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Summary 
This report provides a summary of activities related to the Bay-Delta for May 2014.

Purpose 
Informational  

Detailed Report 
Long-Term Delta Actions 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan 

On May 1, the City of Los Angeles’ independent Office of Public Accountability released its fiscal analysis of the 
Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP).  In the report, the analysis concludes in part: “… that under a wide array of 
cost and water demand scenarios, the total BDCP is affordable to almost all City households.”  The analysis also 
highlights the importance of the need for reliability in the core water supply for one of the nation’s largest cities.  
A copy of the full report is available on the BDCP website.   

Later in the month, Director Mark Cowin announced to Department of Water Resources (DWR) employees the 
establishment of the DWR BDCP Office and the Delta Habitat Conservation and Conveyance Plan Design and 
Construction Enterprise.  These offices have been established to promote inter and intra-agency collaboration and 
provide early coordination on BDCP conservation actions.   

Metropolitan staff continued its efforts to work with the BDCP participating public water agencies and 
Metropolitan’s member agencies to develop comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report/Environmental 
Impact Statement (DEIR/EIS).  The close of the public comment period is June 13, 2014.  

Delta Stewardship Council 

On April 25, the Delta Stewardship Council (Council) named Jessica Pearson as its new Executive Officer, 
effective on May 1.  Pearson replaces Chris Knopp who resigned effective the end of April.  Pearson has been the 
legislative and policy advisor to the Council since 2012.  The Council held its monthly meeting on May 29 and 
30.  On the first day of the meeting, the Council considered reports on three reviews of the BDCP and the 
DEIR/EIS prepared by an independent review panel, the Independent Science Board, and a Council consultant, 
and considered staff recommended comments on the BDCP DEIR/EIS.  On the second day of the meeting, the 
Council received updates on the Levee Investment Prioritization Strategy and the Interim Science Action Agenda. 

Staff participated in the Delta Science Program Interim Science Action Agenda Workshop on May 6.  The Delta 
Science Plan calls for the development of a Science Action Agenda to prioritize and align collaborative science.  
To expedite progress on this effort, the Delta Science Program is working with stakeholders to develop an Interim 
Science Action Agenda, which will summarize current science activities, identify science needs and questions 
from existing documents, and develop a synthesis of science needs.  Workshop participants provided input on 
these topics.  Delta Science Program staff will synthesize the input received from workshop participants and 
distribute a revised Interim Science Action Agenda for review.  

Near-Term Delta Actions 

State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) 

On May 16, the independent scientific review panel organized by the Council’s Delta Science Program released 
their panel report on Delta outflow and related stressors.  The panel was charged with identifying the best 
available science to inform the State Board’s decisions regarding Delta outflow requirements in support of the 
State Board’s process to review and update the Bay-Delta Water Quality Control Plan (WQCP).  Staff is 
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reviewing the report and considering how the report may inform the State Board’s Bay-Delta WQCP review 
process. 

The State Board held a workshop on May 20 to discuss potential options for curtailing water use in the Delta 
watershed during the current drought when natural flows are inadequate to support all diversions and instream 
beneficial uses.  Curtailments are necessary so that previously stored water is not illegally diverted and water is 
available for senior water rights users as well as public health and safety uses. Curtailment options include: 
(1) protecting senior water rights and stored water releases under the Board’s existing authority (2) protect senior 
water rights and stored water releases through emergency regulations, (3) implementation of Term 91 approach, 
and (4) implementation of an approach similar to Term 91 but requiring the Central Valley Project and State 
Water Project to meet Delta requirements without contributions from other diverters.  The following are questions 
posed by the State Board for discussion at the workshop: 

• Which curtailment option would be the most effective and enforceable?  

• Are there any other curtailment options that should be considered?  

• How can health and safety needs be addressed under the various approaches to curtailments?  

• How can the State Board ensure that public trust needs will be met? 

• How can voluntary water-sharing agreements be accommodated?  What criteria should be used to 
determine whether voluntary agreements are viable alternatives to mandatory curtailments?  

• Which curtailment option would be the most responsive to changing conditions?  

Staff attended the State Board workshop and will provide an oral update. 

Turbidity Forecasting 

The Delta Conditions Team has discontinued its weekly calls, as conditions are not raising concerns about Delta 
smelt entrainment.  An ad-hoc planning meeting was held on May 19 to review previous work conducted by 
Metropolitan and its consultant on “first flush” frequency and the efficacy of restricting pumping operations to 
control turbidity in the central and south Delta.  The primary goal of this meeting is for participants to develop a 
scope of work that will refine modeling assumptions and analyses from the initial work.  Findings from this work 
will assist in identifying strategies for limiting smelt salvage that can be implemented with water costs below 
those imposed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Biological Opinion.  Staff will play a key role in developing 
this scope of work. 

Delta Emergency Preparedness 

Staff is reviewing an interagency draft of the DWR Delta Flood Emergency Management Plan, previously called 
the Delta Flood Emergency Preparedness, Response and Recovery Plan, and is coordinating with other water 
contractors to provide comments to DWR.  Staff review of the draft report has determined that previous 
Metropolitan comments were incorporated in this interagency draft.   

In response to comments previously provided by Metropolitan, DWR has developed a scope to modify the 
Emergency Response Tool to better predict the time line to develop the emergency freshwater pathway and 
initiate exports following major earthquakes and island failures.  URS Corporation studies to evaluate the stability 
of levees along the freshwater pathway have revealed substantial subsurface data along Old River which would 
provide better technical basis for future levee stability analyses in the central and south Delta.  

DWR continues to make progress deploying flood fight readiness materials at their new stockpile sites in the 
Delta.  DWR advises they have budgeted funds for fabrication and purchase of large sheet and pipe pile as a 
redundant measure for closure of deep pathway levee breaches.  They have budgeted funds through 2015 for 
completion of stockpile site facilities and relocation of rock stockpiles from the leased Port of Stockton site to the 
new DWR site on Mormon Slough near I-5 in Stockton.  

 

Date of Report: 6/10/2014 2 


	Report

