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Water Surplus and Drought Management Plan Report

Description

The Water Surplus and Drought Management (WSDM) Plan was developed in 1998 and 1999 through the Rate
Refinement Process and was adopted by the Board in April 1999.  It does not include an allocation plan but rather
principles for an allocation plan.  The issues surrounding an allocation plan are currently being discussed as part
of the Strategic Planning Process.  The WSDM Plan requires reports to the Board throughout the year regarding
current year supply and demand conditions (Attachment 1).  The Plan also created a framework for taking water
resource management actions during various stages of drought and surplus conditions (Attachment 2).

This is the April Supply and Demand Report.  Oral reports on preliminary water conditions were presented in
February and March.  Current demands for Metropolitan water are tracking above normal at around 1.95 million
acre-feet (MAF) for calendar year 2000.  If the remainder of the calendar year is dry, demands could be as high as
2.1 MAF.  If the remainder of the calendar year is wet, estimated demands could decrease to 1.6 MAF.

The Colorado River System has a declared surplus.  Therefore the Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA) is projected
to be full with diversions expected to be 1.3 MAF.  Projections of State Water Project (SWP) supplies have
steadily increased due to recent northern precipitation.  In a notice to State Water Project Contractors dated
March 10, 2000, the Department of Water Resources announced an increase in State Water Project supplies from
70 percent to 100 percent of entitlement (Attachment 3).  This allows Metropolitan to receive its entire year 2000
SWP order of 1.5 MAF.  Metropolitan has an additional supply of approximately 0.4 MAF of carryover,
interruptible, and exchange water, which brings Metropolitan’s total SWP supply to 1.9 MAF.  The combined
CRA and SWP supply totals 3.2.

The current supply and demand balance places Metropolitan in Surplus Stage 5 of the Resource Stages and
Actions Matrix (Attachment 2).  Potential actions under this stage include deliveries to Diamond Valley Lake,
the SWP terminal reservoirs, contractual groundwater storage, SWP Carryover Storage, the Semitropic and Arvin
Edison Storage Programs, and Cyclic Storage.  Based on the current supply and demand balance, the current
levels of storage, and system capacity, any or all of these actions could take place in 2000.  Supplies are sufficient
to meet consumptive demands, make deliveries to all interruptible programs (replenishment, long-term seasonal
storage, and agricultural deliveries), and deliver water to regional and local facilities for storage.

Policy

The current supply and demand balance allows Metropolitan to operate within approved WSDM Plan policies.
Currently, Metropolitan is operating under the Stage 5 Surplus condition of the WSDM Plan.
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Fiscal Impact

Not applicable.

3/20/2000
Stephen N. Arakawa
Acting Manager, Water Resource Management

Date

General Manager Date
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ATTACHMENT 1

Supply and Demand Reports and Response Actions

  J    F    M    A    M    J    J    A    S    O    N    D

• Initial Supply/Demand Report

• Updated Supply/Demand Report

• Period of Stable Policy

• Supply Report
   - SWP Carryover est.

• MWD Program Decision
   - LTS, REPL Deliveries
   - Prelim. IAWP Decision

• Final Supply/Demand Report
• Notification, Calls on:
   - Contractual GW Storage
   - Options Transfers
• Recommended Drought Action
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Attachment 2

Resource Stages and Actions Matrix

Surplus Stages Shortage Stages

Surplus Shortage
Severe
Shortage

Extreme
Shortage

5 4 3 2 1 Actions 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Make Cyclic Deliveries

Fill Semitropic, Arvin-Edison
Store supplies in SWP Carryover

Fill Contractual GW
Fill Monterey Res.

Fill Diamond Valley Lake
Conduct Public Affairs Program
Take from Diamond Valley Lake
Take from Semitropic, Arvin-Ed.
Cut LTS and Replen. Deliveries

Take from Contractual GW
Take from Monterey Res.

Call for Extraordinary Conservation
Reduce IAWP Deliveries
Call Options Contracts

Buy Spot Water
Implement Allocation Plan*

Status as of
April 10th

Potential Simultaneous Action         *The adopted WSDM Plan only provides principles for an allocation plan
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