
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

MINUTES 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
 

March 11, 2014 
 

 

Chair Ackerman called the meeting to order at 10:22 a.m. in Committee Room 2-456 at 

Metropolitan’s Headquarters. 

 

Members present:  Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Apodaca, Ballin, 

Camacho, Gray, Griset, Kurtz (via videoconference), Lefevre, Lewinger, Morris, Mudd, 

K. Murray, and Record. 

 

Members absent:  Directors Barbre, Friedman, and Lowenthal. 

 

Other Board Members present:  Directors Brown, Dear, Edwards, Evans, Fitzgerald, Hogan, 

J. Murray (via videoconference), Steiner, and Wunderlich (via videoconference). 

 

Staff present:  Acuña, Ardalan, H. Beatty, Bennion, Breaux, Burman, J. Carrillo, L. Carrillo, 

Clairday, Coffey, Cole, Escuadro-Dailey, Green, Hasencamp, Horton, Kightlinger, T. Lee, Man, 

Martinez, Pellegrini, Philp, Rego, Riss, Schaffer, Scully, Stites, Upadhyay, E. Wong, Westford, 

and Zinke. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded. 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE COMMUNICATIONS AND 

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 11, 2014 

 

Motion: Carried  

Moved:  Director Lewinger Seconded:  Director Griset 

Ayes: Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Apodaca, Ballin, 

Camacho, Gray, Griset, Kurtz (via videoconference), Lefevre, Lewinger, 

Morris, Mudd, K. Murray, and Record 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Barbre, Friedman, and Lowenthal  

 

The motion passed by a vote of 15 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 3 absent. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

 

None 

 

Director Kurtz withdrew from the meeting at 11:04 a.m. 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

8-5 Subject Authorize entering into a three-year agreement with Fraser 

Communications for regional communications and advertising 

services and media buys related to water awareness and 

conservation, not to exceed $5.5 million annually 

 

Presented by: Yvette Martinez, Section Manager, Customer & Community 

Services Section 

 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

subject to CEQA and authorize the General Manager to enter into a 

three-year contract with Fraser Communications for regional 

communications, including advertising services and media buys 

related to water awareness and conservation, not to exceed 

$5.5 million annually. 

 

Moved:  Director Mudd Seconded: Director Gray 

Ayes: Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Apodaca, Ballin, 

Camacho, Gray, Griset, Lefevre, Lewinger, Morris, Mudd, K. Murray and 

Record 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Director Barbre, Friedman, Kurtz, and Lowenthal 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 14 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 

 

 

8-6 Subject Express a watch position for H.R. 3964 (Valadao, R-CA) – 

Sacramento-San Joaquin Valley Emergency Water Delivery Act 

 

Presented by: Brenda Burman, Special Projects Manager 

 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

subject to CEQA and authorize the General Manager to take a watch 

position on H.R. 3964. 
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Moved:  Director Morris Seconded: Director Lefevre 

Ayes: Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Apodaca, Ballin, 

Camacho, Gray, Griset, Lefevre, Lewinger, Morris, Mudd, K. Murray and 

Record 

Noes: Directors Abdo and Peterson 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Director Barbre, Friedman, Kurtz, and Lowenthal 

 

The original motion passed by a vote of 12 ayes, 2 noes, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 

 

 

8-7 Subject Express support, if amended, for S. 2016 (Feinstein, D-CA) and 

H.R. 4039 (Costa, D-CA) – California Emergency Drought Relief 

Act of 2014 

 

Presented by: Brenda Burman, Special Projects Manager 

 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

subject to CEQA and authorize the General Manager to take 

support, if amended, positions on S. 2016 and H.R. 4039. 

 

 

Moved:  Director Gray Seconded: Director Morris 

Ayes: Chair Ackerman, Vice Chair Peterson, Directors Abdo, Apodaca, Ballin, 

Camacho, Gray, Griset, Lefevre, Lewinger, Morris, Mudd, K. Murray and 

Record. 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Director Barbre, Friedman, Kurtz, and Lowenthal 

 

The original motion passed by a vote of 14 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 

 

 

8-8 Subject Express support for SB 103 (Senate Committee on Budget and 

Fiscal Review) – Budget Act of 2013 

 

Presented by: Kathy Cole, Executive Legislative Representative 

 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

subject to CEQA and authorize the General Manager to support 

SB 103. 
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Discussion at the Communications and Legislation Committee on SB 103 was 

suspended since the bill has already been chaptered and there was no need to vote. 

 

 

8-9 Subject Express support for SB 104 (Senate Committee on Budget and 

Fiscal Review) – Drought Relief 

 

Presented by: Kathy Cole, Executive Legislative Representative 

 

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

subject to CEQA and authorize the General Manager to support 

SB 104. 

 

 

Discussion at the Communications and Legislation Committee on SB 104 was 

suspended since the bill has already been chaptered and there was no need to vote. 

 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

a. Subject: Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 

 

Presented by: Dee Zinke, Deputy General Manager, External Affairs  

 

Ms. Zinke reported on federal matters in the absence of Brad Hiltscher, Executive 

Legislative Representative, which included: 

 

 Greater Los Angeles Access DC Briefing for the Los Angeles Congressional 

Delegation on water supply conditions. 

 

 

b. Subject: Report on activities from Sacramento 

 

Presented by: Kathy Cole, Executive Legislative Representative 

 

Ms. Cole reported on a number of state matters which included: 

 Legislative deadlines 

 Bill introductions 

 2014 water bond 

 Delta-related legislation 

 CEQA legislation 
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7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 

a. Subject: External Affairs Management report  

 

Presented by: Dee Zinke, Deputy General Manager, External Affairs 

 

No report was given. 

 

 

8. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on April 8, 2014 (subsequently changed to April 7, 2014). 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 

 

 

Linda Ackerman 

Chair 


