
 

 
 

 Executive Committee 

4/22/2014 Committee Meeting 

7f 
Subject 

Adopt procedures for election of the Chair of the Board of Directors 

Executive Summary 

Metropolitan’s Administrative Code requires that a vacancy in the office of Chair of the Metropolitan Board of 
Directors be filled by an election within 90 days of the vacancy.  The Administrative Code also provides that the 
next regular election for Chair will be at the October 2014 Board meeting for the term commencing on January 1, 
2015.  The purpose of this letter is to provide the Executive Committee with the proposals of the Vice Chairs for 
procedures to elect the next Chair of the Board. 

Details 

Background 

Chairman Foley passed away on March 21, 2014.  In accordance with the provisions of Administrative Code 
Section 2203, an election to fill the vacancy is required within 90 days, or by June 19, 2014. 

A subsequent election for Chair would also be required at the October 2014 Board meeting, under Administrative 
Code Section 2202, which states that the Chair is elected in even-numbered years at the October meeting of the 
Board. 

The Executive Committee has jurisdiction over procedures for the fair and impartial election of board members to 
the offices of Chair and Secretary of the Board.  The Vice Chairs propose the following options for the election of 
a new Chair of the Metropolitan Board of Directors for consideration by the Executive Committee.  The options 
are listed individually and may be individually voted on by the committee. 

Proposal 1: The Vice Chairs propose that there be a single election to elect a new Chair for the remainder of 
Chairman Foley’s unexpired term and for the term that will commence in January 2015.  If this proposal is not 
approved, there will be two elections, one in June to fill Chairman Foley’s unexpired term and another election in 
October for the new term that will commence in January 2015. 

Proposal 2: The Vice Chairs propose that the Executive Committee determine whether the single election for 
a new Chair shall be held at the May Board or the June Board. 

Proposal 3: The Vice Chairs propose that members of the Board submit their nominations for Chair or their 
intent to be a candidate for Chair in writing to the Board Executive Secretary at least 14 days prior to the Board 
meeting at which the election for Chair will be held.  The Board Executive Secretary will distribute the list of 
candidates to the full Board no later than 10 days prior to the Board meeting at which the election will be held.  

Nominations for Chair may also be made from the floor at the Board meeting at which the election is held.  

The proposals in this letter are limited to establishing the procedure for filling the current vacancy and the next 
election for Chair of the Metropolitan Board.  The approval of these proposals will not amend the Administrative 
Code or change the procedures for future elections. 
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Policy 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 2202:  Selection of Officers 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 2203:  Vacancy in Office 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 2520:  Board and Committee Nomination Procedures:  
In General 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

CEQA determination for all Options: 

The proposed action is not defined as a project under CEQA because it involves continuing administrative 
activities, such as general policy and procedure making (Section 15378(b)(2) of the State CEQA Guidelines).  In 
addition, where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed action in question may 
have a significant effect on the environment, the proposed action is not subject to CEQA (Section 15061(b)(3) of 
the State CEQA Guidelines).  

The CEQA determination is: Determine that the proposed action is not subject to CEQA pursuant to 
Sections 15378(b)(2) and 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

Committee Options 

Proposal I: 

Adopt the CEQA recommendation that the proposed action is not subject to the provisions of CEQA and: 

Option #1 
Waive the provisions in the Administrative Code and determine there will be a single election to fill both the 
unexpired term of Chairman Foley and the two-year term for Chair of the Board of Directors that will 
commence on January 1, 2015. 

Option #2 
Do not waive the provisions of the Administrative Code.  Have an election to fill the unexpired term of 
Chairman Foley within 90 days of March 21, 2014.  Hold a separate election election for Chair of the Board 
of Directors at the October 2014 Board meeting for the two-year term that will commence on January 1, 2015. 

Proposal II: 
Adopt the CEQA recommendation that the proposed action is not subject to the provisions of CEQA and: 

Option #1 
Hold the single election for Chair of the Board of Directors at the May 2014 Board meeting. 

Option #2 
Hold the single election for Chair of the Board of Directors at the June 2014 Board meeting. 

Proposal III: 
Adopt the CEQA recommendation that the proposed action is not subject to the provisions of CEQA and: 

Option #1 
Waive the procedures in the Administrative Code for the nomination of Chair of the Board of Directors and 
determine that for the current election for Chair of the Board of Directors, members of the Board shall submit 
their nomination for Chair or their intent to be a candidate for Chair to the Board Executive Secretary at least 
14 days prior to the Board meeting at which the election for Chair will be held.  The Board Executive 
Secretary will distribute the list of candidates to the full Board no later than 10 days prior to the Board 
meeting at which the election will be held.  Nominations for Chair may also be made from the floor at the 
Board meeting at which the election is held. 
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Option #2 
Do not waive the procedures in the Administrative Code for the nomination of Chair of the Board of 
Directors. 

 
 
 

 4/16/2014 
Marcia Scully 
General Counsel 

Date 

 
 

 4/16/2014 
Jeffrey Kightlinger 
General Manager 

Date 

 
 
 
Attachment 1 – Administrative Code Section 2203:  Vacancy in Office 
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Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code 

Administrative Code Section 2203 provides:  “Whenever a vacancy occurs in an office of Chair or 
Secretary of the Board during a term of office, nominations shall be submitted to and an election shall be 
held by the Board to fill the vacancy within 90 days of the date of the vacancy if there remain 90 days or 
more in the term at the time the vacancy occurs.” 

Administrative Code Section 2202 provides:  “The Chair shall be nominated by the Executive Committee 
or from the floor and elected in even-numbered years at the October meeting of the Board.” 

Administrative Code Section 2520 provides: 

“The Executive Committee shall: 

 (a) Nominate members for the offices of Chairman and Secretary of the Board.  Members of the 
Executive Committee may be nominated by the committee.  If a member is under consideration, he shall 
be so advised by the committee and shall immediately cease further participation in the committee’s 
deliberations and action on that office. 

 (b) Establish procedures for the fair and impartial election of members to the offices of Chair and 
Secretary of the Board including, but not limited to, sponsorship of forums for communication of the 
views of the candidates to Board members.  Nominations shall be made at the meeting of the Board at 
which an election is scheduled.  Written notice of any proposed nomination shall be given by the 
committee to each director at least 20 days prior to the scheduled date of the election.” 

 


