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Subject 
Authorize entering into two consulting agreements for grant-funded water-quality improvements to ensure access 
to stored water under the Lake Perris Flexible Storage Program (Approp. 15420):  (1) an agreement with 
MWH Americas, Inc. for design support services not to exceed $800,000; and (2) an agreement with Dudek & 
Associates, Inc. for design support services not to exceed $1 million 

Description 
Consulting services are needed to improve water quality and ensure access to stored water at Lake Perris, a 
State Water Project surface water reservoir located at the end of the East Branch of the California Aqueduct.  
Lake Perris stores up to 131,000 acre-feet that benefits Metropolitan with dry-year supplies, emergency storage, 
and operational flexibility.  Since 2000, Metropolitan has worked with several state and county agencies to draft 
and implement operational guidelines addressing water supply, recreation, and fishery needs.  Metropolitan has 
pursued a comprehensive strategy to solve MTBE contamination, pathogen risks, low dissolved oxygen, fishery 
and recreation-related issues, which can constrain access to stored water at Lake Perris.  Improved relations with 
the California Departments of Parks and Recreation (State Parks), Water Resources (DWR), Fish and Game 
(DFG) and Boating and Waterways (DBAW) is contributing to solutions and has allowed Metropolitan to utilize 
water stored in Lake Perris during winter months.  Water quality issues including pathogen risks and low 
dissolved oxygen levels still constrain access to stored water during summer months and efforts are currently 
focused on improving water quality to ensure access year round. 

Recently, the reservoir’s maximum allowable water surface level has been reduced by 25 feet to elevation 1563, 
reducing storage to 74,500 acre-feet due to concerns regarding the seismic stability of the Lake Perris dam.  The 
reservoir will be operated at the lower level until DWR, which is responsible for operating and maintaining the 
reservoir, develops and implements a solution to the seismic concerns.  Metropolitan is partnering with DWR to 
address the remediation of the dam and also consider a range of potential alternatives including potential 
enlargement or further reduction in water stored.  Staff is also continuing to pursue solutions to the water quality 
issues using state grant funds.  Solutions to water quality issues are being developed in a manner to be consistent 
with alternative reservoir configurations. 

As a critical part of the water quality efforts, design services agreements are needed to design facilities to reduce 
taste and odor problems caused by low dissolved oxygen levels and to alleviate water quality concerns from 
body-contact recreation.  Metropolitan was awarded two Proposition 13 grants to develop solutions to these 
problems.  Initiation of preliminary design is needed now to make use of grant funds within the time allowed by 
the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board), the grant administrator.  Failure to complete the work 
within the time allowed (March 2007) may require Metropolitan to return grant funds.  Staff will return to the 
Board following completion of the ongoing Environmental Impact Report, for authorization to proceed with final 
design of the recommended solutions. 

Water Quality Grants 

In April 2004, the State Board and Metropolitan executed a $1.37 million grant funding agreement under 
Proposition 13 for a Lake Perris pathogen project.  The project allows design of water quality improvements that 
would reduce the risks of pathogens associated with body-contact recreation at the lake.  In May 2005, the State 
Board and Metropolitan executed a $3-million grant agreement under Proposition 13 that fund feasibility studies, 
design and construction of a proposed Lake Perris dissolved oxygen enhancement project.  The objective of these 
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projects is to expand the ability to withdraw water for drinking water purposes utilizing the full range of lake 
depths. 

The board-approved initial Metropolitan matching funds of $500,000 for the pathogen project and the dissolved 
oxygen project are being used primarily for in-house staff.  Grant funds are being used primarily for professional 
and technical services.   

Engineering Services Agreements 

Metropolitan issued Request for Proposals 718 in June 2005 for selection of design consultants for the Lake Perris 
grant work.  The RFP included two parts.  Part A consisted of design and related services for an underwater 
oxygenation system at Lake Perris.  Part B included design and related services for facilities to reduce pathogen 
risks at Lake Perris.  One firm submitted a proposal for Part A and three firms submitted proposals for Part B. 

Following a competitive evaluation, MWH Americas, Inc. was deemed to be qualified to provide the requested 
services for Part A and Dudek & Associates, Inc. was deemed to be most qualified to provide the requested 
services for Part B.  A professional services agreement is proposed with MWH Americas, Inc. in an amount not to 
exceed $800,000 to provide design services for the oxygenation system; and a professional services agreement is 
proposed with Dudek & Associates in an amount not to exceed $1 million for design services for facilities to 
reduce pathogen risks.  Both agreements would be for three years.  Task orders would be issued to the consultants 
on an as needed basis. 

These projects have been evaluated and recommended by Metropolitan’s Capital Investment Plan Evaluation 
Team, and funds have been included in the fiscal year 2005/06 capital budget for Metropolitan’s matching funds.  
Funding for the work to be assigned to the consultants is budgeted and has previously been approved by the Board 
under the grant agreements and the Lake Perris Flexible Storage Program (Approp. 15420).  Later assignments 
will be subject to certification by the Board of the Final Environmental Impact Report and increases in 
appropriated funds.   

Agency Coordination 

In pursuing both projects, Metropolitan will continue to coordinate with DWR, State Parks, and other members of 
the Lake Perris Task Force to ensure Metropolitan access to stored water.  In light of the recent finding of seismic 
risk of the Lake Perris Dam, Metropolitan and DWR are preparing studies that identify a range of alternative 
solutions.  In order to be consistent with these studies, Metropolitan has requested a one-year extension of the 
water quality grants from the State Board, to March 2008.  We anticipate a decision on the request from the 
State Board this fall.  Construction of physical solutions for pathogen risk reduction would not commence until 
the fall of 2008 at the earliest, due to avoidance of the recreation season, and would not be completed until the 
spring of 2009.  (The pathogen risk reduction grant does not include funds for construction.) 

Anticipated solutions for the water quality problems would likely be capable of working under any alternative 
envisioned for the repair or possible enlargement of Lake Perris Dam.  The proposed water quality solution would 
benefit Metropolitan by ensuring cost-effective water supplies and ensuring infrastructure reliability consistent 
with our strategic plan for the State Water Project investments. 

Policy 
Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 8117:  Professional and Technical Consultants  

By Minute Item No. 44584, at its Nov. 18, 2003 meeting, the Board adopted Resolution 8879 accepting state 
grant funding for the Lake Perris Pollution Prevention and Source Water Protection Program. 

By Minute Item No. 45833, at its July 13, 2004 meeting, the Board adopted Resolution 8913 accepting state grant 
funding for the Lake Perris Dissolved Oxygen Enhancement Program, appropriated $500,000 (Approp. 15420 
from the Construction Funds), and authorized the CEO/General Manager to perform environmental 
documentation, related feasibility studies and preliminary design for two projects under the Lake Perris Flexible 
Storage Program. 
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California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
CEQA determination for Option #1: 

Lake Perris Pollution Prevention and Source Water Protection Project and Lake Perris Dissolved Oxygen 
Enhancement Project  

The proposed actions associated with the two proposed projects are categorically exempt under the provisions of 
CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.  The proposed actions consist of funding, entering into one or two 
agreements, initiating preliminary design, and carrying out basic data collection and resource evaluation activities, 
which do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource.  This may be strictly for 
information gathering purposes, or as part of a study leading to an action which a public agency has not yet 
approved, adopted, or funded.  Accordingly, the proposed actions qualify as a Class 6 Categorical Exemption 
(Section 15306 of the State CEQA Guidelines). 

The CEQA determination is:  Determine that pursuant to CEQA, the proposed actions qualify under a Categorical 
Exemption (Class 6, Section 15306 of the State CEQA Guidelines). 

CEQA determinations for Option #2: 

For the one project to be approved by the Board:  Same CEQA determination as in Option #1. 

For the other project not approved by the Board:  None required 

Board Options/Fiscal Impacts 
Option #1 

Adopt the CEQA determination and authorize the General Manager to enter into the following consulting 
agreements: 

a. MWH Americas, Inc., three years, not to exceed $800,000, for design and related services for 
hypolimnetic diffused oxygen system; and 

b. Dudek & Associates, Inc., three years, not to exceed $1 million for design and related services for 
facilities to reduce pathogen risks. 

Fiscal Impact:  Grant funds will provide up to $1.8 million and Metropolitan’s previously appropriated 
matching funds will provide up to $500,000 for the authorized work. 

Option #2 
Adopt the CEQA determination and authorize the General Manager to enter into only the agreement with 
MWH Americas, Inc., three years, not to exceed $800,000, for design and related services for hypolimnetic 
diffused oxygen system. 
Fiscal Impact:  Potential loss of grant funds of approximately $459,000. 

Staff Recommendation  
Option #1 
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