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Subject: Resolution to Support Proposition 204: The Safe, Clean, Reliable Water Supply 
Act 

RECOMMENDATION(S) 

It is recommended that the Board of Directors adopt the attached resolution 
supporting Proposition 204. The resolution is attached as Exhibit A. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

On February 13, 1996, your Board adopted a position supporting SB 900 (The 
Safe, Clean, Reliable Water Supply Act of 1996), if amended consistent with Board-approved 
policy principles. After considerable negotiation and agreement among a wide coalition of urban 
water, agricultural, environmental, and business interests, SB 900 was redrafted consistent with 
Metropolitan’s policy principles to provide a total of $995 million in general obligation bond 
funding. SB 900 was subsequently passed by the California legislature and signed by Governor 
Wilson on July 11, 1996. Designated Proposition 204 by the Secretary of State, it will appear on 
the November 1996 ballot. 

DETAILED REPORT 

The largest and most significant bond measure on water in 36 years, Proposition 
204 would fund clean water, recycling, Bay-Delta ecosystem restoration, and other programs. 
These programs are described in attached Exhibit B. 
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Proposition 204 would provide direct benefits to the Bay-Delta Estuary by 
authorizing bond funds to pay for the public general obligation share of the Environmental 
Restoration Plan and other ecosystem restoration actions. These actions will take place 
independent of the CALFED solution recommendation. Proposition 204 would also provide 
bond funding for a variety of other projects which would benefit Metropolitan’s service area. 
Fundable projects include grants and loans for water recycling, flood control, river parkways, 
wastewater treatment, watershed rehabilitation, seawater intrusion, and other programs. 
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THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT 
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

RESOLUTION No. 8 5 0 2 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
OF THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT 

OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
ADOPTING A POSITION OF SUPPORT FOR 

PROPOSITION 204, 
THE SAFE, CLEAN, RELIABLE WATER SUPPLY ACT 

WHEREAS, all Californians depend on a reliable and affordable supply of high quality 

water for meeting public health requirements, as well as environmental and recreational needs; and 

WHEREAS, a reliable source of water is necessary to fuel the state’s $750 billion 

economy, ensuring that businesses stay in California and attracting new business to the state; and 

WHEREAS, the Sacramento/San Joaquin Bay-Delta serves as the heart of California’s 

water system, providing water to two-thirds of the state’s 30 million residents and irrigating 45% 

of the nation’s fruits and vegetables; and 

WHEREAS, the Bay-Delta serves as the West coast’s largest estuary, providing a unique 

habitat for more than 1200 species of fish and wildlife; and 
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WHEREAS, the conflicting needs of people and the environment have “broken” the 

Bay-Delta, decreasing water supply reliability and degrading water quality; and 

WHEREAS, restoring the Bay-Delta’s habitat would maintain water quality and help 

alleviate state and federal regulatory pressures, ensuring a more predictable and reliable water 

supply for the State Water Project; and 

WHEREAS, Proposition 204 would fund $995 million for clean water and water 

recycling, water supply reliability, Delta improvements, the CALFED Bay-Delta Ecosystem 

Restoration Program, and flood control; 

WHEREAS, a diverse group of urban, agricultural, environmental, and business interests 

has worked with the legislature to develop Proposition 204; and 

WHEREAS, Proposition 204, a general obligation bond measure, would provide 

California’s share that, together with federal matching funds, would help finance CALFED 

environmental restoration programs to restore a healthy Bay-Delta, which benefits the entire 

state’s economic vitality. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Water District of 

Southern California does hereby resolve, determine and order as follows: 

That Proposition 204, The Safe, Clean, Reliable Water Supply Act, provides funding for 

statewide water improvements including CALFED environmental restoration programs which will 

be the first steps in laying the foundation for providing a long-term solution to the problems of the 

Bay-Delta; and on that basis hereby supports Proposition 204. 
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1 HEREBY CERTIFY that the following is a full, true and correct copy of the Resolution 

adopted by the Board of Directors of The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California at 

its meeting held on August 20, 1996. 

Executive Secretary 
The Metropolitan Water District 

of Southern California 
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