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Manhattan Beach Golf Course recently 

retrofitted to use recycled water 

 Semiannual report on Local Resources, Conservation, and 

Desalination

Summary 

Activities since July 2009 

Detailed Report 

Key Activities for this Reporting Period 

Local Resources Program 

 Three new Local Resource Program agreements were approved by the Board for recycled water 

projects in Los Angeles, Oxnard and Burbank adding 3,600 acre-feet per year (AFY) to the program.  

  

 Four new LRP projects commenced operations in 

Burbank, Calleguas, San Diego, and Los Angeles adding 

production capacity of 2,895 AFY. 

 The City of Manhattan Beach held a dedication ceremony 

commencing the operation of a new Public Sector water 

recycling project which will save about 50 AFY. 

Conservation Program 

 Reactivated the regional commercial and residential 

conservation incentive programs in September 2009. 

 Regional commercial incentive program was fully reserved before the end of December.  Since then, 

however, numerous reservations have expired leaving approximately 30 percent of the budget 

unspent. 

 Initiated discussions with member agencies on the development of a long term conservation plan 

strategy. 

Seawater Desalination 

 The Board authorized the General Manager to enter into an incentive agreement with the San Diego 

County Water Authority for the Carlsbad Seawater Desalination Project. 

 Participated in the competitive selection process of a consultant to conduct a feasibility study for a 

potential seawater desalination plant in Rosarito Beach, Mexico in partnership with the San Diego 

County Water Authority, Southern Nevada Water Agency, and Central Arizona Water Conservation 

District.  

Report 

Water Resource Management 
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Local Resources Program 

Metropolitan provides financial incentives for local development of water recycling and groundwater recovery 

projects that reduce demand or prevent a new demand on Metropolitan’s imported water supplies through either 

direct replacement of potable water or increased regional groundwater production.  The Local Resources Program 

is an integral part of meeting the Integrated Resources Plan (IRP) regional target of 750,000 AFY by 2025 for 

recycled water production, groundwater recovery and seawater desalination. 

New Board Approved Projects 

Staff worked with member agencies to obtain Board approval for three new Local Resource Program agreements: 

 Oxnard Advanced Water Repurification Facility (Calleguas) – 2,310 AFY 

 Burbank Recycled Water System Expansion Phase II (City of Burbank) - 950 AFY 

 San Vicente Water Recycling Program (City of Los Angeles) - 340 AFY   

Now Operating 

Four new projects commenced operations in the past six months, increasing the total number of operating projects 

in the Local Resources Program to 79. 

 Tapo Canyon Groundwater Treatment (Calleguas) - 1455 AFY 

 Burbank Recycled Water System Expansion Phase II (City of Burbank) – 950 AFY 

 San Vicente Water Recycling Program (San Diego County Water Authority) -  340 AFY 

 Taylor Yard Park Water Recycling Project (Los Angeles Department of Water and Power) - 150 AFY 

The City of Manhattan Beach recently unveiled its new recycled water system for the Manhattan Beach Golf 

Course on July 1.  Metropolitan provided funding through West Basin Municipal Water District by means of the 

Public Sector Program to retrofit the on-site irrigation system from potable to recycled water.  The cost of the 

retrofit project totaled about $27,000 to deliver approximately 50 AFY of recycled water.   

Production and Incentive Payments 

Both groundwater recovery and recycled water deliveries were significantly higher than the same reporting period 

last year.  Recovered groundwater deliveries were about 11 percent higher than last year, while recycled water 

deliveries were up 39 percent.   

 

  Recovered 

Groundwater 

Recycled 

Water 

Total 

Projects     

 No. of Projects 23 64 87 

 Operating Projects 22 57 79 

 Contract Yield (AFY) 84,110 332,061 416,171 

     

Deliveries (AF)     

 July – December 2009* 24,000 98,800 122,800 

 July – December 2008 21,600 71,000 92,600 

     

Payments (millions)     

 July – December 2009* $4.4 $16.5 $20.9 

 July – December 2008 $4.9 $17.3 $22.2 

 

*Deliveries and payments are as reported through December 2009; however, not all information is complete since 

payments are estimated until actual costs are reconciled. 
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Water Conservation 

Metropolitan encourages water use efficiency through new standards, state laws, public outreach, financial 

incentives, and a variety of other approaches.  Since 1990, Metropolitan has provided about $250 million in 

conservation incentives, saving about 120,000 acre-feet annually. 

Regional and State-Wide Coordination 

Staff is collaborating with the member and retail agencies to develop a Long-Term Conservation Program as part 

of the Integrated Resources Plan (IRP) Update process.  To assist in developing a comprehensive long term 

program, staff recently completed a market research study to gather conservation information from retail water 

customers. Responses from this web-based survey provided insight into saturation of water-efficient devices in 

residential homes throughout the service area and will help shape future conservation strategies.  The Long-Term 

Program will consist of an updated policy and action plan that will be integrated with other elements of 

Metropolitan’s water resource development. 

On October 20, Metropolitan hosted a Department of Water Resources (DWR) workshop for municipal planners 

and water agencies on the new State Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance.  DWR provided a detailed 

review of the ordinance and the requirements for local agencies.  The ordinance, applicable to new and 

rehabilitated landscapes, is designed to reduce water use through design, installation, and maintenance.  State law 

requires local agencies, by January 1, 2010, to adopt the State Model Ordinance or a local ordinance that is at 

least as effective in saving water. 

Conservation Outreach 

Conservation ads ran from August to October 2009 on television and radio stations throughout Southern 

California.  Advertisements were broadcast on 12 television stations within Metropolitan’s service area.  More 

than 90 radio stations aired the advertisements in English, Spanish, and Chinese (Mandarin and Cantonese). 

The online advertising and social marketing components of the conservation campaign were very successful, 

driving 56 percent of all visits to bewaterwise.com during this period.  Nearly 275,000 unique visitors came to 

bewaterwise.com from July-December, resulting in more than 1.5 million page views.  

Regional Rebate Programs 

Metropolitan’s regional rebate programs for residents and commercial customers re-launched on 

September 21 with modifications designed to continue water-efficient product rebates while remaining within 

budget.  Commercial customers are now required to obtain a rebate reservation prior to purchase, which ensures 

expenditures remain within budget.  Residential applications continue to be received on a first-come, first-served 

basis and do not require advance reservations. 

As of December 28, 2009, commercial customer reservations equaled the allocated program funding for this fiscal 

year.  The majority of device reservations were for weather-based irrigation controllers, rotating spray nozzles and 

high efficiency toilets. Because Metropolitan’s commercial program funding had been fully subscribed, the 

program transitioned to a member agency fully funded program as planned on January 4, 2010.  Since then, about 

30 percent of those reservations expired. 

Rebate activity in the regional residential program started slowly when the program restarted in September.  

Program marketing efforts with local retailers have begun to increase awareness of residential rebates and spur 

greater rebate activity.   

Water Savings 

New water savings through the first half of FY 2009/10 totaled 6,800 acre-feet, which is on track to meet annual 

IRP goals.  Including backlog payments for activity last fiscal year, Metropolitan expects to save approximately 

16,000 acre-feet of water from incentive payments this fiscal year. 

  



Board Report (Semiannual report on Local Resources, Conservation, 
and Desalination) 

 

 

Date of Report: 4/13/2010 4 

Conservation Activity Summary Based on Actual Expenditures 

 Commercial Residential Backlog/MA Run 

Programs 

Total 

New Annual Water Savings (acre-feet) 

(July – December 2009) 

450 250 6,100 6,800 

For a detailed description of current conservation expenditures, please refer to the Quarterly Report on 

Conservation Credits Program for April 2010 

Seawater Desalination 

Metropolitan’s Integrated Resources Plan includes a regional goal of 150,000 acre-feet of seawater desalination 

supplies by 2025.   In support of this target, Metropolitan created the Seawater Desalination Program (SDP), 

which offers financial incentives to member agencies to develop local projects through agreements modeled after 

the LRP.  Metropolitan also provides regional facilitation to the member agencies by supporting projects during 

the permitting process and through coordinating member agency responses to regulatory and legislative issues.   

Carlsbad Seawater Desalination Project 

In November, the Board authorized a SDP incentive agreement for up to $250 per acre-foot over 25 years with the 

San Diego County Water Authority (SDCWA) and nine of its local retail agencies for the Carlsbad Seawater 

Desalination Project.   Metropolitan worked closely with the SDCWA to adjust agreement terms to account for 

unique aspects of the project related to private development and ownership.  In January, Poseidon secured 

$530 million in tax free bonds issued by the State of California Investment Bank to fund construction.  Poseidon 

began site preparation in December. 

The project’s marine life protection plan was upheld at a Coastal Commission hearing in December, and its 

greenhouse gas plan was upheld in a second hearing in February.  At the request of the SDCWA, Metropolitan 

submitted two letters and testified at the greenhouse gas plan revocation hearing. 

Rosarito Beach Desalination Study 

As part of a bi-national effort to augment Colorado River supplies, Metropolitan entered into a partnership with 

the  SDCWA, the Southern Nevada Water Authority, and the Central Arizona Water Conservation District to 

study the potential for a seawater desalination project at Rosarito Beach in Mexico.   Mexican water agency 

representatives are providing in-kind services.  Phase I of the study was launched in October and will investigate 

the potential for both a 25 million gallons per day and 50 million gallons per day projects, with a various 

conveyance alignments for bringing a portion of the product water to San Diego County.   This effort expands 

upon a 2005 study conducted by the San Diego County Water Authority and the Binational Technical Committee. 

Other Member Agency Seawater Desalination Projects 

Several of the member agencies pursuing seawater desalination reached significant milestones.  MWDOC 

finalized design and began construction on an expanded, one year pilot test of their slant beach-well.  West Basin 

Municipal Water District began construction of a demonstration project in Redondo Beach designed to test 

alternative intake technology and process optimization.  The SDCWA completed the Camp Pendleton Seawater 

Desalination Feasibility Study, which evaluated the potential for up to a 50 to 150 mgd project in Camp 

Pendleton.  The City of Long Beach completed a study of alternative membrane treatment systems and continued 

testing sub-surface infiltration galleries as an alternative to open water intakes. 
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Regional Facilitation 

Metropolitan supported member agency efforts in seawater desalination through monthly policy coordination 

meetings, and through tracking and reporting regulatory and legislative issues this year: 

 Monitoring State Water Resource Control Board’s development of power plant once through cooling 

regulations that could impact co-located seawater desalination projects, 

 Monitoring Department of Fish and Game’s process for expanding the network of marine life protection 

areas in Southern California, and several federal initiatives, 

 Metropolitan communicated with Federal legislators in support of Senate and House bills that would 

create Tax Credit Bonds for new water supplies, including desalted water, recycled water, and recovered 

groundwater. 
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