
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 

 

ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

 

March 10, 2014 

 

 

Chair Evans called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. in Committee Room 2-145 at Metropolitan's 

Headquarters. 
 

Members present:  Chair Evans, Vice Chair Brown, Directors Barbre, Grunfeld, Lefevre (entered 

2:15 p.m.), Morris, Peterson, Record, and Steiner. 

 

Members absent:  Directors Camacho, De Jesus, Lowenthal, and Sanchez. 

 

Other Board members present:  Directors Ackerman, Ballin, Dick, Edwards, Hogan, and 

Lewinger. 

 

Staff present:  J. Alvarado, Arita, Beatty, Bednarski, Bennion, R. Brown, Boyd, G. Breaux, 

L. Carrillo, Clairday, Coffey, H. Collins, J. Green, Ha Kushi, Hassel, Jarrad, G. Johnson, 

Kightlinger, Koch, Krysa, Lambeck, Man, M. Parsons, Riss, M. Rojas, Scully, Skinner, 

Spradling, M. Stewart, Tellers, Upadhyay, B. Yamasaki, and Zinke.  

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded.  

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ENGINEERING AND OPERATIONS 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD JANUARY 13, 2014. 
 

Motion: 

Moved:  

Carried 

Director Barbre 

 

Seconded:  

 

Director Grunfeld 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Brown, Barbre, Grunfeld, Morris, Peterson, Record, and 

Steiner  

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Directors Camacho, De Jesus, Lefevre, Lowenthal and Sanchez 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 5 absent. 
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3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION   

 

7-3 Subject: Appropriate $900,000; and authorize two rehabilitation projects at 

the Joseph Jensen Water Treatment Plant (Approps. 15371 and 

15442) 

 

Presented by: None  

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is 

categorically exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $900,000; and  

b. Authorize design to rehabilitate flocculators and traveling 

bridges at Jensen Modules Nos. 2 and 3. 
 

Moved:  Director Grunfeld Seconded:   Director Barbre 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Brown, Barbre, Grunfeld, Morris, Peterson, Record, and 

Steiner 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors  Camacho, De Jesus, Lefevre, Lowenthal, and Sanchez 

The motion passed by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 5 absent. 

 

Director Lefevre entered the meeting at 2:15 p.m. 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

8-1 Subject: Appropriate $32.5 million; and award $22,888,888 contract to 

S.J. Amoroso Construction Co., Inc. to construct a chlorine 

containment system at Metropolitan’s Chemical Unloading Facility 

(Approp. 15346) 

 

Presented by: Engineering Services Group Section Manager John Bednarski  

Motion: Determine that the proposed action has been previously addressed in 

the 2011 categorical exemptions, and 

a. Appropriate $32.5 million; and  

b. Award $22,888,888 contract to S. J. Amoroso Construction 

Co., Inc. to construct a containment system at the Chemical 

Unloading facility. 
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Moved:  Director Steiner Seconded:   Director Lefevre 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Brown, Barbre, Grunfeld, Lefevre , Morris, Peterson, Record, 

and Steiner 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors  Camacho, De Jesus, Lowenthal, and Sanchez 

The motion passed by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 

 

 

8-2 Subject: Appropriate $8.5 million; and award $5,946,507 contract to 

J. F. Shea Construction, Inc. for prestressed concrete cylinder pipe 

repairs on the Second Lower Feeder (Approp. 15471)  

 

Presented by: Engineering Services Group Senior Engineer Meang Hassel  

Motion: Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is 

statutorily exempt, and 

a. Appropriate $8.5 million; and  

b. Award $5,946,507 contract to J. F. Shea Construction, Inc. 

for PCCP repairs on the Second Lower Feeder. 

Moved:  Director Morris Seconded:   Director Barbre 

Ayes: Directors Evans, Brown, Camacho, De Jesus, Grunfeld, Lefevre, Morris, 

Peterson, and Record 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors  Camacho, De Jesus, Lowenthal, and Sanchez 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 no, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

None 

 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

None 
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 Chair Evans requested the reorder of the Committee items. 

 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

a. Subject: Water System Operations Manager’s report 
 

Water System Operations Group Manager Jim Green 

 

Mr. Green provided an update on current and future system operations in 2014. 

 

 

b. Subject: Engineering Services Manager’s report 
 

Presented by: Engineering Services Group Manager Gordon Johnson 

 

Mr. Johnson reported on current drought response projects. 

 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

c. Subject:  Capital Investment Plan for fiscal years 2014/15 and 2015/16 

 

Presented by: Unit Manager Tobin Tellers 

 

Mr. Tellers reported on the proposed Capital Investment Plan for fiscal years 2014/15 

and 2015/16. 

 

a. Subject:  Water System Operations Group Biennial Budget for 2014/15 and 

2015/16 

 

Presented by: None 

 

 

b. Subject:  Engineering Services Group Biennial Budget for 2014/15 and 

2015/16 

 

Presented by: None 

 

 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

Director Grunfeld requested information on how the Small Business Enterprise 

requirements are established. 
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9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

  None 

 

Next meeting will be held on April 7, 2014, (subsequently changed to April 8, 2014). 

 

Meeting adjourned at 3:25 p.m. 

 

 

Thomas Evans 

Chair 


