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1. Introduction:

Project Location: The proposed project is located at the existing Leo J. Vander Lans 
Water Treatment Facility (LVLWTF) at 7380 East Willow Street, Long Beach, California.

Project Description: The proposed project would implement the expansion of the 
existing LVLWTF.  The LVLWTF’s main role is to produce recycled water through 
advanced treatment of wastewater for injection into the Alamitos Seawater Barrier.  The 
LVLWTF processes tertiary treated (Title 22) recycled water from the Long Beach Water 
Reclamation Plant using microfiltration (MF), reverse osmosis (RO), and ultraviolet (UV) 
light.  The LVLWTF’s has an existing effluent capacity of 3 million gallons per day (mgd).
The plant was designed to accommodate future expansion to 8.0 mgd (the proposed 
project). The proposed project would increase recycled water production capacity to 8 
mgd to produce more water for recharge and/or injection, and reduce the dependence 
on potable water for injection. The expansion will maintain the same MF, RO, and UV 
system as the current plant but increase the capacity of each process.  The proposed 
project is within the existing site boundary. 

Findings:  An initial study was prepared to assess the proposed project’s potential 
effects on the environment and the significance of those impacts.  Based on the initial 
study, the Water Replenishment District of Southern California (WRD) has determined 
that the proposed project will not have a significant impact on the environment.  This 
conclusion is supported by the following findings:

The project will not result in impacts to agricultural resources, cultural resources, 
land use, mineral resources, and recreation.

The project will result in less than significant impacts to aesthetics, air quality, 
biological resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gases, hazards and 
hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, noise, population and housing, 
public services, transportation/traffic, and utilities and service systems.  
No substantial evidence exists that the proposed project would have a negative 
or adverse effect on the environment.

The project would not substantially degrade the quality of the environment, 
significantly reduce the habitat for fish and wildlife species, result in fish or wildlife 
populations below a self-sustaining level, reduce or restrict the range of a 
special-status species, or eliminate important examples of California history or 
prehistory.  

5/14/2013 Board Meeting 7-2 Attachment 3, Page 1 of 4



The project would not achieve short-term environmental goals to the determent 
of long-term environmental goals.

The project would not have environmental effects that would cause substantial
direct or indirect adverse effects on humans.

The project would not have environmental effects that are individually limited but 
cumulatively considerable. 

The Water Replenishment District of Southern California Board of Directors adopted the 
negative declaration for the proposed project on April 20, 2012 and approved the project 
on May 4, 2012.   

2. Project Modification Description:

Since the approval of the original project (as described in Section 1 of this addendum), a 
minor project modification has occurred that needs to be addressed within the context of 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines. The 
Water Replenishment District of Southern California is proposing to obtain financial 
assistance for the approved project through the Local Resources Program (LRP) that is 
administered by The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan).  
The LRP provides a funding mechanism to member agencies to encourage local 
development of recycled water and recovered groundwater. This funding mechanism 
emphasizes cost-efficiency to Metropolitan, while timing new production according to 
regional water supply needs. Metropolitan provides assistance of up to $250 per acre-
foot of production to its partners within Metropolitan’s service area for agreement terms 
up to 25 years.  A competitive Request for Proposal process is conducted periodically, 
dependent on the need to meet the targets established in the Integrated Resources Plan 
(IRP)1. 

Key objectives of the LRP are to:

1. Reduce future demand on Metropolitan’s imported water supplies through direct 
replacement of potable water;

2. Assist local projects that improve regional water supply reliability; and
3. Meet periodically updated IRP local resource targets. 

As part of a consortium of agencies participating in the LRP process, the Water 
Replenishment District of Southern California is proposing to partner with 
Metropolitan (“proposed project modification”) in conjunction with the Leo J. 
Vander Lans Water Treatment Facility Expansion Project. As the Lead Agency, 
the Water Replenishment District of Southern California has prepared this 

1 Metropolitan’s Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) identifies goals for a diverse mix of local and 
imported water resource elements optimized to meet future supply reliability in a cost-effective 
manner.  The IRP sets initial targets for resource development that the region must achieve for 
water supply reliability through the year 2020.  IRP studies show reduced long-term costs to the 
region when local resources are developed due to downsizing or deferral of Metropolitan’s capital 
improvements, reduction in operating costs for importation, treatment and distribution, and 
reduction in costs for developing alternative regional supplies.  These benefits are realized by all 
Metropolitan member agencies through improved regional water supply reliability.
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addendum to the previously adopted Negative Declaration in support of its 
discretionary action to comply with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.  For 
this proposed project modification, Metropolitan will act as a Responsible 
Agency.  

3. Minor Technical Additions:

Since partnering in the original project would require a discretionary action by the Lead 
Agency’s decision making body, it is necessary to clarify the text in the Negative 
Declaration as originally prepared by the Lead Agency.  This addendum has been 
prepared to address this minor change in the Utilities and Service Systems (Water) 
section of the Negative Declaration.

In light of the foregoing discussion in the project description, starting on page 3-64, in 
Section 3.17., Utilities and Service Systems, in the Negative Declaration, under
response “d” text discussing the availability of sufficient water supplies to serve the 
project from existing entitlements and resources, or need for new or expanded 
entitlements, the following text is hereby added as the last paragraph under response 
“d”:

On November 14, 2012, the Long Beach Water Department, on behalf of the WRD, 
submitted the proposal on the Leo J. Vander Lans Water Treatment Facility Expansion 
Project to Metropolitan. As the Responsible Agency, Metropolitan’s Board of Directors 
will review and consider the proposal and environmental documentation prepared by the 
Water Replenishment District of Southern California in determining whether or not to 
approve financial assistance for the project within the Local Resources Program (LRP) 
administrative process.

The proposed project modification (i.e., a partnership with Metropolitan in the LRP for 
the Leo J. Vander Lans Water Treatment Facility Expansion Project) would be consistent 
with Metropolitan’s commitment to develop LRP activities that would increase water 
supply reliability. The proposed project modification would have up to a 25-year term as 
negotiated between the Lead Agency and Metropolitan. 

This minor technical change and further clarification to the original project does not affect 
water supplies or water quality within the Lead Agency’s service area. Instead, the 
proposed project modification is an administrative and fiscal action. For Metropolitan, the 
proposed project modification would be beneficial in terms of being consistent with the 
objectives of the LRP.  Accordingly, this activity would not result in a tangible change in 
the physical environment.

Therefore, no impact to utilities and service systems would result from the 
implementation of the proposed project modification. 

4. Basis for Preparation of Addendum:

Section 15164(b) of the State CEQA Guidelines states “An addendum to an adopted 
negative declaration may be prepared if only minor technical changes or additions are 
necessary or none of the conditions described in Section 15162 calling for the preparation 
of a subsequent EIR or negative declaration have occurred.”  Following are the applicable 
conditions described in Section 15162 that were reviewed to determine, on the basis of 
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