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Subject. 

Partnership for Safe Water 

I Report 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 
has agreed to pursue a voluntary partnership program with a 
number of national drinking water associations. The goal is 
to optimize conventional treatment process performance to 
reduce risk due to Crvptosporidium, Giardia, and other 
microbial contaminants. This program was necessitated due 
to uncertainties regarding control of Cryptosporidium and 
other emerging microbial contaminants and difficulties and 
delays caused by a regulatory approach to protect surface 
water supplies from these contaminants. This effort, named 
the "Partnership for Safe Water," (partnership program) has 
received the direct support of Robert Perciasepe, USEPA's 
Assistant Administrator for Water. 

The partnership program includes planned 
partnership agreements between USEPA, national associations, 
and individual utilities and focuses on four components: 1) 
commitment to basic program requirements for eligible public 
water systems; 2) data collection and analysis; 3) self 
assessment of treatment plant performance and voluntary 
corrective actions; and, 4) third party or peer assessment 
of treatment plant performance and voluntary corrective 
actions. Attached is a letter from the Association of 
Metropolitan Water Agencies (AWWA) to its members and 
subscribers which briefly describes the purpose of each of 
the four components (Attachment A). Many of the'measures 
that might result from the voluntary partnerships have 
already been implemented by Metropolitan. The primary 
measure, optimized treatment, was implemented by 
Metropolitan in 1989. Monitoring the turbidity at each 
filter in our treatment plants, another measure, was 
implemented in 1992/93. Any additional measures that might 
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help reduce Cryptosporidium risk but would also cost money 
would be voluntary and subject to Board review and approval. 

Metropolitan intends to enthusiastically support 
the concept of the Partnership for Safe Water and will 
become a charter member (our participation forms to AMWA and 
AWWA are shown in Attachment B). This concept ties in with 
Metropolitan's source protection efforts, our support for 
voluntary partnerships with USEPA, and our own 
Crvptosporidium Action Plan which is underway and which has 
a strong treatment component. The partnership program gives 
Metropolitan the opportunity to participate in the on-going 
process of "reinventing the USEPA." Finally, the 
partnership approach provides a non-regulatory approach to 
immediately address health concerns associated with 
organisms such as Crvptosporidium until the state of science 
regarding microbial monitoring and control is fully 
developed. 

The partnership program presents an opportunity to 
proactively provide increased public health protection. In 
return for participation, USEPA would provide an 
\\Administrator's Certificate of RecognitioV to a 
participating utility. Hence, there would be a positive 
incentive rather than a regulatory mandate to reduce 
Crvptosporidium risks. 

Recommendation 

For information only. 

John R. Wodraska 
General Manager 

Submitted by: 

By-k244L&* 
Mark D. Beuhler 
Director of Water Quality 

General Manager 
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ASSQCIATION OF METROPOLITAN WATER AGENCIES 

Total Number of Paaes * . 

TO: AMWA !Members and Subscribers 

FROM: Diane VanDe Hei 

DATE: March 0,1995 

SU BJECT: for Safe Water: tnitial Program Membership; Replies 
by March 20, 1995 

AMWA is joining witq EPA and other water supply associations In the “Partnership for 
Safe Water,” a volun ary program in which individual water systems seek to optimize 
filtration processes f r microbial pathogen removal. Please consider making a 
preliminary commit 

i returning the attache 
nt for your system to participate in the program by signing and 

20,1995. i 
form to the AMWA National Office by fax not later than March 

The program will be 
Ii 

nnounced by EPA Administrator Carol Browner at a March 29 
press conference to 
Regulatory Confere 

Yt 

e held in conjunction with the AMWA 1995 Legislative and 
e, 

Browner and the 
The initial goal for the program kick-off Is to allow Ms. 

pa : icipating associations to announce the “Partnership” along with a 
.a prelimlnaty number 

the total population 
t 

f water systems that make initial commitments to the program and 

individually listed in 
en/cd by those systems. Additionally, each system would be 

local release. 
he press packets and provided press materials for simultaneous 

, 

The following mater@ provides information on the objectives and benefits of the 
program, an overvie of the program elements agreed to by AMWA, EPA and other 

I participating Nation r ,I Organizations, and an Initial Agreement Form to return by fax. 

1717 K Street, N.W., Sud 1102 l Washington, D.C. 20036 l Telephone: (202) 331-2820 FAX (202) 785-1845 
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Partnership for Safe Water 
Overview 

Program Objective Statemknt: The purpose of the Partnership for Safe Water is to encourage U. S. water 
suppliers (in addition to meeting all requirements of the Surface Water Treatment Rule) to survey their facilities, 
treatment processes, operating and maintenance procedures, operator training, and management oversight 
practices to identify areas th* will enhance the water system’s ability to prevent entry of Cryptosporidium, Giardja 
and other microbial contamin@nts to treated water, and to voluntarily implement those actions that are appropriate 
for the system. 

in the face of the uncertainties regarding the control of Cryptosporldlum and 
the difficulties inherent in the Information Collection Rule and promulgation of the 

Interim Enhanced Surface W+ter Treatment Rule, the Partnership for Safe Water seeks to safeguard surface water 
supplies around the country $nd demonsMe to the American public that the Federal government and local water 
suppliers can work together iq harmony to protect drinking water supplies. 

Program Elements: There/ are four phases of participation by water suppliers in the “Partnership for Safe 
Water’ Program. 

Phase - I: Commitment 
eligibility requirements of th 

Basic Program Requirements: Public Water Supply Systems meeting the 

Partnership for Safe Water P 
Partnership and joining the program are “Partners” and authorized to use the 

with the Surface Water Treat r 
gram Logo. Basic eligibility requirements are that a system has been in compliance 
ent Rule for the past 6 months and commits to pursue further stages of the program 

through at least the self-asse$sment (Phase - III) stage. Partners will receive a Partnership for Safe Water Program 
Certificate of Participation. 

Phase - ii: Data Collectlo 

administrative factors design 
of open ended questions dealing with design, operating, maintenance and 

be provided by the program 
d to assist in identifying performance limiting factors. A Self-Assessment Guide will 

technical information and 
Additionally, the program will provide a Self-Assessment Tool Kit which provides 

r 

Phase - III: Self-Assess ent and Correction: Upon completion of Phase - Ii, Partners will undertake a 
self-assessment which is ba ed on EPA’s Composite Correction Program (CCP). The self-assessment starts with 
the data collected under P 
evaluation, and identificatio 

ase - ii and proceeds through a performance assessment, a major unit process 

construction or major caplt 
assessment consists of a s 

I expenditures are undertaken by the system to the extent feasible. The self- 

i: 

and correction of performance limlting factors. Corrective actions short of major 

rles 

Upon completion of Phase 
ferences to assist in answering the Guide’s open-ended assessment questions. 

Assessment Committee, the 
iii and review and approval of a completion report by the Program Effectiveness 

Recognition’. 
ater supplier will be presented a Partnership for Safe Water “Director’s Certificate of 

Phase - IV: IV consists of completion of a third party 
(CCP), an assessment process which was 

effective at improving performance. The CCP 
but encompasses an Independent and more 

to complete the Phase, but limited to 
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lnltial Agreement 

; Partnership for Sate Water 
Working Tpgether to Protect America’s Drinking Water 

In recognition toat: 

of Cryptosporidium and other emerging 
Information Collection Rule and 

Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule, the Partnership 
surface water supplies around the country and 

And that: 

for Safe Water is to encourage U. S. water suppfiers 
of the Surface Water Treatment Rule) to survey 

procedures, operator 
will enhance the 

our interest in the Partnership for Safe 
commitment to join the program based on the 

Please forward final artnership Agreement materials to the undersigned as soon as 
they are available. ur final commitment to the Partnership will be based on our 
review and accepta e of the final Partnership Agreement and materials. 

System Name: Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

Population Served: '16 Million 

Director’s Name; John R. Wodraska, General Manager 

contact Name: Mark D. Beuhler, Director of Water Quality 

Contact Address: P.O. Box 54153, Los Anqeles, CA. 90054-0153 

Contact Telephone: (233) 217-6647 Fax: 1213) 217-6951 

Signature: a, Date: 3/16/95 

Please fax to th$ AMWA National Office at (202) 7851845 by March 20, 1996 
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Working .Together to Protect America’s Drinking Water 

In rf3cogdtion that: 

Given the uncertainties regarding the control of Cryprosp~tidim and other emerging pathogens, md the 
di,&ulties inherent in the Information Collection Kule and promulgation of the Interim Enhanced Surf&x Water 
Treatment Rule, the Partnership for Safe Water seeks to safeguard surf” water supplies around the country 
and demonstrate to the American Public that the Federal government and local water suppliers can work 
together in harmony to prutect drinking water supplies. 

And that: 

The purpose of the Partnership for Safe Water is to encourage U.S. water suppliers (In addition to meeting all 
requirements of the Surface Water Treatment Rule) to suwey their facilities, treatment proccxscs, operating 
and maintenance procedures, operator training, and management oversight practices to identify areas that will 
cnhancc the water system’s ability to prevent entry of C~ptuspwidhm, Giardia and other microbial 
contaminants to treated water, and to voluntarily implement those actions that are appropriate for th? system. 

Therefore, we the undersigned express our interest in the Partnership for Safe Water Program, and make a 
preliminary commitment: to join the program based on the initial program makriab provided. 

Please forward fmal Partnership Agreement materials to the undetimed as soon as they are available. Our 
final commitment to the Fartnexship will be bas& on our review and acceptance of the fin& lpartn~s~p 
Agreement and materials. 

Sys~mName: Metrotmlitan Water District of Southern California 

Population Served: 16 Million 

Director’s Name- = ;r&.n R. Wodraska,Gencg& ,Manaqer 

Contact Name: Mark D. Beuhler, Director of Water Quality 

Contact Address: P.O. BOX 54153, Los Anqeles, California 90054-0153 

Contact Telephone: (213) 217-6647 FAX: (213) 217-6951 

Signature: I%&: March 16, 1995 

This utility aho responded to ’ AMWA tl 17 NAWC q Neither 
P 

Please Fax to: Jon DeBoer 
Director, Technical and information Division 
AWWA 
6666 W. Quincy Avenue, Denvw, CO 80235 
Phone: (303) 347-6169 
Fax: (303) 795-1440 

I . --. 


