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Subject
Amend boating policy for Diamond Valley Lake and Lake Skinner

Description
On October 16, 2001, the Board of Directors considered the issue of adopting a boating policy at Metropolitan�s
Diamond Valley Lake (DVL) and Lake Skinner.  After a great amount of public input from 22 speakers and
Board member discussions, the Board decided to refer the issue to the newly formed Boating Regulation Special
Committee.

On October 30, 2001, the Boating Regulation Special Committee considered two matters:

1. Establishment of a basic boating policy for the restricted use of gasoline-powered boats and fuels at DVL and
Lake Skinner; and

2. Process for the development of rules and regulations for boating and recreational activities at DVL and Lake
Skinner.

Repeatedly, comments from the Committee members and many of the other 12 Directors present reiterated the
importance of DVL as a drinking water supply and that water quality is paramount.  To reinforce this perspective,
Committee members suggested that the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) be allowed to suspend boating and other
recreation activities at DVL and/or close to DVL, if the CEO determines that water quality is being impaired.
Further, it was suggested that Metropolitan require a plan to enforce the Board�s boating policy and boating rules
and regulations as an evaluation criterion in the selection of a lessee or concessionaire to manage and operate
boating activities at DVL.  It was agreed that these issues would be documented as part of the ongoing
negotiations with any potential developer and/or operator of the recreational activities at the lakes.

Following the discussion of the boating policy, the Committee unanimously approved a two-part recommendation
for Board consideration as follows:

1. Reaffirm and amend the existing approved boating policy to read:  Boats powered by humans, sail, gasoline
engines (excluding personal watercraft and 2-stroke carbureted engines) without the use of fuel containing
methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) or other replacement additives not approved by the Board, or electric
motor shall be allowed on the reservoir for fishing and pleasure boating; and

2. At subsequent meetings of the Boating Regulation Special Committee review all aspects of the staff�s
technical recommendation, the testimony by the public and statements by Board members regarding
establishment of rules and regulations for speed limits, noise restrictions, enforcement and sanitation plans to
be implemented prior to the summer of 2003.

Regarding the process for developing rules and regulations, the Committee unanimously approved a
recommendation for Board consideration as follows:

Staff will develop a list of boating issues and recommendations for discussion by the Committee and
recommendations for the Board.  Staff may utilize outside technical expertise in this matter.

Policy
By Minute Item 43238 (October 13, 1998), the Board of Directors approved a policy allowing recreational
activities that involve no body contact with the water in DVL.  Additionally, by Minute Item 43403 (February 9,
1999), the Board approved a policy allowing certain recreational boating activities on DVL.  That policy allows
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boats powered by humans, sail, or electric motor on DVL for fishing and pleasure boating.  The policy also states
that until such time as MTBE is eliminated from the fuel supply, or non-polluting marine engines are available, no
gasoline-powered boating will be permitted on DVL.

CEQA
Boating Policy for DVL

This Board letter seeks approval of the proposed action, i.e., amend a boating policy for DVL and related matters.
Although further environmental review of the recreation plan currently in development is planned, the
environmental effects of the proposed action have already been contemplated in the previous recreation analysis
presented in the Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the DVL Project (formerly the Eastside Reservoir
Project).  The FEIR was certified by the Board in October 1991.  During that same meeting, the Board also
approved the Findings of Fact, the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, the Statement of Overriding
Considerations, and the Project.  Subsequent to those actions, additional documentation has been prepared and
processed (i.e., Supplemental EIR and Addendum Nos. 1 through 6 to the FEIR).  These documents and the
previous actions taken by the Board fully comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the
State CEQA Guidelines and, as such, no further CEQA documentation is necessary for the Board to act on the
proposed action.

The CEQA determination is:  Determine that the proposed action has been previously addressed in the certified
1991 FEIR and subsequent environmental documentation for the DVL Project and that no further environmental
analysis is required.

Boating Policy for Lake Skinner

This Board letter seeks approval of the proposed action, i.e., amend a boating policy for Lake Skinner and related
matters.  This proposed action is categorically exempt under the provisions of CEQA.  The proposed activity
involves boating policies consistent with the normal operations of existing facilities for public gatherings (i.e.,
recreational uses) for which the facilities were designed, where there is a past history of the facility being used for
the same or similar kind of purpose.  As such, the proposed project qualifies under a Class 23 Categorical
Exemption (Section 15323 of the State CEQA Guidelines).

The CEQA determination is:  Determine that pursuant to CEQA, the proposed action qualifies under a Categorical
Exemption (Class 23, Section 15323 of the State CEQA Guidelines).

Board Options/Fiscal Impacts
Option #1

Adopt the CEQA determination and approve the following:

a. Reaffirm and amend the existing approved boating policy to read:  Boats powered by humans, sail,
gasoline engines (excluding personal watercraft and 2-stroke carbureted engines) without the use of fuel
containing MTBE or other replacement additives not approved by the Board, or electric motor shall be
allowed on the reservoir for fishing and pleasure boating;

b. At subsequent meetings of the Boating Regulation Special Committee, review all aspects of the staff�s
technical recommendation, the testimony by the public and statements by Board members regarding
establishment of rules and regulations for speed limits, noise restrictions, enforcement and sanitation
plans to be implemented prior to the summer of 2003; and

c. Staff will develop a list of boating issues and recommendations for discussion by the Committee and
recommendations for the Board.  Staff may utilize outside technical expertise in this matter.

Fiscal Impact:  Revenue associated with boating will be dependent on the number of boats utilizing DVL
and Lake Skinner.  The cost of applying and monitoring the boating rules and regulations cannot be
determined at this time.  It is anticipated, however, that applying and monitoring activities and attendant
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expenses will be the responsibility of the yet-to-be-selected marina operator at DVL and the County of
Riverside at Lake Skinner at no net cost to Metropolitan.

Option #2

Take no action at this time and request the Boating Regulation Special Committee to develop a set of rules
and regulations consistent with the proposed amended boating policy and bring the total package to the Board
for consideration at a future meeting prior to summer 2003.

Fiscal Impact: None

Committee Recommendation
Option #1

11/9/2001
Phillip J. Pace
Chairman of the Board
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