
Date of Report: August 2, 2005 

• Diamond Valley Recreation Program Monthly Report from 
June through the end of July 2005

Summary 

This report provides an update of the Diamond Valley Recreation Program from June through the end of  
July 2005.

Description 

Valley-Wide Grading  

Site grading activities on the Valley-wide Recreation and Park District’s leased site were completed at the end 
of June.  The completion of grading milestone no. 1 enabled Valley-Wide to acquire $1 million in grant funds 
from the State of California and $500,000 from the City of Hemet.  As a result of meeting this milestone, 
Valley-Wide was able to begin construction activities on their administrative offices and an Olympic-size 
pool.     

The contract is 100 percent complete based upon contract earnings, and approximately 100 percent of the 
contract time has elapsed through the end of June. 

Dry Boat Storage  

The demand for on-site dry boat storage has filled the existing 23-boat area capacity.  Due to increasing 
demand and customer inquiries, the need for additional dry boat storage space was addressed by expanding 
the existing dry storage capacity by an additional 25 spaces.  There are currently eight customers on the 
waiting list.  Staff recently purchased additional fencing that was installed in July for a cost of $9,000.00.    
 

 
 

Dry Boat Storage – Looking North 
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Searl Parkway Improvements  

Phase I 

Construction Activities – The domestic and reclaimed water lines tie-in to existing Eastern Municipal Water 
District (EMWD) water lines was completed in July.  The reclaimed water system passed all testing by 
EMWD, after which, Metropolitan’s contractor began resurfacing the roadway above the domestic and 
reclaimed water lines on Searl Parkway and Marina Road.  Installation of the sewer line under the Searl 
Parkway to the Domenigoni Parkway intersection is complete.  Blasting to fracture bedrock is required prior 
to continuing with the sewer line installation along Domenigoni Parkway.  The contractor has installed six of 
16 catch basins for the storm drain system.  Installation of the main storm drain on Searl Parkway, as well as 
the sidewalks on Marina Road, and the west side of Searl Parkway is complete.   

Southern California Gas Company, Verizon, Adelphia and Southern California Edison began installating their 
respective utility conduits.  The contractor has also completed Adelphia, Verizon and SCE vaults to include 
running pull ropes.   

The contract is 82 percent complete based upon contract earnings, and approximately 74 percent of the 
contract time has elapsed through July. 

 
 

Searl Parkway Phase I – Looking South 
 
Phase II  

The City of Hemet and EMWD will review the design drawings and specifications for Searl Parkway 
improvements.  The 90 percent drawings and specification for Phase II are complete, have been distributed to 
both agencies for comments, and are expected back by the end of August. 
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Trails Program  

The Lakeview Trail on the perimeter of the reservoir was open to the public on Saturday, July 2, 2005.  A 
contractor will install fencing to protect sensitive monitoring equipment.  Metropolitan performed minor road 
repairs and cleared vegetation prior to the opening of the Lakeview Trail for public use. 

Staff met with the Reserve Management Committee (RMC) in July to coordinate the proposed alignment for 
the trail from Diamond Valley Lake to Lake Skinner, and Metropolitan’s General Trails Plan. 

Landscaping Design Services for Searl Parkway  

Staff completed an evaluation of responses to Request for Proposals (RFP) 738 for design of landscaping and 
signage, which are key features for the entryway into the East Recreation Area.  The landscaping design will 
encourage the use of California-friendly landscaping and will be coordinated with the planned facilities of the 
Center for Water Education (CWE), the Western Center for Archeology and Paleontology (WCAP), and the 
Valley-Wide Recreation and Park District, which are under construction and are managed independently. 
There were nine responsive proposals to this RFP, and a consulting firm was recommended to perform the 
service.  The Board request to enter into an agreement with the recommended firm was approved at the July 
meeting of the Joint Asset and Real Property Committee and Recreation Committee meeting. 

East Recreation Lake  

RFP 668 was advertised to seek professional services to provide conceptual design and analysis for the East 
Recreation Lake. The scope includes a technical assessment for a 70-acre lake and a 1-acre swim lagoon.  The 
assessment will address future design issues including: groundwater which contains iron and manganese; 
evaluation of water sources to fill the proposed lake; water treatment for incidental and full contact use; 
aeration; definition of geotechnical parameters; and lake lining systems.  There were nine responses to this 
RFP, and an engineering consulting firm was selected for which a contract has been executed to provide the 
service.  The technical review started on July 27, 2005. 

Environmental Impact Assessments  

RFP 682 was advertised to seek professional services to provide environmental documentation to address any 
changes to the Diamond Valley Lake Park Specific Plan as a result of future development proposals.  There 
were six responses to this RFP.  A qualified respondent has been selected and contract negotiations are on-
going. 

Recreation and Land Development  

Twelve responses to Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 727 for Recreation and Land Development were 
received in April.  The initial screening determined that four Statements of Qualifications were non-
responsive.  A Joint Meeting of the Asset, Real Property and Recreation Committees met on July 12 to 
discuss the parameters of the solicitation, the processes, and the Board’s objective.  The eight responsive 
proposers were present, as the board unveiled a timeline and criteria for selection of the successful 
respondent.  At the July 12, 2005 meeting, staff was directed to address questions received from the 
respondents prior to July 29, 2005.  Staff was also directed to issue an RFP to the eight qualified responses.  
The RFP will ask the respondents for their proposals on how they would develop the recreation and land.  
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City of Hemet Activities 

In 2002, Metropolitan conveyed to the City of Hemet a 45-foot-wide easement for street widening and 
landscaping over its North Property along State Street.  The city is now constructing the widening project. 

As part of the State Street widening project the city has constructed culvert crossings under the street and 
graded a portion of the Salt Creek flood control channel on Metropolitan’s North Property.  This work was 
done at the city’s expense which included the use of a $1.2 million grant, but it was begun and completed 
before Metropolitan processed the city’s request for an entry permit.  The North Property is located entirely in 
the 100-year flood plain and construction of flood control and drainage facilities is required before the 
property may be developed.  The city’s master flood control plan calls for construction of drainage facilities 
across the North Property.  Approval of the McSweeney Ranch Specific Plan was conditioned on the 
construction of these drainage facilities by the developer and Metropolitan’s development agreement with the 
city requires the dedication of rights-of-way for public improvements including drainage facilities.  
Metropolitan’s staff is negotiating with the city on terms that retain the maximum flexibility for dealing with 
drainage issues in connection with future development of the North Property. 

Property Disposition  

As directed by the Board, the surplused residential properties located on the east end of Diamond Valley Lake 
were listed for sale through a realtor.  Escrow closed in July on nine properties.  The disposition of two 
additional properties are pending. 

Center for Water Education and Western Center for Archaeology and Paleontology  

The CWE and the WCAP construction projects are independently managed and directed by those entities.  
The following is intended to keep Metropolitan’s Board apprised of progress by both entities on their 
construction activities. 

Site utilities for sewer, storm drain, water lines, fire service lines and steel frames for both buildings have 
been erected.  The overall status for both projects is approximately 66 percent complete. 

 
Center for Water Education and Western Center 


