
Good Afternoon 

My name is David Witschger 

On July 24th and 25th, and August 2nd, I sent this Board three faxes. 

These faxes dealt with two problems I have been having with the Domenigoni Reservoir project - 
the late night blasting and the sale of my land. 

I am here today to ask for your intervention with the problem having to do with the long term 
blasting in the rock quarries that has stopped us from being able to relist our land for sale. 

During the first week of July 1995 I notified MWD via Rici Peterson that the Realtors would not 
relist our land for sale. 

The Realtors reasoning was that our land was located to close to the borrow areas and the impact 
of the blasting would make the sale of the land impossible. Even if a sale could be done the 
disclosure laws required in California would leave us open for a lawsuit. 

-. From July of 1995 until May 7th of 1996 MWD maintained that there would be no impact to us 
‘- .‘b- from your blasting. 

-.- -_ 
According.to a letter signed by John Wodraska the effects of blasting should not even be 
perceptible at our property. 

From May 8th till August 1st MWD maintained that we are hearing and feeling the blasts but 
since the EIR showed no impact nothing could be done. 

And then on August 2nd Dennis Majors quoted the Department of the Interior, Office of Surface 
Mining as allowing a maximum level of 129 DBL. During that conversation he verbally agreed to 
purchase our property if the levels exceed that threshold. 

Mr. Majors also explained that when this level is reached damage could occur to both humans and 
structures. 

This is all substantiated in the Blasting Guidance Manual issued by the US Department of the 
Interior, Office of surface mining. In addition to setting the maximum level at 129 dbl the manual 
also recommends that the levels not exceed 110 DBL. The recommendation is made to minimize 
the possibility of damage to humans and structures. 



According to monitoring which MWD and AWZ have done in the vicinity of our home the 
air-blast levels are already exceeding the recommended 110 dbl level and are not far from the 
maximum levels allowed. 

The last test that I have data from registered the airblast dbl level at 116. 
Another blast which was monitored at the outskirts of the BA registered the airblast at 125. 

In the last 13 months mwd’s story has gone from NOT PERCEPTIBLE to ALMOST 
REACHING MAXIMUM ALLOWABLE LEVELS. 

The fact is: WE HAVE BEEN IMPACTED FROM DAY 1. 

Our home is located adjacent to both parcels we were trying to sell. The floors and windows in 
our home actually rattle and shake during many of the recent blasts. The noise and airblast could 
be compared to a cannon being shot just behind our property. 

----. ? --._ In closing Jodi and I are requesting 
--.. 
- That~this board approve the purchase of out two parcels of land for the price that they 
were previou-sly.listed, This request is justified because the reservoir project has already 
stopped us from re-listing them for 13 months and the adverse conditions will continue for 
another 3 years. 

- We are also requesting that the board accept the 110 DBL level recommended by the 
Dept. of Interior, Office of Surface Mining as the new guideline for the project. This 
number is the only prudent choice that can be made. To leave the guideline set at 129 
knowing that damage could occur would be unrealistic and criminal. 

We look forward to you resolving this issue and 
Thank You very much for your time. 
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Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
P.O. Box 54153. 
Los Angeles, Ca 90054-0153 

March 6, 1996 

ATTENTION: Board Of Directors 

SUBJECT: DOMENIGONI VALLEY RESERVOIR PROJECT BLASTING 

Dear Board Members, 

I am writing this letter to ask for your assistance in resolving a problem. For the last eight months 
I have been unable to re-list two 20 acres parcels of land I have for sale. The problem is that the 
two parcels ( and a third where my home is ) are located within 3000 feet of the rock quarries 
where MWD is going to be blasting for 3 years. 

In early 1995 I learned of the blasting at a construction meeting held for the local residents. 
During the meeting the blasting was discussed and I raised the issue of the impact on my home. 
The two gentlemen leading the meeting (Luis Treaday and Chuck ?) were surprised to learn that 

,~y-homesexist@ in this area and they expressed concern about the close location of the homes 
to the rock quarries-1 was told that MWD would need to place seismic and other equipment 
around my home to determine how much vibration and noise I would feel. They told me that I 
would be contacted in late 1995 to make the arrangements. 

At that time I had the two parcels of land for sale but didn’t think about them. In July when I went 
to re-list the parcels I told the Realtor of the blasting. They refused to re-list the parcels. They 
stated that under Caliiomia real estate disclosure laws we would have to tell all potential buyers 
of the blasting and that it would be a total waste of time to try selling them. They also stated that 
if someone purchased the property and the blasting caused more vibrations and noise than 
anticipated both the Realtors and I could be sued for damages. I spoke to a lawyer who confirmed 
the concern about a potential lawsuit. 

I immediately (July 1995) contacted Rici Peterson at MWD to see what could be done to solve 
the problem. I wanted to know ifMWD would provide a letter detailing what affect the blasting 
would have. The letter would then be provided to the Realtors and hopefully relieve the concern. 
On August 30th I was told that the issue had been turned over to Dennis Majors. In late October 
Dennis told me I would have a written response in 1 to 2 weeks. Three weeks later on November 
2 1 st I left a message for Dennis that we had not received the letter. Once again I was told it 
would arrive in a few days. At about this same time I asked Jud Monroe if the Reserve 
Management Committee would be interested in my property. He said they would and he notified 
Dermis Majors that the problem was resolved and the letter was not needed. After several more 
months of delays and mis-communications I was notified on February 9th that the RMC would 
not proceed with the acquisition of my land. I immediately notified Dennis Majors that I either 
wanted the letter so I could attempt to have my land re-listed or my land purchased by MWD. I 
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was told that my land would not be purchased and once again told that I would receive the letter 
by February 23, 1996. Once again the letter never arrived. I contacted Dennis on February 25th 
he was going to check into the problem and get right back to me. Since that time I have not heard 
from Dennis or anyone else from h4WD. I have placed four additional phone calls and they have 
not been returned. 

For the last eight months I have been patient, and courteous. This problem is now entering into 
it’s 9 month and I have yet to receive any paperwork discussing what impact the blasting is going 
to have on my property and house. I cannot even get a phone call returned. 

I am asking for your intervention in this problem as a last resort. If1 can provide any more 
information please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

David Witschger 
P.O. Box 3 10 
Winchester, CA. 92596 
(909) 2024687 Home 
(909) 358-3071 Work 



Metropolitan Water District of Southern California July 24, 1996 
P.O. Box 54153 
Los Angeles, Ca 90054-o 153 

ATTENTION: Board of Directors 

SUBJECT: DOMENIGONI VALLEY RESERVOIR PROJECT BLASTING 

Dear Board Members, 

My wife and I are sending you this letter as a plea for immediate assistance. On Monday, July 
22nd, the reservoir project added a second 10 hour shift to the project. That same night the 
project started blasting around the clock. The blasting sounds like someone is standing outside 
our house and shooting a shotgun. With each late evening blast we are once again awakened. 

Tuesday morning I placed an urgent call to Bruce Phillips at the MWD project office. He is the 
person at MWD who has contacted us in the past with issues relating to blasting. He said he 
would immediately notify his superiors of this problem. I also placed a call to Dennis Majors. 
Dennis’s secretary notified him of the problem and that I was on the phone. She then told me that 
Dennis would call me back in 30 minutes. I finally spoke to Dennis at 5:00 P.M.(after placing 
several more calls to him). I told Dennis of the noise problem and that it was impossible for us to 
sleep through the blasting. Dennis said he would check into the situation and call me back on 
Wednesday. As has been my ongoing experience with Dennis, I received no call on Wednesday. It 

isnow8i30 Wednesday evening and the blasting is still going on. The last blast was around 7:00 
P.M.. 

We urgently request that all blasting be stopped between the hours of 8:00 P.M.and 6:00 AM. 
until your engineers can find a way to stop the severe noise problem. 

I also have a second problem that I need to bring to the Board’s attention. This matter has to do 
with our inability to relist our land for sale because of it’s proximity to the rock quarries. On 
March 6th I sent the Board a request for assistance in resolving this problem (see attachment A). 
Your resulting intervention got Dennis Majors attention and he has been a “little” more responsive 
in communicating with us. 

It has now been thirteen months since I originally notified MWD of the problem and no resolution 
is in sight. 

Dennis is fully aware of the noise and air shock overblast that we have been feeling from the daily 
rock quarry blasting. His own staff has told him and us that the noise levels are a problem. We 
have also been told this by members of AWZ construction. Both parties have been on sight to 
witness the problems first hand. And yet, as late as Monday afternoon, Dennis told me that per 
the EIR we will not be impacted by any blasting and there is little that he can do to solve 



the issue. He suggested at that time that maybe I need to consider the representation of a lawyer in regards 
to INVERSE CONDEMNATION. While I have considered this option before, it is not one I take lightly. 

I have been trying to resolve this issue with MWD without this extreme step. Since Dennis is either unable 
or unwilling to bring this problem to a resolution I am appealing to the Board that someone else be 
appointed to resolve it in a professional and timely manner. 

In closing, I would like to say that I am amazed that Dennis allowed the around the clock blasting to start. 
We already had an outstanding noise issue from the rock quarry blasting. He had to know that the blasting 
would wake us up at night. He did not even have the courtesy to notify us or the other residents that the 
extended blasting would begin. We were all told at the construction meetings that all blasting would be 
between the hours of 2:00 P.M. and 7:00 P.M. 

If this letter sounds like I am very frustrated it is because I am. I am also very tired. Please put a stop to 
the late night blasting and help us resolve the issue regarding our land sale. 

_- -\_ _ __r -- -- Sincerely, 
-- _-_ c__ 

David Witschger 
P.O. Box 3 10 
Winchester Ca. 92596 
(909) 202-4687 Home 
(909) 358-3071 Work 



Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
P.O. Box 54153 
Los Angeles, Ca 90054-0153 

July 25, 1996 

ATTENTION: Board of Directors 

Subject: DOMENIGONI VALLEY RESERVOIR PROJECT BLASTNG 

Dear Board Members, 

I just finished a conversation with Dennis Majors regarding the night time blasting (8:05 A.M.). I 
was told that a portable baflle would be installed to reduce the noise. Dennis would not assure me 
that the baffle would solve the problem. When asked what happens if the bafIle is not sufficient I 
was told the blasting will not be halted. The project will not be impacted regardless of it’s impact 
on the community or residents.. 

--- ---.-__ _._ 
“~Iarri-asking--the.Bpard to stop all blasting past 8:00 P.M. until the baffle is INSTALLED, 

TESTED, and PROVEN T-0 WORK.. The testing should take place during daytime hours when 
my wife or I can monitor the noise from our house, If the noise level is not reduced to a level 
where we can sleep at night the evening BLASTING MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO 
RESTART. 

I would appreciate it if someone could let me know what action the Board chooses to take on this 
issue. 

Sincerely 

David Witschger 
P.O. Box 310 
Winchester Ca. 92596 
(909) 202-4687 Home 
(909) 358-3071 Work 
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Date: 

DAVID WITSCHGER 
FRIDAY AUGUST 2ND, 1996 

Fax number: 909-358-3389 

-__ Phone : 909-358-3071 
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Subject: Ongoing problem. 



Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 
P.O. Box 54153 
Los Angeles, CA 90054-o 153 

August 2, 1996 

ATTENTION: Dermis Majors 

SUBJECT: Domenigoni Valley Reservoir Project Blasting 

Dear Mr. Majors, 

We had discussed my continuing problem with noise from the tunnel blasting earlier in the week. As I had 
explained, my wife and I are still hearing the blasting from the tunnel which occurs numerous times during the 
day and night. The baffle has helped in that the noise has been reduced and we do not hear everyone of the blasts 
on a clear day. However, as I had told you in our conversation, some of the blasts we hear loud and clear such 
as the tunnel blast which occurred last Friday night at 9:00 PM. I believe this was due to the heavy cloud cover 
from thunderstorms in our area, but this leaves me very concerned about what will happen this winter when 
clouds are much more~prevalent. 

-- 

--Since our last conversation, there have also been additional changes to blasting at the reservoir which impacts 
our property even more. On Wednesday, July 3 1, at 4:53 PM there was a blast in BA2. My wife was standing in 
our living room at that time and she thought we had a small earthquake because the floor in our home vibrated 
along with the noise from the blast. I have spoken to Bruce Phillips at the West Dam Office and he confirmed it 
was a BA Blast. According to Bruce, the contractor has modified the way they are “loading the charge” and the 
“pounds per delay”. 

The constant modifications that are made to the blasting schedules, size of charges, blasting techniques, etc. 
effect me and also increase the legal problems I face selling my property. The fact that your project is constantly 
changing blasting times and procedures, makes it impossible for me to disclose correct and truthful information 
to potential buyers. Therefore, I run the risk of lawsuit from a potential buyer due to your project. The lack of 
solid, honest information from MET about the blasting has been demonstrated time and time again. 

The tunnel blasting which occurs throughout the day and night is contradictory to what the 
residents were told would happen. This information was found out during the first night of 
“around the clock blasting” since we were unable to sleep. 

We were told on July 25th that monitoring of the blast on the following day would take place 
because the size of the blast charges used in the BA’s would be increased 25% to 30% in size. 
This blast caused seismic activity to be recorded. Prior to this July 25th we were told the charges 
would not be any larger than the first blast that was monitored on May 8th. 

A modification was made to the blasting techniques used by AWZ construction on July 3 1 st in the 
BA’s which caused significant vibrations within the house. This was well above what we had been 
told to expect and once again, we received no prior notification of this change. 
We were informed that BA blasting would be conducted between the hours of 2:30 PM and 6:30 
PM, however the last monitored test was conducted at 11:30 AM. 



“, You have requested that I allow MWD to continuously monitor “noise levels” at my property. My understanding 
is that if the noise levels are exceeding the legal limits, MWD will consider options to purchase my land. If the 
noise levels are below legal limits, nothing further will be done. As we have already discussed, the problem is the 
result of Noise, as well as Air Pressure Over-Shock, Vibrations, and the continuous changes that are made to the 
project which result in unknown factors. Your monitoring for noise over a week or two may provide some 
details, however MET’s constant changes in blasting techniques, increased load sizes, etc. would cause this data 
to be outdated before it could be analyzed. While I appreciate your efforts, I do not believe that your suggestion 
for monitoring will produce any concrete information and only add to the lack of progress we have made during 
the past 13 months. 

As you are aware, I have requested the Board of Directors to intervene in both the evening tunnel blasting and 
the ongoing effect the project has had on my ability to list and sell my 2 parcels of land. I trust that the Board 
will consider appointing someone to work with us on resolving this problem. Someone who will look at all 
factors affecting us (not just noise). 

Sincerely, 

Dave Wrtschger 
PO Box 310 
Wmchester, CA 92596 
(909) 202-4687 Home 
(909) 358-3071 Work 

CC: Board of Directors 
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March 12, 1996 

Mr. David Witschger 
P-0. Box 310 
Winchester, California 92596 

Dear Mr. Witschger: 

Eastside Reservoir Project Blastinq 

Metropolitan is in receipt of your letter of March 6, 1996 which 
has been referred to me for my response. We wish to assure you that your 
concerns are of utmost importance to our organization. 

AS you may be aware, Metropolitan has conducted a number of test 
blasts in the valley to examine the characteristics of rock materials, 

-. including a test blast in the rock borrow area closest to your property. 
Measurements made at the time of this blast suggested that the effects of 
the blast would not be perceptible at your property. 

We are conducting additional analysis to review the effects cf 
'- -- -. ___ _ these conditions, and to develop a rock borrow program which minimizes 

‘tie perception of the work outside the project boundaries. Upon 
completion of this review, Metropolitan would be pleased to meet with you 
to provide further information on our rock borrow operations as it 
relates to your property. 

Metropolitan is vitally interested in being a good neighbor and 
regrets any inconvenience you have experienced in obtaining information 
for the sale of your property. Please be assured that future 
communications between Metropolitan and yourself will be given the 
highest priority. 

Very truly yours, 

Wodraska 
eneral Manager 

m/dhl 
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