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 Bay-Delta Management Report

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the activities related to the Bay-Delta for December 2011.

Detailed Report 

Long-Term Delta Actions 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP) 

In response to recent public comments on the BDCP Memorandum of Agreement, the state and federal 

agencies participating in the BDCP process are taking steps to post preliminary draft working versions 

of various BDCP and Environmental Impact Report/Environmental Impact Statement chapters on the 

internet for public review.  While not part of a formal public review process, it is expected that many 

stakeholder groups will provide comments on these preliminary draft documents.  Metropolitan, along 

with representatives of other water agencies, will review these materials and determine how best to 

support the development of the official public draft reports.  

Delta Habitat Conservation and Conveyance Program (DHCCP) 

During this past month, the Department of Water Resources (DWR) and DHCCP consultant’s staff 

worked with other state and federal agencies to narrow down the intake locations for the proposed 

conveyance alternatives on the Sacramento River.  DWR and their consultants have also completed all 

scheduled initial field geotechnical work on public lands for 2011.  This work included a combined 64 

boring and cone penetration tests.  DWR continues to conduct laboratory testing on the soil samples 

collected.  DWR is also continuing to work and negotiate with private property owners to gain access for 

the initial field geotechnical investigations on their property.  Also the California Water Commission has 

granted the requested Resolutions of Necessity for DWR to proceed with the eminent domain process, if 

it is required.  This affects geotechnical work at 30 locations on private property.  The field geotechnical 

work on private lands represents approximately 40 percent of field geotechnical work planned for this 

phase.   

Delta Stewardship Council (Council) 

On November 4, 2011, the Council released a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for its Fifth 

Staff Draft Delta Plan.  Comments on the draft EIR are due February 2, 2012.  In coordination with 

other water agencies, staff is reviewing the draft EIR and preparing to file comments.  The purpose of 

the Delta Plan is to coordinate and guide state and local agencies to take actions to achieve the coequal 

goals of providing a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring, and enhancing 

the Delta ecosystem.  The draft EIR examines the environmental consequences of the Draft Plan’s 12 

regulatory policies and 61 non-binding recommendations, along with five other project alternatives.  

To date, the Council has held two hearings, on November 17 and December 15, 2011 in Sacramento,  

to take public comment on the draft EIR.  Five field hearings are scheduled for the following dates: 

January 11, 2012, in San Diego, January 12, 2012, in Pasadena, January 17, 2012, in Ceres, January 18, 

2012, in Clarksburg, and January 19, 2012, in Willows. All are held from 6:00 - 8:30 p.m. Metropolitan 

staff are coordinating with the member agencies regarding this opportunity to comment. 
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At the December 15 Council meeting, there was a report on the Delta Science Program independent 

science review of the Delta Protection Commission Economic Sustainability Plan.  The independent 

peer review panel found that the report does a good job of describing the value of the Delta and its 

economy, but it does not provide a comprehensive benefit-cost analysis, it is missing specific 

information on how to prioritize future investments, and it needs to provide guidance for evacuation 

planning. 

Near-Term Delta Actions 

State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 

The State Water Board is continuing its process to review and update the 2006 Bay-Delta Water Quality 

Control Plan to protect beneficial uses in the Bay-Delta watershed.  The current focus of the process is 

on the update of the southern Delta salinity and San Joaquin River flow objectives and the program of 

implementation for those objectives.  Staff is reviewing an October 2011 document, “Technical Report 

on the Scientific Basis for Alternative San Joaquin River Flow and Southern Delta Salinity Objectives,” 

that was recently placed on the State Water Board website.  The State Water Board plans to circulate 

environmental documentation in February or March 2012 with opportunity for public comment in 

June 2012, and plans to complete the water rights proceedings on southern Delta salinity and San 

Joaquin River flow objectives by June 2013. 

The State Water Board has unofficially indicated that it plans to begin proceedings for the Sacramento 

River basin and Delta outflow in February 2012, with optimistic target dates of 2013 and 2014 for basin 

plan completion and implementation, respectively.  Staff has participated in several meetings with state 

and federal water contractors and upstream interests to coordinate regarding these proceedings. Staff, 

through SFCWA, has also participated in several meetings with state and federal water contractors, 

upstream water users, and power utilities to develop water supply, environmental, and energy impact 

estimates if the State Water Board were to set objectives similar to their August 2010 Delta Flow 

Criteria. 

 

Delta Emergency Preparedness 

Delta Flood Emergency Preparedness, Response and Recovery Program (EPRRP) 

DWR is expected to issue an administrative draft of the Delta Flood Emergency Preparedness, Response 

and Recovery Program for executive review in the first quarter 2012, for agency review in the second 

quarter and as a final document in the fourth quarter. A meeting was held with representatives of RD 

2028, DWR, and the Army Corps of Engineers on the feasibility study of providing land side levee fill 

to reduce levee slumping along the emergency freshwater pathway.  Much of the focus has centered on 

the cost estimate of the feasibility study and developing the means for reducing study funding. Cost 

estimates for the addition of landside fill will include evaluating multiple borrow sources and haul 

routes, including Army Corps of Engineers sources at Grand Island, and private sources at Decker Island 

and Roberts Island.   


