
 

• Board of Directors 
Water Planning, Quality and Resources Committee 

March 9, 2004 Board Meeting 

8-2 
Subject 
Authorize payment of annual dues and special assessment in the amount of $90,000 for membership in the 
California Urban Water Agencies 

Description 
Metropolitan’s Administrative Code § 11202 requires board approval for continuing organizational memberships 
if annual dues increase by 10 percent or $3,000.  In December 2003, the California Urban Water Agencies 
(CUWA) board approved a 20 percent increase in the annual membership dues, increasing the dues from $50,000 
to $60,000 for each CUWA member.  The increased membership dues are necessary for the following two 
reasons:  (1) to cover increases in CUWA staff salaries, benefits, and office rent, and (2) to make up for a 
reduction in revenue resulting from a decrease in CUWA membership from twelve to ten member agencies since 
the year 2000.  This is the first dues increase since the formation of CUWA in 1990. 

CUWA members are also being required to provide a special assessment of $30,000 to support CUWA’s 
technical studies program for 2004.  The assessment is needed to support key on-going technical projects 
associated with the CALFED Bay/Delta Program implementation.  The 2004 technical studies program is focused 
on the three CUWA priority areas of water management, drinking water quality, and ecosystem restoration.  The 
technical projects include:  (1) Conducting water quality studies to support development of a Central Valley 
Drinking Water Policy, which will provide improved source water protection in the Bay/Delta watershed and is a 
CALFED Record of Decision commitment for 2004; (2) Developing an integrated modeling framework for 
Bay/Delta fisheries to better understand potential biological responses of the implementation of CALFED 
ecosystem restoration and conveyance actions; and (3) Conducting a critical evaluation of CALFED’s Water Use 
Efficiency Program evaluation report expected in 2004, and preparing best available estimates of future urban 
water conservation opportunities and cost-effectiveness of potential water savings.  CUWA members have paid 
special assessments in the past, and it is expected that future assessments will be required on an as-needed basis to 
support technical studies and projects.  The combined total for 2004 CUWA membership dues and the special 
assessment is $90,000. 

Metropolitan has been a member of CUWA since its formation.  CUWA is a non-profit corporation whose 
mission is to study and promote the need for a reliable, high-quality water supply for the state’s current and future 
urban water needs.  CUWA’s membership is comprised of the following ten agencies representing a geographic 
balance of the state’s major urban areas. 

• Alameda County Water District 
• City of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
• City of Sacramento 
• City of San Diego Water Department 
• Contra Costa Water District  
• East Bay Municipal Utility District 
• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
• San Diego County Water Authority 
• San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
• Santa Clara Valley Water District 
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Membership in CUWA benefits Metropolitan in a number of ways.  CUWA provides a broad-based 
coalition-building forum for urban water agencies, and allows for a unified voice from urban water agencies when 
situations such as CALFED require it.  CUWA also allows Metropolitan to leverage its investment in statewide 
technical studies.  CUWA conducts technical projects of key interest to Metropolitan that address drinking water 
quality, water use efficiency and ecosystem restoration issues.  Under the current framework of ten members, 
each dollar that is invested by Metropolitan provides ten dollars in the funding of technical studies.  This provides 
a large benefit, considering that Metropolitan is able to play a major role in the design and direction of these 
studies.  In addition, CUWA’s investments in technical projects often serves as seed money to further leverage 
additional contributions from other organizations or to assist with the acquisition of grant funds to implement 
projects of interest to CUWA. 

The Chief Executive Officer has reviewed the membership dues and special assessment for CUWA and 
recommends that the Board of Directors authorize payment of CUWA dues and special assessment for 2004. 

Policy 
Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code § 11202: Payment of Dues 

Metropolitan Water District Administrative Code § 11203: Participation in Projects or Programs Serving District 
Purposes 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
CEQA determination for Option #1: 

The proposed action is categorically exempt under the provisions of CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines.  The 
proposed action involves the funding of the CUWA membership and special assessment that may result in the 
minor modifications to existing public facilities or operating practices with negligible or no expansion of use and 
no possibility of significantly impacting the physical environment.  In addition, the proposed action consists of 
basic data collection and resource evaluation activities, which does not result in a serious or major disturbance to 
an environmental resource.  This may be strictly for information gathering purposes, or as part of a study leading 
to an action, which a public agency has not yet approved, adopted, or funded.  Accordingly, the proposed action 
qualifies under Classes 1 and 6 Categorical Exemptions (Sections 15301 and 15306 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines). 

The CEQA determination is: Determine that pursuant to CEQA, the proposed action qualifies under two 
Categorical Exemptions (Class 1, Section 15301 and Class 6, Section 15306 of the State CEQA Guidelines). 

CEQA determination for Option #2: 

None required 

Board Options/Fiscal Impacts 
Option #1 

Adopt the CEQA determination and authorize the Chief Executive Officer to pay the amount of $90,000 for 
membership dues and special assessment for the California Urban Water Agencies for calendar year 2004, to 
be paid in FY 2003/04. 
Fiscal Impact: $90,000 

Option #2 
Do not authorize funding the membership dues and special assessment for the California Urban Water 
Agencies. 
Fiscal Impact: None 
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Staff Recommendation  
Option #1 

 

 2/17/2004 
Stephen N. Arakawa 
Manager, Water Resource Management 

Date 

 
 

 2/18/2004 
Ronald R. Gastelum 
Chief Executive Officer 

Date 
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