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Water Resource Management 

• Colorado River Management Report

Summary 
This report provides a summary of the activities related to management of Metropolitan’s Colorado River 
resources during September 2010. 

Detailed Report 
Response to IID Proposal 

In response to an Imperial Irrigation District (IID) letter informing the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) of 
its intent to deliver 41,250 acre-feet of its unused entitlement to the Salton Sea this year, Metropolitan sent a letter 
urging Reclamation to reject IID’s request.  In its letter, Metropolitan pointed out that not only is the proposed 
action not allowed under IID’s water delivery contract, but it would further reduce storage in Lake Mead, 
increasing the risk of shortages in the Lower Basin.  Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA), which is 
particularly concerned by the low levels in Lake Mead, sent a letter to Reclamation opposing IID’s position.  The 
legal aspects of IID’s proposed action will be discussed in closed session at the October 2010 Water Planning and 
Stewardship Committee meeting. 

Hoover Dam Honored during 75th Anniversary Ceremony 

Metropolitan Director Glen Peterson and staff attended the 75th anniversary of the dedication of Hoover Dam.  
The ceremony was held at the same time of day and location where President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
addressed the nation to honor completing construction of the engineering marvel.  Assistant Secretary Anne 
Castle and Reclamation Commissioner Mike Connor addressed the crowd, pointing out how Hoover Dam has 
been successful in reshaping the American West, providing water and energy to allow the region to flourish.  And 
even with Lake Mead at its lowest level in more than 50 years, at 10 million acre-feet of storage, it has more water 
in it than Lakes Shasta and Oroville combined when they are filled to capacity.  In addition to the 75 year-old 
dam, a new feature will soon be completed at the site; a bridge bypassing the dam will be opened later this month.  
The bridge will provide unique views to those willing to travel across the pedestrian walkway on the bridge to a 
viewpoint overlooking Hoover Dam. 

Basin States and United States Continue Working on Storage Agreement with Mexico 

The Basin States continued working with Reclamation and the International Boundary and Water Commission to 
reach agreement on conditions that would allow Mexico to store water in Lake Mead in 2010 and 2011.  Earlier 
this year the two countries had hoped to reach a long-term water management agreement, but that effort was 
postponed in favor of attempting to reach agreement on Mexico's immediate need to store water due to the 
earthquake damage in the Mexicali Valley.  Mexico has said it would like to store 40,000 acre-feet this year and 
100,000 acre-feet next year.  It is hoped that an agreement can be reached in the next month and formalized into a 
new minute to the 1944 Treaty with Mexico.  The main issue for the Basin States is allowing Mexico to store 
water in the near-term while not giving up opportunities to achieve a long-term agreement that would include 
shortage sharing with Mexico.  It is hoped a long-term agreement could be reached early next year. 

First Fill of Warren H. Brock Reservoir 

In late September, Reclamation conducted its first fill of the Warren H. Brock Reservoir, formerly known as 
"Drop 2 Reservoir".  The first fill is part of the operational testing for the project and, if successful, it would begin 
full operation later this winter.  Metropolitan, along with SNWA and the Central Arizona Project, provided 
funding for the reservoir in exchange for Intentionally Created Surplus storage credits in Lake Mead.  The project 
has been under budget, and to date, Metropolitan has been refunded $1.5 million of its initial $28.7 million 
payment.  It is expected that an additional refund could be returned to Metropolitan when the project is completed 
later this year. 
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