, 

De Jesus, Evans, and Quinoñez 

Noes: None  

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Directors Gray and Griset  

 

The motion passed by a vote of 10 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 2 absent. 

 

 

b. Subject: Appoint two members to the Asset Financing Corporation 
 

Presented by: Chair Record 
 

Chair Record appointed directors Donald Dear and Glen Peterson to serve on the  

Asset Financing Corporation.  A meeting will be held on August 18, 2014. 

 

 

c. Subject: Request to form Agriculture Work Group 
 

Presented by: Chair Record 
 

Chair Record stated that Metropolitan has a history of good partnerships with the 

agricultural community in Southern California.  The Agriculture and Business 

Outreach Committee has met several times in the recent past to discuss and seek to 

address the water reliability concerns of the agricultural and business community.  

Chair Record asked the Executive Committee to determine whether to also form an 

Agriculture Work Group. 
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General Manager Kightlinger gave a brief history of Metropolitan’s actions to address 

and mitigate drought conditions for Southern California’s agricultural community.  He 

recommended that perhaps instead of creating a new work group, a series of workshops 

could be held where members of the public could present ideas and discuss solutions 

with board members. 

 

Following comments from numerous directors, no action to form an Agriculture Work 

Group was taken. 

 

Metropolitan already has an Agriculture and Business Outreach Committee.  Staff was 

instructed to continue to engage with the agricultural representatives who made this 

request and keep them informed on what Metropolitan is doing as well as hear their 

proposals for possible alternative or creative solutions.  Agriculture and Business 

Outreach Committee Chair Dick stated that there will be a meeting of his committee in 

August.  He also encouraged Board members to participate in the agricultural tour 

scheduled for September 26 and 27, 2014. 
 

 

 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 
 

 None  
 

 

6. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 
 

None 
 

 

7. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

     None 

 

8. COMMITTEE ITEMS 
 

a. Subject: Approve draft committee and Board meeting agendas, and schedule 

for August 2014 
 

Presented by: Chair Record 
 

 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director J. Murray Seconded:  Director Quinoñez 

Ayes: Directors Record, Ackerman, J. Murray, Touhey, Morris, Barbre, Camacho, 

De Jesus, Evans, and Quinoñez 

Noes: None  

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Directors Gray and Griset 
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The motion passed by a vote of 10 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 2 absent. 
 

 

b. Subject: General Manager’s report of Metropolitan’s activities  

 

Presented by: General Manager Jeffrey Kightlinger 

 

General Manager Kightlinger reported that on July 10, 2014 Metropolitan held a  

one-day district-wide management retreat to discuss the future of the organization and 

the challenges being faced. 

 

General Manager Kightlinger reported that a district-wide employee survey was 

conducted.  The results will be sent to directors as well as employees.  The majority of 

employees rated Metropolitan as a very good place to work.  Some issues were raised 

that need to be addressed and management plans to do so. 

 

 

c. Subject: General Counsel’s report of Legal Department activities  

 

Presented by: General Counsel Marcia Scully 

General Counsel Scully reported that the court approved the Delta Smelt appeal 

litigation schedule.  Petitioner’s briefs are due October 15, 2014 and the opposition 

brief is due April 6, 2015.  All required briefs are due May 21, 2015. 

 

General Counsel Scully stated that outside counsel Jeffrey Freedman of the law firm 

Liebert, Cassidy and Whitmore, has been appointed and will be present to observe and 

advise the Board in all meetings pertaining to the direct report evaluation process.  
 

 

 

d. Subject: General Auditor’s report of Audit Department activities 
 

Presented by: General Auditor Gerry Riss 

General Auditor Riss had no report. 
 

 

 

e. Subject: Ethics Officer’s report of Ethics Department activities  
 

Presented by: Ethics Officer Deena Ghaly 

Ethics Officer Ghaly had no report. 
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f. Subject: Department Heads’ Performance Evaluations, Review and 

Recommendation. 

[Public Employees’ performance evaluations – General Manager, General 

Counsel, General Auditor, and Ethics Officer; to be heard in closed session 

pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957] 

 

Presented by: Chair Record 

Discussion on this item was deferred to the end of the meeting. 

 

 

9. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 

a. Subject: Finance and Insurance Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Barbre  

Committee Chair Barbre reported that at the Finance and Insurance Committee 

meeting in August, the committee will be discussing the assessed valuations for fiscal 

year 2014/15 and setting the ad valorem tax rate. 
 

 

b. Subject: Water Planning and Stewardship Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair De Jesus 

 

Committee Chair De Jesus reported that in August, the committee will receive four 

informational items.  The subject matter will include an overview of Metropolitan’s 

Water Supply Allocation Plan, an update on conservation activities, an update on the 

Local Resource Program, and a report on the State Water Resources Control Board’s 

adopted water restrictions. 

 
 

 

c. Subject: Engineering and Operations Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Evans 

 

Committee Chair Evans reported that at the August meeting, the committee will 

consider seven action items related to repair and rehabilitation projects at the water 

treatment plants.  Staff will also propose awarding a contract to improve the ability to 

move water from Diamond Valley Lake to the Mills plant as part of a drought action 

plan.  An oral report will be provided on solar power projects at Metropolitan 

facilities. 
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d. Subject: Organization, Personnel and Technology Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair J. Murray 

 

Committee Chair Murray reported that Metropolitan will host a US Water Technology 

Approval Group meeting at Metropolitan’s Headquarters in Los Angeles. 

Metropolitan will be sponsoring an inspection trip of the State Water Project and the 

Sacramento/San Joaquin Bay-Delta for Los Angeles area business coalitions.  

Metropolitan will also be hosting, in conjunction with other agencies, the 9
th

 Annual 

California Construction Expo in Long Beach.   
 

 

e. Subject: Legal and Claims Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee  Chair Quinoñez 

 

Committee Chair Quinoñez reported that at the August meeting, the committee will 

hear reports on the Consolidated Delta Smelt Cases, and the San Diego County Water 

Authority v. Metropolitan lawsuit. 
 

 

f. Subject: Communications and Legislation Committee 

 

Presented by: Committee Chair Ackerman 

 

Committee Chair Ackerman reported that there are no items to add to the committee 

agenda in August.  Among the reports of interest, the committee will be hearing a 

report on wetland regulations under the Clean Water Act, and federal chemical 

security issues and legislation. 

 

 

10. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

 

None 

 

 

11. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None 

 

 

The Executive Committee meeting went into closed session at 1:15 p.m. 
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8. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

 

f. Subject: Department Heads’ Performance Evaluations, Review and 

Recommendation. 

[Public Employees’ performance evaluations – General Manager, General 

Counsel, General Auditor, and Ethics Officer; to be heard in closed session 

pursuant to Gov. Code Section 54957] 

 

Presented by: Chair Record 

This item was discussed in closed session.  No action was taken. 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 1:51 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

Randy A. Record 

Chairman of the Board  


