
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

MINUTES 
 

AGRICULTURE AND BUSINESS OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 

August 27, 2013 
 

 

Chair Dick called the meeting to order at 10:42 a.m. in Committee Room 2-145 at 

Metropolitan’s Headquarters. 

 

Members present:  Chair Dick, Vice Chair Fleming, Directors Camacho, Lewinger, Peterson, 

and Record. 

 

Member absent:  Director Sanchez. 

 

Other Board Members present:  Directors Ackerman, Babcock, Barbre, Brown, Edwards, Evans, 

Griset, Kurtz, Little, J. Morris, J. Murray, Steiner, and Wunderlich. 

 

Staff present:  H. Beatty, Bennion, Breaux, J. Carrillo, Clairday, Escuadro-Dailey, Ghaly, Goshi, 

Hasencamp, Kightlinger, Ivey. T. Lee, Man, Patterson, Philp, Purkiss, Rego, Riss, Schaffer, 

Scully, R. Thompson, Upadhyay, Westford, Wolfe, T. Wong, and Zinke. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded. 

 

 

2. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 

Chair Dick reported that various representatives of the Agriculture Industry have 

contacted Metropolitan to discuss potential water programs specifically relating to 

agricultural needs.  Chair Dick also mentioned that he and Director Barbre met with 

the California Avocado Commission (CAC) to discuss this topic.  

 

Chair Dick introduced Brandon Goshi, Unit Manager, Water Resource Management 

Group, who gave an update on some of the work that has been done with agricultural 

water users in Metropolitan’s service area.  Some of the concepts that have been 

discussed include: 

 

 Conservation funding specifically for agricultural water programs 

 Approaches to increase the use of recycled water for agriculture 

 Water management 
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Mr. Goshi also reported that the CAC has been proactive in this effort and has been a 

good resource for staff in trying to learn one aspect of agricultural water use in the 

service area. 

 

General Manager Jeff Kightlinger reported continued interest by CAC in 

Metropolitan’s “interruptable ag” program but that the program sunset in December 

as scheduled. 

 

 

3. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Report on the April 25-26 Inspection Trip of the State  

Water Project and Central Valley/San Joaquin Valley 

Agriculture 

 

Presented by:  Dee Zinke, Interim Deputy General Manager, 

External Affairs 

 

Ms. Zinke reported on the following items which included: 

 

 Agriculture and Business Outreach Communications Objectives 

 Board of Directors Inspection Trip of the State Water Project/Central 

Valley April 25-26, 2013 

 Inspection Trip Program Agriculture Options 

-State Water Project/Bay-Delta 

-Colorado River Aqueduct 

 

b. Subject: Food Grows Where Water Flows:  Public Education &  

Outreach Campaign – presentation by Mike Wade, 

Executive Director, California Farm Water Coalition 

 

Presented by: Mike Wade, Executive Executive Director, California 

Farm Water Coalition 

 

Mr. Wade gave a presentation on the following matters: 

 

 California Farm Water Coalition (CFWC) Background 

 Outreach Program Objectives 

 2012 Public Opinion Survey 
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c. Subject: Report on Metropolitan’s Agricultural Water Use 

Efficiency Programs 

 

Presented by: Carolyn Schaffer, Resource Specialist, Water Resource 

Management Group 

 

 

Ms. Schaffer reported on the following: 

 

 Background on Agricultural Conservation Program 

 Water Savings Incentive Program 

 Eligible Projects 

 Outreach to Agriculture Community 

 Next steps 

 

 

4. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:32 a.m. 

 

 

Larry Dick 

Chair 


