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Summary 
The following is a summary of Water Resource Management Group key activities for the month of July 2005.

Detailed Report 
Planning 
California Water Plan Update (Bulletin 160) - The California Department of Water Resources has completed 
its public review for the draft California Water Plan Update.  Staff participated in the June 22 public meeting that 
was held at Metropolitan’s Union Station building.  On July 22, staff also submitted written comments that were 
consistent with the summary review that was presented to and supported by the Board at its July meeting.  DWR 
plans to finalize the Water Plan Update in Fall 2005. 
Colorado 
Palo Verde Irrigation District Fallowing Program - Consistent with the business plan, the Program is being 
implemented through the processing of interim and long-term fallowing agreements.  The interim fallowing 
program extending from January 1 through July 31, 2005 resulted in the fallowing of 22,000 acres and saving 
over 60,000 acre-feet of water for Metropolitan in calendar year 2005.  Processing of long-term landowner 
agreements continues with nearly 70 percent of Program lands having entered or closed escrow.  The remainder of 
the long-term agreements is expected to enter into escrow in the near future.  Metropolitan will extend the interim 
fallowing for those landowners whose escrow will not close by July 31, 2005.  The terms of the extension of the 
interim fallowing will be consistent with the annual payment arrangement under the landowner agreement.  The 
combination of the interim and long-term agreements will provide the targeted amount of 85,000 acre-feet of 
water savings in calendar year 2005. 

State Water Project 
Introduction of Non-Project Water - The California Department of Water Resources, at the urging of Kern 
County agencies, is reviewing its interim policy that governs the water quality of non-project water that could be 
conveyed in the California Aqueduct.  Metropolitan will participate in the review process, which is being 
facilitated by the State Water Contractors, to ensure that SWP water quality is protected.  Metropolitan also has a 
stake in ensuring that water management programs that use the California Aqueduct for conveyance are not 
adversely impacted.  DWR plans to complete the review by the end of the year. 

Lake Perris - Metropolitan was informed by DWR on July 22 that they plan to reduce Lake Perris water levels 
over the next few months because of potential seismic safety issues.  DWR is taking such actions to be proactive 
in light of a recently completed study that indicated the reservoir's dam might be damage during a large 
earthquake on a nearby fault.  After consulting with Metropolitan, DWR announced its proposed plan for the 
lowering of the lake water surface level by about 25 feet to a new maximum water storage elevation of 
approximately 75,000 acre-feet, commencing on August 15 with a target completion of mid-October.  
Metropolitan staff from the Water Resource Management, Water Systems Operations and Corporate Resources 
groups, along with DWR are working closely to make sure that the necessary actions occur quickly, while 
keeping public safety at the highest priority and concern.  In addition, Metropolitan's External Affairs group has 
been coordinating with DWR's Information Office to inform all federal, state and local elected officials as well as 
emergency services and flood control officials.   
Conservation 
Commercial/Industrial/Institutional Master Agreement Addendum – Metropolitan issued an addendum to its 
agreement with Honeywell DMC to include incentives for weather-based irrigation controllers to commercial 
water users.  Under the program, Metropolitan provides rebates to businesses that replace water-using devices 
with more efficient models.  The weather-based irrigation controller device would save an average of about 
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one acre-foot of water per each acre of irrigated turf.  The estimated lifetime water savings is about 4.3 acre-
per acre of irrigated turf.  This addition expands Metropolitan’s rebate menu to achieve water savings in the 
commercial landscape sector.  In January, Metropolitan executed a new vendor agreement targeting 
17,500 rebates annually.   
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funding totaling $2.5 million under the high-efficiency clothes washer rebate program.  Proposition 13 funding 
administered through the California Department of Water Resources resulted in more than 33,000 rebates throug
Metropolitan’s service area.  Twenty-two member agencies partnered with Metropolitan offering rebates for 
retrofit of clothes washers with more efficient models.  The fast-track retrofit program was completed in 
15 months, roughly 21 months ahead of schedule.  Later this fiscal year, Metropolitan will extend this suc
partnership with member agencies to administer grant funding of $1.7 million awarded under Proposition 50, 
replacing Board-approved bridge funding to sustain momentum in the program 

California Friendly Irrigation Efficiency Training - In July, Metropolitan lau
irrigation efficiency class to the bewaterwise.com website.  The one-hour training session supports efforts to 
provide alternative instruction methods and cover key objectives through an interactive approach including 
irrigation system design, maintenance, and native plants.  

First Homes Under California Friendly Landscape Pilo
were open to the public on July 23, 2005 as part of KB Home's Valdemosa project, a community of 
79 single-family homes in the City of Temecula.  California Friendly landscaping is featured in both 
back yards of model homes, and in the front yards of every production home in this development.  In April 2005, 
the Santa Ana Watershed Coalition presented an award to KB Home, citing its participation in the California 
Friendly Landscape program - a partnership between Metropolitan, the US Bureau of Reclamation, and Easter
Municipal Water District.  The landscaping standards developed under this program established the technical 
framework for Metropolitan's regional California Friendly Model Home pilot. 
Regional Resources 
Groundwater Storage Program - A ceremony was held on July 14 to commemorate Board authorization to 
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execute the agreement for the Long Beach Conjunctive Use Program Expansion in Lakewood.  The ceremony
was held in Heartwell Park in Long Beach to recognize the historic partnership among the cities of Long Beach
Lakewood, and Metropolitan.  The agreement with Long Beach was executed, and Chief Operating Officer Debra
Man presented a symbolic check for $3.1 million of Proposition 13 funds to representatives of the two cities 
including Metropolitan Director Helen Hansen and Long Beach Water Department General Manager Kevin 
Wattier and Lakewood Director of Water Resources James Glancy.  Long Beach will store up to 3,600 acre-f
in the Central Basin utilizing basin groundwater rights of the city of Lakewood.  In exchange, the city of 
Lakewood will have use of the Program well when its use is not needed by Long Beach to perform under 
agreement for Metropolitan. 

Local Resources Program P
Program effectiveness and performance, staff received concurrence from Municipal Water District of Orange
County and the City of San Clemente to reduce Metropolitan’s financial commitment for the San Clemente W
Reclamation Project from 4,000 acre-feet per year to 1,500 acre-feet per year.  Furthermore, the parties agreed to 
additional reductions if yield does not increase by 2009.  Staff continues to work with other member agencies on 
similar adjustments to assure realistic agreement targets and successful Integrated Resources Plan 
implementation, and will keep the Board informed as further efforts in this area are completed. 

Seawater Desalination Uniform Term Agreements - During July, staff responded to commen
member agencies on the uniform terms for draft agreements.  Final draft agreements would include the uniq
factors of each of the five member agencies' proposed projects. 

O:a\s\board\board letters\2005\Group Manager Report to Aug B

Date of Report: [July 31, 2005] 2 


	Report
	State Water Project


