
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

MINUTES 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON BAY-DELTA 

March 25, 2014 

 

Chair Peterson called the meeting to order at 10: a.m. in Committee Room 2-456 at 

Metropolitan's Headquarters. 

 

Members present: Chair Peterson, Vice Chair Gray, Directors Ackerman, Camacho (entered at 

10:06 a.m.), De Jesus, Griset, Lefevre, Morris, Record, and Steiner. 

 

Member absent: Director K. Murray. 

 

Other Board Members present: Directors Arceneaux, Ballin, Barbre, Blois, Brown, Dear, Dick, 

Fitzgerald, Hogan, Kurtz, Lewinger, J. Murray, Touhey, Vasquez, and Wunderlich. 

 

Staff present: Arakawa, Beatty, Bennion, Breaux, Burman, L. Carrillo, Clairday, Coffey, 

J. Green, Hasencamp, Horton, Ivey, Kightlinger, T. Lee, Man, Neudeck, Pellegrini, Philp, Riss, 

Woman tht works with Riss, R. Ryan, Scully, Upadhyay, Westford, Wheeler, R. Winn, and 

Zinke. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION  

 

No members responded. 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE JOINT WATER 

PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE AND THE SPECIAL 

COMMITTEE ON BAY-DELTA WORKSHOP HELD FEBRUARY 25,  2014 

 

Motion:  Carried    

Moved: Director De Jesus  Seconded: Director Steiner 

Ayes: Directors Peterson, Gray, Ackerman, De Jesus, Griset, 

Lefevre, Morris, Record, and Steiner 

Noes: None  
   

Abstentions: None    

Absent: Directors Camacho and K. Murray,  

The motion passed by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 no, and 2 absent.  
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Director Camacho entered the meeting at 10:06 a.m. 

  

3.  COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Update on Bay Delta Conservation Plan  

 

 Presented by: Bay-Delta Initiatives Manager Steve Arakawa 

 

Mr. Arakawa provided information on the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) 

public comment period, the state’s efforts to educate the public on different 

features about the BDCP, and a recent case at the Court of Appeals.  He also 

reviewed the schedule for upcoming Special Committee on Bay-Delta meetings. 

 

 

b. Subject: Update on BDCP Economic Analysis – Dr. Chris Thornberg, 

Beacon Economics 

 

 Presented by: Dr. Chris Thornberg, Beacon Economics  

 

Mr. Arakawa introduced Dr. Thornberg. 

Dr. Thornberg mentioned the purpose of the BDCP, and he discussed the BDCP 

conveyance system economic cost benefits and the overall value of building the 

tunnels.  Dr. Thornberg described both sides of the debate regarding should the 

tunnels be built, the analyses and results of the economic studies to date, and the 

quantity of water from the Delta with and without the BDCP. 

Dr. Thornberg and staff addressed questions from the committee regarding State 

Water Project deliveries over the next 50 years if BDCP is implemented, carbon 

emissions reduction, a newspaper article related to upstream users, alternative 

sources of water supply, total flow and seawater intrusion, value of storage north 

of the Delta with/without the tunnels, and the value of storm water capture. 

 

 

c. Subject: Update on Drought Emergency Actions in the Delta 

 

 Presented by: Special Projects Manager Bay-Delta Initiatives Randall Neudeck 

 

Mr. Neudeck provided a brief overview on current drought conditions and how 

they affect the entire state, reviewed the hydrology forecasts for some storage 

reservoirs in Northern California, and described proposed drought actions. 

Water System Operations Assistant Group Manager Brad Coffey discussed the 

analyses on the water quality effects, both with and without potential installation 

of salinity control gates.  He described the salinity forecast, the bromide forecast, 
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and the potential for disinfection by-product formation at the treatment plants. 

Staff addressed questions from the committee on salinity comparison, allocation 

percentage increase, and carryover storage from last year. 

 

 

d. Subject: Bay-Delta Manager's Report  

 

 Presented by: Bay-Delta Initiatives Manager Steve Arakawa 

 

Mr. Arakawa reported that a storm system was in the forecast for Northern 

California.  He also discussed the State Water Resources Control Board’s (State 

Board) process to update the Water Quality Control Plan for the Bay-Delta.  

Finally, Mr. Arakawa reported on the status of the Temporary Urgency Change 

Petition at the State Board, noting that Department of Water Resources and the 

Bureau of Reclamation are expected to propose an updated operational strategy 

for management of the Delta in the near future.  

Staff addressed a question from the committee regarding negotiations with the 

other contractors regarding the cost allocation of the BDCP. 

 

 

4. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

None 

 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m. 

 

 

Glen Peterson 

Chair 


