
 Board of Directors
Communications and Legislation Committee 

4/8/2014 Board Meeting 

8-9 
Subject 

Adopt the following positions on storage legislation:  H.R. 4125 (Costa, D-CA), Shasta Dam Expansion Act of 
2014, support; H.R. 4126 (Costa, D-CA), San Luis Reservoir Expansion Act of 2014, support if amended; 
H.R. 4127 (Costa, D-CA), Upper San Joaquin River Storage Act of 2014, support; H.R. 3980 (McClintock, 
R-CA), Water Supply Permitting Coordination Act, support if amended 

Executive Summary 

Based on Metropolitan's 2014 legislative strategy and policy principles related to water storage, staff recommends 
the board adopt the following positions on four federal legislative measures as follows: 

1. H.R. 4125 (Costa, D-CA), Shasta Dam Expansion Act of 2014, support

2. H.R. 4126 (Costa, D-CA), San Luis Reservoir Expansion Act of 2014, support if amended

3. H.R. 4127 (Costa, D-CA), Upper San Joaquin River Storage Act of 2014, support

4. H.R. 3980 (McClintock, R-CA), Water Supply Permitting Coordination Act, support if amended

Details 

Storage is a key component of Metropolitan’s regional water supply strategy to provide reliable water supplies 
during periods of drought.  Currently during California’s historic drought of 2014, many water agencies 
throughout the state have reported near empty reservoirs, leading communities to struggle with how they will 
provide drinking water to residents and supply water for businesses and farms.  Because of storage on the 
Colorado River and a 20-year program of building Metropolitan’s storage capacity, the southland is more 
prepared to weather the current drought than most other parts of the state despite the current zero percent 
allocation on the State Water Project. 

To prepare for dry years, Metropolitan has invested about $2.5 billion over the last two decades in more than 
25 surface and groundwater storage projects and programs.  These investments were made by Metropolitan, 
without financial contributions by the state or federal governments, as these storage projects and programs 
directly benefit the service area by providing water deliveries to its member agencies.  In addition to projects like 
Diamond Valley Lake, which can hold over 810,000 acre-feet, Metropolitan’s  investments include conservation 
projects that allow the district to store up to 1.5 MAF of water in Lake Mead on the Colorado River, as well as 
groundwater banking programs both within and outside of the service area that can store up to 2.6 MAF.  Through 
all of its storage facilities and programs, Metropolitan has the capacity to store over 6 MAF of water.  By taking 
advantage of water deliveries in wet years and pursuing water purchases and exchanges, Metropolitan had 
3.3 MAF in storage available for use in dry years and emergency situations at the onset of the current drought.  In 
2013 Metropolitan withdrew roughly 300,000 acre-feet from its storage accounts to meet demands.  In 2014, 
Metropolitan is expected to exceed that amount, given the current zero percent allocation from the State Water 
Project.   

In recognizing the regional and statewide benefit of storage facilities, Metropolitan has taken strategic positions 
that support:  (1) development of storage projects that benefit water users by providing reliable delivery of water 
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supplies to their local service areas, (2) cost-effective, "beneficiaries-pay" approaches to implementing storage 
projects in which water users pay for the storage that provides their water deliveries, (3) statewide value of 
storage projects that provide broad public benefits (e.g., recreation, flood control, native species protections) and 
are paid for by the general public, (4) enlargement of Shasta Dam to enhance the reliable delivery of water 
supplies for the federal Central Valley Project, and (5) efficient and timely implementation process for storage 
projects. 

Specific policy principles adopted by Metropolitan that recognize the regional and statewide benefit of storage 
facilities include: 

1. Legislative Strategy for 2014, Minute Item 49625 – December 10, 2013 (expressing support for 
administrative/legislative action to add storage statewide and to remove existing prohibition for state 
funding to raise Shasta Dam).  

2. 2014 Water Bond Priorities, Minute Item 49353 – March 12, 2013 (expressing support for the funding of 
statewide system improvements, including:  (a) funding the public benefits associated with surface and 
groundwater storage; (b) requiring eligible projects to meet public benefit criteria as developed by the 
California Water Commission (pursuant to SBX7-2); (c) awarding bond funds on a competitive basis; and 
(d) requiring local matching funds as appropriate. 

Metropolitan is prepared to meet Southern California’s water demands in the current drought due to the many 
investments made by Metropolitan and its member agencies in storage.  Simultaneously, the entire state continues 
to struggle with a historically severe drought.  To address the drought, several federal bills have been introduced 
in the 2013-2014 legislative session regarding water storage.  Some of these legislative proposals include 
construction authorizations to expand existing or develop new storage facilities; while other bills address changes 
to permitting and procedures intended to improve efficiency in approval of storage projects.  These bills include 
H.R. 4125 (Costa) (Attachment 1), H.R. 4126 (Costa) (Attachment 2), H.R. 4127 (Costa) (Attachment 3), 
H.R. 3980 (McClintock) (Attachment 4). 

Staff recommends the following positions on storage-related legislation: 

1. H.R. 4125 (Costa, D-CA) - Shasta Dam Expansion Act of 2014, support.  This bill would amend the 
CALFED Bay-Delta Authorization Act to authorize construction for enlargement of Shasta Dam if the 
Secretary of the Interior finds that it is feasible.  Based on the Board’s 2014 legislative priorities, staff 
recommends the Board authorize the General Manager to support H.R. 4125. 
 

2. H.R. 4126 (Costa D-CA) - San Luis Reservoir Expansion Act of 2014, support, if amended.  This bill 
would amend the CALFED Bay-Delta Authorization Act to authorize the construction of the expansion of 
San Luis Reservoir.  Based on the Board’s 2014 legislative priorities, staff recommends the Board 
authorize the General Manager to support H.R. 4126, if amended to also authorize San Luis Reservoir to 
receive seismic upgrades under the Bureau of Reclamation’s Safety of Dams program.  
 

3. H.R. 4127 (Costa, D-CA) - Upper San Joaquin River Storage Act of 2014, support.  This bill would 
amend the CALFED Bay-Delta Authorization Act to authorize construction for Upper San Joaquin River 
storage in Fresno and Madera Counties if the Secretary of the Interior finds that the project is feasible.  
Based on the Board’s 2014 legislative priorities, staff recommends the Board authorize the General 
Manager to support H.R. 4127. 
 

4. H.R. 3980 (McClintock R-CA) - Water Supply Permitting Coordination Act, support, if amended.  
This bill would authorize the Secretary of the Interior to coordinate federal and state permitting processes 
related to construction of new surface water storage projects and designate the Bureau of Reclamation as 
the lead agency for permit processing.  The bill’s provisions would apply when new surface water storage 
projects are planned on lands under the jurisdiction of the Secretaries of the Interior or Agriculture.  By 
coordinating the preparation of unified environmental documents by the agencies, this bill could lead to a 
more reliable and efficient permit and approval process.  The bill would be improved if in addition to 
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allowing state agencies to participate, it allowed local agencies such as Metropolitan to choose to 
participate.  The bill also allows a non-federal public entity to contribute funds to the Department of the 
Interior to expedite the evaluation of a permit for a “qualifying project or activity for a public purpose 
under the jurisdiction” of the Department.  Staff recommends supporting this bill if it is amended to allow 
participation by local public agencies.   

Policy 

Legislative Strategy for 2014, Minute Item 49625 – December 10, 2013 

2014 Water Bond Priorities, Minute Item 49353 – March 12, 2013 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

CEQA determination for Options #1 and #3: 

The proposed action is not defined as a project under CEQA because the proposed action involves proposals for 
legislation to be enacted by the state legislature (Section 15378(b)(1) of the State CEQA Guidelines).  In addition, 
where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed action in question may have a 
significant effect on the environment, the proposed action is not subject to CEQA (Section 15061(b)(3) of the 
State CEQA Guidelines). 

The CEQA determination is: Determine that the proposed action is not subject to the provisions of CEQA 
pursuant to Sections 15378(b)(1) and 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines. 

CEQA determination for Option #2: 

None 

Board Options 

Option #1 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not subject to CEQA and authorize the General 
Manager to adopt the following positions on the storage legislation:  H.R. 4125 (Costa, D-CA), Shasta Dam 
Expansion Act of 2014, support; H.R. 4126 (Costa, D-CA), San Luis Reservoir Expansion Act of 2014, 
support if amended; H.R. 4127 (Costa, D-CA), Upper San Joaquin River Storage Act of 2014, support; 
H.R. 3980 (McClintock, R-CA), Water Supply Permitting Coordination Act, support if amended. 
Fiscal Impact: No direct impact, but could provide indirect benefit by encouraging development of storage in 
Northern California and increasing statewide water supply reliability. 
Business Analysis: Increased storage in Northern California benefits the entire state and increases statewide 
water supply reliability. 

Option #2 
Take no position on the storage legislation. 
Fiscal Impact: No direct impact, but failing to increase storage in Northern California could lead to long-
term statewide, financial impacts due to reduced statewide water supply reliability. 
Business Analysis: Failing to increase storage in Northern California could reduce statewide water supply 
reliability. 

Option #3 
Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not subject to CEQA and authorize the General 
Manager to adopt positions on each of the following bills individually:  H.R. 4125 (Costa, D-CA), Shasta 
Dam Expansion Act of 2014, support; H.R. 4126 (Costa, D-CA), San Luis Reservoir Expansion Act of 2014, 
support if amended; H.R. 4127 (Costa, D-CA), Upper San Joaquin River Storage Act of 2014, support; 
H.R. 3980 (McClintock, R-CA), Water Supply Permitting Coordination Act, support if amended. 
Fiscal Impact: Unknown 
Business Analysis: Failing to increase storage in Northern California could reduce statewide water supply 
reliability. 
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Staff Recommendation 

Option #1 

4/3/2014 
Dee Zinke 
Deputy General Manager, External Affairs 

Date 

4/3/2014 
Jeffrey Kightlinger 
General Manager 

Date 

Attachment 1 – H.R. 4125 (Costa, D-CA), as introduced February 28, 2014 

Attachment 2 – H.R. 4126 (Costa, D-CA), as introduced February 28, 2014 

Attachment 3 – H.R. 4127 (Costa, D-CA), as introduced February 28, 2014 

Attachment 4 – H.R. 3980 (McClintock, R-CA), as introduced January 31, 2014 

Ref# ea12630406 
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