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eneral Manager 

Submitted by: John R. Maloy 
Chief of Communications 

Subject: SB 1875 (Hayden-Brentwood and Ayala-Chino) 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

It is recommended that your Board support SB 1875, if amended to clarify Metropolitan’s 
responsibilities for the management and development of imported supplies and conservation, as 
well as to better delineate Metropolitan’s role with respect to use of storm water from the 
Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers, and to better define prohibited activities and prohibited 
expenditures of public funds. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

SB 1875, introduced by Senators Hayden and Ayala and amended by the Senate Agriculture and 
Water Resources Committee on April 1, 1998 (see Attachment A), would change the 
Metropolitan Water District Act by making the development and implementation of 
conservation, recycling, groundwater storage and replenishment and alternative supply programs 
the first priority of Metropolitan. Metropolitan would be required to the extent feasible to 
exhaust cost-effective demand- and supply-side conservation strategies before considering other 
means of acquiring water supplies, including surplus Colorado River water and additional water 
from northern California. The bill would also require that Metropolitan, in cooperation with its 
member public agencies whose boundaries include any part of the Los Angeles River and other 
appropriate agencies such as the Water Replenishment District of Southern California, the 
County of Los Angeles, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers, participate in 
developing and implementing programs using the storm water from the Los Angeles River and 
the San Gabriel River for groundwater recharge, replenishment, watershed management, habitat 
restoration and environmentally compatible community development. 

The bill would also require Metropolitan to establish an office of ethics and would preclude the 
use of funds to undertake research or investigations with regard to personal backgrounds or 
statements of economic interests of or campaign contributions made to elected officials who vote 
on matters affecting Metropolitan. This provision would also apply to the member agencies of 
Metropolitan. 
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The bill was heard at the Senate Agriculture and Water Resources Committee on April 1, 1998, 
and amendments were made. Proposed amendments, in the preliminary form submitted by 
Committee staff to the Legislative Counsel on April 3, delete all the legislative findings in order 
to avoid debate about their factual accuracy and focus on the substance of the bill. The 
amendments proposed by the Committee clarify that Metropolitan is required to develop and 
implement only “cost-effective” conservation, recycling, groundwater storage and replenishment 
and alternative supply programs. While pursuing these programs is still the “first priority” for 
Metropolitan, the proposed amendments add a statement that nothing shall diminish 
Metropolitan’s authority under Section 25 of the MWD Act (Metropolitan’s purposes) or any 
other provision of the Act. 

Amendments were also proposed which attempted to more clearly describe the prohibited 
activities of front groups and declaring that Metropolitan, its member agencies and their 
respective board members, officers and employees shall not be prohibited from participating in 
or providing funding for associations formed for the purpose of undertaking legitimate activities. 

Staff recommends support of SB 1875 if further amended as shown in Attachment B to this 
Board letter. 

DETAILED REPORT 

SB 1875 (as amended by the Senate Agriculttire and Water Resources Committee on April 1. 
1998) would make a first priority the development and implementation of conservation, 
recycling, groundwater storage, replenishment, and alternative water supply programs as a means 
to achieve regional water supply reliability. It calls for reduced reliance on surplus Colorado 
River water and on “possible future construction of facilities to transport additional water from 
northern California.” The bill also requires that Metropolitan hold biannual public hearings to 
consider recommendations with regard to the implementation of the first priority for 
conservation, recycling, groundwater storage and replenishment and alternative water supply 
programs. Metropolitan would be required to the maximum extent feasible to include demand- 
side and supply side strategies in its conservation efforts. The bill specifically requires that 
Metropolitan in cooperation with others, such as member public agencies whose boundaries 
include any part of the Los Angeles River, the Water Replenishment District of Southern 
California, the County of Los Angeles, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, participate in the 
development and implementation of programs using the potential of the Los Angeles and San 
Gabriel Rivers, including the use of storm water. 

At the hearing before the Senate Agriculture and Water Resources Committee on April 1, 1998, 
Senator Hayden agreed that only cost-effective conservation and other measures would be 
required. He rejected a suggestion that “frrst priority” be amended to “a priority,” but he agreed 
to incorporate language declaring that this provision of his bill shall not diminish Metropolitan’s 
existing authorized purposes under the MWD Act. He stated that Metropolitan should hold the 
biannual hearings mandated under SB 1875 to evaluate cost-effective conservation measures and 
should conserve to the extent feasible before pursuing other projects. However, staff 
recommends support of this bill only if it is amended to provide that conservation is “a priority.” 
Making it Metropolitan’s first priority conflicts with existing powers and purposes, and stating 
that these powers and purposes are not diminished results in confusing the priority issue. 
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The Committee’s discussion of the bill included observations that Metropolitan is a water 
wholesaler and most conservation projects take place at the retail level. Staff recommends 
amendments to this provision of SB 1875 to recognize this inherent limitation on Metropolitan’s 
direct participation in conservation programs, as well as to assure that this participation does not 
impact Metropolitan’s existing contractual commitments to water supply from other sources. 
Also, it is proposed that a puzzling but undefined term (“totality of life-cycle costs”) be deleted. 
Finally, the hearings to evaluate conservation measures are changed to not less than every five 
years, consistent with urban water management plan requirements under existing state law. 

With regard to the development of the Los Angeles River, the County of Los Angeles operates a 
network of 15 major dams, 124 debris basins and 27 waterspreading areas that very effectively 
manage surface runoff for both flood control and water conservation purposes. Metropolitan has 
contributed to this effort by the recent transfer of Morris Dam to the County of Los Angeles. 
Opportunities for additional development are severely constrained by high cost, lack of suitable 
storage sites in the highly urbanized coastal plain, institutional concerns and water rights issues, 
Nevertheless feasibility studies, including the possibility of increased capture of storm water 
runoff on the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers are currently under way, jointly funded by 
Los Angeles County and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The development and implementation of a groundwater recharge and replenishment program 
using the storm water from the Los Angeles River and the appropriate role for Metropolitan in 
the development and implementation of such programs should not be mandated, rather, it should 
await the outcome of the various studies which are ongoing with regard to its feasibility, water 
quality implications and its technical and economic feasibility. Mandating participation by 
Metropolitan removes consideration of local control. Staff recommends that this section of 
SB 1875 be amended to safeguard the jurisdiction and water rights of Los Angeles County, the 
Water Replenishment District and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and to require 
Metropolitan participation only to the extent consistent with its powers and purposes. 

With regard to the establishment of an office of ethics and adoption of rules relating to ethics, 
campaign disclosure, conflicts of interest and lobbying, it should be noted that Metropolitan’s 
Board has already adopted a Code of Ethics, currently at Administrative Code Sections 7300 et 
seq., as well as an ethics policy for employees. Thus, promulgation of ethics rules would require 
unnecessary duplication of existing policies and practices. Additionally, Metropolitan directors 
and designated employees are also subject to the rules of the Political Reform Act and the 
regulations of the Fair Political Practices Commission. And Metropolitan as an entity is already 
restricted from making political contributions and gifts of public funds. 

Finally, the prohibition on the formation of “front groups” and “artificial coalitions,” which are 
defined as groups that identify themselves in “terms which tend to mislead the public as to the 
association’s true identity, its source of funding, or its purpose” should not be construed in a 
manner which would prohibit Metropolitan from representing its legitimate interests through 
membership in lobbying coalitions, trade associations, and similarly situated entities. This was 
recognized at the April 1 hearing. Committee staff prepared a proposed amendment to this 
effect. The Committee discussions also suggested that the bill not restrict Metropolitan’s right to 
obtain public records. It is proposed that only contracting with consultants to obtain information 
be prohibited. 
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Further, Committee members questioned how to determine whether an association “tends to 
mislead the public” and suggested that the language focus on misleading behaviors and practices. 
The language included in the proposed amendments from the Committee is still unclear. The 
proposed amendments in Attachment B to this Board letter suggest that an association be 
prohibited if it results in misleading the public. 

The bill, as of April 1, 1998, was opposed by ACWA, Central and West Basin Municipal Water 
Districts and Three Valleys Municipal Water District and was supported by the San Diego 
County Water Authority, the Water Replenishment District, the Sierra Club, the Environmental 
Defense Fund and Zero Population Growth. 

SBB:mg 
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AS AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 30,1998 

SENATE BILL No. 1875 

Introduced by Senators Hayden and Ayala 
(SENATORS KOPP AND WATSON ADDED AS CO-AUTHORS) 

February 19, 1998 

An act to add Sections 126.5, 126.7, 130.5, and 130.7 to the 
Metropolitan Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes 
of 1969) relating to the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST 

SB 1875, as amended, Hayden. Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California. 

(1) The Metropolitan Water District Act authorizes the 
formation of metropolitan water districts and specifies the 
powers and purposes of a district. 

This bill would require the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California to reduce its reliance on surplus Colorado 
River water and future planned construction of facilities to 
transport additional water from northern California by 
requiring the -firstpriority of the district to 
be to develop and implement conservation, recycling, 
groundwater storage and replenishment, and alternative 
supply programs, asprescribed. The bill would require the 
district, in cooperation with specified entities, to Bevdeftrwe 
kqkef3Mparticicipate in developing and implementing 
programs of groundwater recharge and replenishment 

98tff6e, watershed management, habitat restoration, and 
community development utilizing the resource potential of 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 4/3/98 
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the Los Angeles River and the San Gabriel River, including 
storm water runofjkom these rivers. 

The bill would prohibit the district, and its member public 
agencies, from expending any public money for the purpose 
of the undertaking of reseach or investigations with regard 
to the personal backgrounds or the statements of economic 
interest of, or the camptip contributions made to, elected 
officials who vote on public policies affecting the district, or 
advocacy or interested parties who may have matters pending 
before the board of the district or its member public agencies. 
The bill would require the district to establish and operate an 
office of ethics and to adopt rules relating to internal 
disclosure, lobbying, conflict of interest, campaign 
contributions, and ethics for application to its board members, 
officers, and employees, u prescribed. The rules would be 
required to include a prohibition against the funding of front 
groups and artificial coalitions, m as defined as 
-- 
By imposing additional duties on the district, the bill would 

impose a state-mandated local program. 
(2) The California Constitution requires the state to 

reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs 
mandated by the state. S’atutory provisions establish 
procedures for making that reimbursement, including the 
creation of a State Mandates Claims Fund to pay the costs of 
mandates that do not exceed $1,000,000 statewide and other 
procedures for claims whose statewide costs exceed 
!§1,000,000. 

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State 
Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by 
the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made 
pursuant to these statutory provisions. 

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 
State-mandated local program: yes. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNL-4 Do ENACTAS FOLLOWS: 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 4/3/98 
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ALL CAPS--Committee stafFproposal 41319% 
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3 SEC. 2. Section 126.5 is added to the Metropolitan 
4 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969), 
5 to read: 
6 126.5. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
7 California and its member public agencies may not 
8 expend any public money for the purpose of the 
9 undertaking of research or investigations with regard to 
10 the personal backgrou.nds or the statements of economic 
11 interest of, or the campaign contributions made to, 
12 elected officials who vote on public policies affecting the 
13 Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, or 
14 advocacy groups or interested parties who may have 
15 matters pending before the board of the Metropolitan 
16 Water District of Southern California or its member 
17 public agencies. 
18 SEC. 3. Section 126.7 is added to the Metropolitan 
19 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969), 
20 to read: 
21 126.7. (a) The Metropolitan Water District of 
22 Southern California shall establish and operate an office 
23 of ethics and adopt rules relating to internal disclosure, 
24 lobbying, conflict of interest, campaign contributions, 
25 and ethics for application to its board members, officers, 
26 and employees consistent with the laws and regulations 
27 of the Los Angeles City Ethics Commission, the Fair 
28 Political Practices Commission, and the Los Angeles 
29 County Metropolitan Transportation Authority. 
30 (b) The rules of ethics shall include a prohibition 
31 ] 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 4/3/98 



AGAINST THE FORMING OR FUNDING OF ASSOCIATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS 
OR ENTITIES THAT INCLUDE BOARD MEMBERS, OFFICERS, OR EMPLOYEES 
OF THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OR 
ITS MEMBER PUBLIC AGENCIES 1) THAT ARE KNOWN BY NAMES OTHER 
THAN THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
OR ITS MEMBER PUBLIC AGENCIES, AND 2) THAT ARE STRUCTURED IN A 
MANNER THAT HAS THE LIKELY POTENTIAL TO MISLEAD THE PUBLIC, OR 
IS IDENTIFIED IN TERMS THAT HAVE THE LIKELY POTENTIAL TO MISLEAD 
THE PUBLIC, AS 

ALL CAPS--Committee stafFproposal 4/3/98 



Attachment Ato 8-4 
Communications Division 

April 6, 1998 

SB 1875 -5- 

1 to the association’s true identity, its source offinding, or 
2 its purpose. 

(c) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL PROHIBIT THE METROPOLITAN 
WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OR ITS MEMBER PUBLIC 
AGENCIES OR THEIR BOARD MEMBERS, OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES FROM 
PARTICIPATING IN OR PROVIDING FUNDING IN A CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE 
WAY FOR ASSOCIATIONS FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF UNDERTAKING 
LEGITIMATE ACTIVITIES SUCH AS ADVOCATING POSITIONS OF THOSE 
ASSOCIATIONS BEFORE LOCAL AGENCIES, THE STATE LEGISLATURE, OR 
CONGRESS. 
3 SEC. 4. Section 130.5 is added to the Metropolitan 
4 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969), 
5 to read: 
6 130.5. (a) For the purpose of reducing its reliance on 
7 surplus Colorado River water and fkure planned 
8 construction of facilities to transport additional water 
9 from northern California, the -first 
10 priority of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
11 California shall be to develop and implement 
12 COST-EFFECTIVE conservation, recycling, groundwater storage and 
13 replenishment, and alternative supply programs. To the 
14 maximum extent feasible, those programs should include 
15 the conservation of water through demand-side, as well 
16 as supply-side, strategies. 
17 (b) i%e Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
18 California shall hold biannual public hearings to consiakr 
19 recommendations~om its stafi water experts, 
20 environmentalists, and other interestedparties with 
21 regard to the implementation of subdivision (a). 
22 (c) The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
23 Calgomia shall, to the greatest extent feasible, exhaust all 
24 feasible conservation strategies before con&king other 
25 means of acquiring water supplies. “Other means of 
26 acquiring water supplies” inch&s, but is not limited to, 
27 reliance on surplus allocationsfrom the Colorado River 
28 andpossible future construction offacilities to transport 
29 additional water from northern Calzfomia. 
30 (d) For the purposes of carrying out subdivision (b), 
3 1 the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
32 shall consider issues relating to water availabilify water 

ALL CAPS--Committee stti proposal 4/3/98 



33 quality, se2f-sufsiciency, benefits for species and the 
34 environment, and the totality of Iif-cycle costs, including 
3 5 avoided costs. 
36 (e) Nothing in this section shall affect the other 
37 purposes of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
3 8 California as described in existing law, 

(c) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL DIMINISH THE AUTHORITY 
UNDER SECTION 25 OR ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS ACT. 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 4/3/98 
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1 SEC. 5. Section 130.7 is added to the Metropolitan 
2 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969), 
3 to read: 
4 130.7. (a) The Metropolitan Water District of 
5 Southern California, in cooperation with member public 
6 agencies whose boundaries include any part of the Los 
7 Angeles River, the Water Replenishment District of 
8 Southern California, the County of Los Angeles, and the 
9 United States Army Corps of Engineers, shall de&qand 
10 4 . . 
11 5 
12 &S-MWPX. participate in cteveloping and implementing 
13 programs of groundwater recharge and replenishment, 
14 watershed management, habitat restoration, and 
15 environmentally compatible community development 
16 utilizing the resource potential of the Los Angeles River 
17 and the San Gabriel River, including stormwater runoff 
18 from these rivers. 
19 (3) Nothing in this section affects the powers and 
20 purposes of the Water Replenishment District of 
21 Southern California, the County of Los Angeles, and the 
22 United States Army Corps of Engineers. 
23 SEC. 6. Notwithstanding Section 17610 of the 
24 Government Code, if the Commission on State Mandates 
25 determines that this act contains costs mandated by the 
26 state, reimbursement to local agencies and school 
27 districts for those costs shall be made pursuant to Part 7 
28 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 
29 2 of the Government Code. If the statewide cost of the 
30 claim for reimbursement does not exceed one million 
3 1 dollars ($l,OOO,OOO), reimbursement shall be made from 
32 the State Mandates Claims Fund. 
33 Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government 
34 Code, unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this act 
35 shall become operative on the same date that the act 
36 takes effect pursuant to the California Constitution. 

I#9770 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 4/3/98 
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SENATE BILL No. 1875 

Introduced by Senators Hayden and Ayala 

February 19, 1998 

An act to add Sections 126.5, 126.7, 130.5, and 130.7 to the 
Metropolitan Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes 
of 1969), relating to the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California. 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST 

SB 1875, as amended, Hayden. Metropolitan Water 
District of Southern California. 

(1) The Metropolitan Water District Act authorizes the 
formation of metropolitan water districts and specifies the 
powers and purposes of a district. 

This bill would require the Metropolitan Water District of 
Southern California to reduce its reliance on surplus Colorado 
River water and future planned construction of facilities to 
transport additional water from northern California by 
requirin= &b&k& priority of the district to 
be to work throuah its member aaencies to develop and implement cost-effective 
conservation, recycling, 
groundwater storage and replenishment, and alternative 
supply programs-. The bill would require the 
district, in cooperation with specified entities, to 
participate in developing and implementing 
programs of groundwater recharge and replenishment, 
watershed management, habitat restoration, and 
community development utilizing the resource potential of 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 413198 
&--proposed in Board letter 8-4 
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the Los Angeles River and the San Gabriel River, including 
storm water runoff from these rivers. 

The bill would prohibit the district, and its member public 
agencies, from expending any public money for the purpose 
of the undertaking of research or investigations with regard 
to the personal backgrounds or the statements of economic 
interest of, or the campaign contributions made to, elected 
officials who vote on public policies affecting the district, or 
advocacy or interested parties who may have matters pending 
before the board of the district or its member public agencies. 
The bill would require the district to establish and operate an 
office of ethics and to adopt rules relating to internal 
disclosure, lobbying, conflict of interest, campaign 
contributions, and ethics for application to its board members, 
officers, and employees, as prescribed. The rules would be 
required to include a prohibition against the funding of front 
groups and artificial coalitions, as defined. 

By imposing additional duties on the district, the bill would 
impose a state-mandated local program, 
(2) The California Constitution requires the state to 

reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs 
mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish 
procedures for making that reimbursement, including the 
creation of a State Ma.nd.rtes Claims Fund to pay the costs of 
mandates that do not exceed $l,OOO,OOO statewide and other 
procedures for claims whose statewide costs exceed 
!§1,000,000. 

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State 
Mandates determines that the bill contains costs mandated by 
the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made 
pursuant to these statutory provisions. 

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. 
State-mandated local program: yes. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 
1 
2 m [FINDINGS DELETED] 

ALL CABS--Committee staff proposal 413198 
Z&--proposed in Board letter 8-4 
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3 SEC. 2. Section 126.5 is added to the Metropolitan 
4 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969), 
5 to read: 
6 126.5. The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
7 California and its member public agencies may not enter into contracts for the 

purpose of the 
9 undertaking of research or investigations with regard to 
10 the personal backgrounds or the statements of economic 
11 interest of, or the campaign contributions made to, 
12 elected officials who vote on public policies affecting the 
13 Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, or 
14 advocacy groups or interested parties who may have 
15 matters pending before the board of the Metropolitan 
16 Water District of Southern California or its member 
17 public agencies. 
18 SEC. 3. Section 126.7 is added to the Metropolitan 
19 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969), 
20 to read: 
21 126.7. &j The Metropolitan Water District of 
22 Southern California shah i 
-adopt rules& t 

26 and employees # 

3 which prohibit the funding of 
activities which mislead the uublic. 
31 C& 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 413198 
I&&-proposed in Board letter 8-4 
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15 , , 

G IN THIS SECTION SHALL PROHIBIT THE METROPOLITAN 
WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA OR ITS MEMBER PUBLIC 
AGENCIES OR THEIR BOARD MEMBERS. OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES FROM 
PARTICIPATING IN OR PROVIDING FUNDING IN A CLEARLY IDENTIFIABLE 
WAY FOR ASSOCIATIONS FORMED FOR THE PURPOSE OF UNDERTAKING 
LEGITIMATE ACTIVITIES SUCH AS ADVOCATING POSITIONS OF THOSE 
ASSOCIATIONS BEFORE LOCAL AGENCIES. THE STATE LEGISLATURE. OR 
CONGRESS. 
3 SEC. 4. Section 130.5 is added to the Metropolitan 
4 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969) 
5 to read: 
6 130.5. (a) For the purpose of reducing its reliance on 
7 surplus Colorado River water and future planned 
8 construction of facilities to transport additional water 
9 from northern California, a the-&& 
10 priority of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
11 California shall be to develop and implement 
12 COST- EFFECTIVE conservation, recycling, groundwater storage and 
13 replenishment, and alternative supply programs. To the 
14 maximum extent feasible, those programs should include 
15 the conservation of water through demand-side, as well 
16 as supply-side, strategies. 
17 (b) The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
18 California shall hold-public hearings at least everv five years to consider 
19 recommendations from its staff, water experts, 
20 environmentalists, and other interested parties with 
21 regard to the implementation of subdivision (a). 
22 (c) The Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
23 California, acting throuph its member public azencies and other local apencies with 
jurisdiction over water supplies and resources in Southern California, shall, to the 
greatest extent feasible, included all 
24 cost-effective&t&Me conservation strategies while Befisreconsidering &l ti 
25 means of acquiring water supplies. “Other means of 
26 acquiring water supplies” includes, but is not limited to, 
27 w surplus allocations from the Colorado River 
28 and possible future construction of facilities to transport 
29 additional water from northern California. 
30 (d) For the purposes of carrying out subdivision (b), 

ALL CAPS--Committee statTproposal4/3/98 
e--proposed in Board letter 8-4 



3 1 the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
32 shall consider issues relating to water availability, water 
33 quality, self-sufficiency, benefits for species and the 
34 environment, and costs, including 
35 avoided costs. 
36 (e) Nothing in this section shall preclude the exercise of any other authority by the 
Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
38 California as described in existing law, or shall result in am immirment of the 
ikktrouolitan Wder District of Southern California’s contracts. 

(c’) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION SHALL DIMINISH THE AUTHORITY 
UNDER SECTION 25 OR ANY OTHER PROVISION OF THIS ACT. 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 4/3/98 
&&-proposed in Board letter 8-4 
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1 SEC. 5. Section 130.7 is added to the Metropolitan 
2 Water District Act (Chapter 209 of the Statutes of 1969), 
3 to read: 
4 130.7. (a) The Metropolitan Water District of 
5 Southern California, in cooperation with member public 
6 agencies whose boundaries include any part of the Los 
7 Angeles River, the Water Replenishment District of 
8 Southern California, the County of Los Angeles, and the 
9 United States Army Corps of Engineers, shall participate to the extent permitted bv 

the powers and muvoses applicable to metropolitan water districts penera& in 
developing and implementing 
13 programs of groundwater recharge and replenishment, 
14 watershed management, habitat restoration, and 
15 environmentally compatible community development 
16 utilizing the resource potential of the Los Angeles River 
17 and the San Gabriel River, including stormwater runoff 
18 from these rivers. 
19 (b) Nothing in this section affects the powers, jurisdiction, 
20 purposes, or water rkhts of the Water Replenishment District of 
21 Southern California, the County of Los Angeles, the 
22 United States Army Corps of Engineers, and local aaencies whose iurisdictions 
include any part of the Los Anaeles River or the San Gabriel River. 
23 SEC. 6. Notwithstanding Section 17610 of the 
24 Government Code, if the Commission on State Mandates 
25 determines that this act contains costs mandated by the 
26 state, reimbursement to local agencies and school 
27 districts for those costs shah be made pursuant to Part 7 
28 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division 4 of Title 
29 2 of the Government Code. If the statewide cost of the 
30 claim for reimbursement does not exceed one million 
3 1 dollars (%l,OOO,OOO), reimbursement shall be made from 
32 the State Mandates Claims Fund. 
33 Notwithstanding Section 17580 of the Government 
34 Code, unless otherwise specified, the provisions of this act 
35 shah become operative on the same date that the act 
36 takes effect pursuant to the California Constitution. 

if9747 

ALL CAPS--Committee staff proposal 4/3/98 
&--proposed in Board letter 8-4 


