
 

• Board of Directors 
Engineering and Operations Committee 

May 10, 2005 Board Meeting 

7-3 
Subject 
Appropriate $100,000; and authorize preliminary design and environmental documentation for Rialto Pipeline 
Improvements (Approp. 15427) 

Description 
Metropolitan’s Rialto Pipeline conveys untreated State project water from the California Department of Water 
Resources’ Devil Canyon Power Plant to Metropolitan’s San Dimas Flow Control Facility near Live Oak 
Reservoir.  The length of the Rialto Pipeline is 30 miles, of which approximately 16 miles are prestressed 
concrete cylinder pipe (PCCP) while the remaining 14 miles are welded steel pipe.  Member agencies with service 
connections on the Rialto Pipeline include the Inland Empire Utilities Agency (IEUA) and Three Valleys 
Municipal Water District (TVMWD).  Additional member agencies rely upon the Rialto Pipeline indirectly 
through blended treated water deliveries from both the Weymouth and Diemer water treatment plants.  To ensure 
system reliability, maintenance of the Rialto Pipeline is performed regularly, often requiring scheduled shutdowns 
of the pipeline.   

Under Metropolitan’s PCCP Assessment Program (Approp. 15297), all 163 miles of PCCP in Metropolitan’s 
Distribution System have been inspected using remote field eddy current/transformer coupling (RFEC/TC) 
technology to assess the pipes’ structural integrity.  RFEC/TC inspections of the Rialto Pipeline revealed that two 
sections of the pipe needed to be urgently repaired and in June 2004, deliveries from the Rialto Pipeline were 
interrupted for seven days to perform these repairs.  In February 2005, three additional pipe sections were repaired 
during another seven-day shutdown.  While other segments of the Rialto Pipeline have several wire breaks, these 
sections are not at risk at this time.  Staff will continue to regularly monitor the Rialto Pipeline for signs of pipe 
damage and distress, and will return to the Board with possible remediation measures, as they are needed.   

Unlike many of Metropolitan’s pipelines, the Rialto Pipeline lacks shutoff valves throughout most of its length.  
In the event of a peak-season shutdown, local residents are required to drastically limit water use.  In June 2004, 
the unscheduled shutdown significantly impacted the cities of La Verne, Claremont, Chino, Chino Hills, 
Montclair, Ontario, Rancho Cucamonga, Upland, and Fontana.   

Improvements to the Rialto Pipeline would minimize impacts to member agencies during scheduled or emergency 
repairs and increase Metropolitan’s operational flexibility.  By installing isolation control structures at strategic 
locations along the Rialto Pipeline, Metropolitan could continue water deliveries to meet firm demands of its 
member agencies during shutdowns for scheduled maintenance or repairs.  The control structures would use a 
rollout pipe section or valve to isolate flows.  In the event of an emergency repair, water deliveries could continue 
to areas upstream of the repair area within hours if a valve were installed, or within a day if a bulkhead pipe 
section were used.  In addition, a pump system could be used in combination with the isolation structures to 
reverse flows and provide limited supplies to two local treatment plants during a shutdown with water stored at 
Live Oak Reservoir. 

This action authorizes preliminary design and preparation of environmental documentation for the Rialto Pipeline 
Improvements.  Staff will return to the Board with recommendations for specific improvements and the method of 
isolation planned.  This project has been evaluated and recommended by Metropolitan’s Capital Investment Plan 
Evaluation Team for inclusion in the 2005/06 capital budget.  This program is not included within the 2004/05 
budget; upon board authorization of this recommendation, the 2004/05 spending plan will be adjusted to reflect 
this work.   
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See Attachment 1 for the Financial Statement and Attachment 2 for the Location Map. 

Actions and Milestones 

Summer 2005 – Completion of preliminary design and environmental documentation 

June 2006 – Award of construction contract 

June 2007 – Completion of construction 

Policy 
Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code Section 5108:  Capital Project Appropriation 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
CEQA determination for Option #1: 

The proposed action is categorically exempt under the provisions of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.   
The proposed action consists of basic data collection and resource evaluation activities, which do not result in a 
serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource.  This may be strictly for information gathering 
purposes, or as part of a study leading to an action which a public agency has not yet approved, adopted, or 
funded.  Accordingly, the proposed action qualifies as a Class 6 Categorical Exemption (Section 15306 of the 
State CEQA Guidelines). 

The CEQA determination is: Determine that pursuant to CEQA, the proposed action qualifies under a Categorical 
Exemption (Class 6, Section 15306 of the State CEQA Guidelines). 

CEQA determination for Option #2: 

None required 

Board Options/Fiscal Impacts 
Option #1 

Adopt the CEQA determination and 
a. Appropriate $100,000 in unbudgeted funds; and 
b. Authorize studies, preliminary design and environmental documentation for improvements to the Rialto 

Pipeline. 
Fiscal Impact: $100,000 of unbudgeted funds under Approp. 15427 

Option #2 
Do not authorize the work. 
Fiscal Impact: None; however, reduction in water sales and water reliability impacts to member agencies are 
anticipated during Rialto Pipeline shutdowns. 

Staff Recommendation  
Option #1 
 

 4/13/2005 
Roy L. Wolfe 
Manager, Corporate Resources 

Date 

 
 

 4/19/2005 
Dennis B. Underwood 
CEO/General Manager 

Date 

Attachment 1 – Financial Statement 

Attachment 2 – Location Map  
BLA #3646 
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Financial Statement for Rialto Pipeline Improvements Program 

A breakdown of Board Action No. 1 for Appropriation No. 15427 for the Rialto Pipeline Improvements Program 
is as follows: 

Current Board Action 
No. 1     (May 2005)

New Total 
Appropriated Amount

Labor
Studies and Investigations 60,000$                        60,000$                        
Owners Costs (Program management, 
environmental documentation) 22,500                          22,500                          

Materials and Supplies -                                    -                                   
Incidental Expenses 2,500                            2,500                            
Professional/Technical Services -                                    -                                   
Equipment Use -                                    -                                   
Contracts -                                    -                                   
Remaining Budget 15,000                          15,000                          

Total 100,000$                      100,000$                      

 
Funding Request 

Program Name: Rialto Pipeline Improvements 

Source of Funds: Revenue Bonds, Replacement and Refurbishment or General Funds 

Appropriation No.: 15427 Board Action No.: 1 

Requested Amount: $ 100,000 Capital Program No.: 15427 

Total Appropriated Amount: $ 100,000 Capital Program Page No.: N/A 

Total Program Estimate: $ *   Program Goal: R-Reliability 

*  To be developed during preliminary design 
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