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Subject 
Proposed Action Plan regarding review of Metropolitan’s water supply and delivery capability 

Description 
At its September 2006 meeting, the Water Planning, Quality, and Resources Committee requested that staff 
propose an action plan, in consultation with the Committee Chair and Vice Chairs, to review Metropolitan’s water 
supply and delivery capability, challenges and risks, and associated policies that support development and 
management of Metropolitan’s water resources.  This information letter identifies the key water supply planning 
processes and a proposed approach for how the Committee would review and discuss Metropolitan’s capabilities 
and policies over the coming months. 

As an overview, the guiding policies for directing the development of Metropolitan’s water supply and delivery 
capability are rooted in two plans.  The first plan is the Integrated Water Resources Plan (IRP), first approved in 
1996 and updated in 2004.  The IRP lays out the water resource development targets needed by the region to meet 
six major objectives: 

1. Reliability 
2. Affordability 
3. Water Quality 
4. Diversity of supply 
5. Adaptability 
6. Recognition of Environmental, Institutional, and Political Constraints 

The targets being pursued and implemented as a result of the IRP represent a comprehensive strategy for meeting 
water supply needs into the future.  Successful implementation of the targets will represent a fulfillment of that 
strategy. 

The second plan is the Water Surplus and Drought Management Plan (WSDM Plan).  The WSDM Plan, adopted 
by the Board in 1999, is a policy framework for operating and managing water supply and water management 
programs.  The WSDM Plan provides operational guidelines for storing and withdrawing water in groundwater 
programs and surface storage (both inside and outside the service area), for interrupting discounted water supply 
programs (groundwater replenishment and agricultural), and for securing and implementing water transfers.  The 
operational framework helps to ensure that the water supplies and water management programs identified in the 
IRP are used effectively to manage regional water supplies and demands during both wet and dry years. 

The projected effectiveness of the IRP resource mix has been reported in a number of different areas, in addition 
to regular reports to the Board.  One area is in preparing and submitting an Urban Water Management Plan in 
accordance with the California Water Code.  Another important area is in the presentation of water supply 
information to demonstrate the capability of Metropolitan water supplies to meet future service area demands.  
This information is available for use by member agencies in preparing water supply assessments.  Senate 
Bills 221 (Kuehl, 2002) and 610 (Costa, 2002) require retail water agencies to provide assessments of water 
supply to meet planned developments on both the residential and commercial levels.  Collectively, the approved 
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legislation requires a statement of adequate water supply for single-dry and multiple-dry years.  Since the passage 
of the laws, Metropolitan has provided detailed justifications for regional supplies to assist member and retail 
agencies in completing their water supply assessments. 

In addition to overviews of the major planning policies and approaches contained within the IRP and WSDM 
Plan, staff will also present information on the following areas of resource development, and the board-adopted 
policies that direct their implementation: 

1. Water Storage Projects and Transfers 

a. In-Basin Groundwater Management 

i. Types of programs 
ii. Implementation Policies 

iii. Existing program characteristics (Capacity, Operational Capabilities/Limitations) 

b. Out-of-Basin Groundwater Storage 

i. Types of programs 
ii. Implementation Policies 

iii. Existing program characteristics (Capacity, Operational Capabilities/Limitations) 

c. Surface Storage 

i. Types of programs 
ii. Existing program characteristics (Capacity, Operational Capabilities/Limitations) 

iii. Emergency Storage Planning Policy 

d. Transfers/Wheeling 

i. Types of programs 
ii. Implementation Policies 

iii. Historical Availability 

2. State Water Project 

a. Water Supply Contract Provisions and Capability 
b. Range of Deliveries and Factors Affecting Availability 

3. Colorado River Aqueduct 

a. Water Supply Contract Provisions and Capability 
b. Programs (QSA, other) 

4. Local Resources Program 

a. Regional Development and Historical Yield 
b. LRP Incentive Program 
c. LRP Member Agency Task Force 

5. Conservation 

a. Regional Development and Historical Yield 
b. Programs and Strategies 

This series of reports will provide the Board with a complete view of the planning, operational, and 
implementation policies affecting water supply development by Metropolitan.  It will also provide an opportunity 
to understand Metropolitan’s water supply capabilities and policies, and allow the Board to ask questions and 
provide direction in order to assure ongoing and future reliability. 
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for 

Policy 
By Minute Item 41734, dated Jan. 9, 1996, the Board approved the Integrated Water Resources Plan. 

By Minute Item 44696, dated Nov. 20, 2001, the Board adopted the Integrated Water Resources Plan Update 
workplan. 

By Minute Item 45841, dated July 13, 2004, the Board approved the Integrated Water Resources Plan Update 
report and the regular interval of IRP Implementation Reports and IRP updates. 

By Minute Item 43514, dated April 13, 1999, the Board adopted the Water Surplus and Drought Management 
Plan. 

Fiscal Impact 
None 
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