
THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

MINUTES 
 

COMMUNICATIONS AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEE 
 

October 9, 2017 
 

 

Chair Kurtz called the meeting to order at 1:47 p.m. in Committee Room 2-456 at Metropolitan’s 

Headquarters. 

 

Members present:  Chair Kurtz, Vice Chair Gray, Directors Abdo, Ackerman, Galleano, Gold, 

Lefevre (entered at 1:49 p.m.), Lewinger, Morris, Murray, Peterson, Saxod. 

 

Member absent:  Directors Ballin, Barbre and Camacho, and Vasquez-Wilson. 

 

Other Board Members present:  Board Chairman Record, Directors Dake, Dear, Hogan, 

McKenney, Steiner, and Treviño. 

 

Staff present:  A. Acuña, Arakawa, Atkins, Beatty, G. Breaux, J. Carrillo, Coffey, Cole, 

Donovan, J. Green, Hasencamp, Hightower, Kightlinger, Kuo Brinton, T. Lee, Y. Martinez, 

McLaughlin, McNutt, Patterson, Philp, N. Purkiss, Rojo, Schaffer, Scully, Sims, Stites, 

Upadhyay, Von Haam, E. Wong, and Zinke. 

 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded. 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE COMMUNICATIONS AND 

LEGISLATION COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 

 

Motion: Carried 

Moved:  Director Morris Seconded:  Director Lewinger 

Ayes: Chair Kurtz, Vice Chair Gray, Directors Abdo, Ackerman, Galleano, Gold, 

Lewinger, Morris, Murray, Peterson, and Saxod. 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None 

Absent: Directors Ballin, Barbre, Camacho, Lefevre, and Vasquez-Wilson. 

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstain and 5 absent. 
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 Directors Lefevre (entered at 1:49 p.m.) 

 

 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION 

 

None 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

8-2 Subject: Adopt CEQA determination and express support, if amended, for 

S.  1272 (Feinstein, D-CA) – Drone Federalism Act of 2017 

 

Presented by: Brad Coffey, Assistant Group Manager, Water System Operations 

 

Motion: 

 

Adopt the CEQA determination that the proposed action is not 

defined as a project and is not subject to CEQA, and Authorize the 

General Manager to express support, if amended, for S. 1272. 

 

Moved:  Director Morris Seconded: Director Murray 

Ayes: Chair Kurtz , Vice Chair Gray, Directors Abdo, Ackerman, Galleano, Gold, Lefevre, 

Lewinger, Morris, Murray, Peterson, and Saxod 

Noes: None 

Abstentions: None  

Absent: Directors Ballin, Barbre, Camacho, and Vasquez-Wilson 

 

The motion passed by a vote of 12 ayes, 0 noes, 0 abstain, and 4 absent. 

 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

 

a. Subject: Report on activities from Washington, D.C. 

 

Presented by: Nathan Purkiss, Section Manager, Legislative Services 

 

Mr. Hiltscher was out of the office; in his absence, Mr. Purkiss gave the Washington, 
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D.C. report on following items: 

 

 Framework for a House infrastructure bill 

 ESA reform legislation 

 Migrating Marine Endangered Species reform bill 

 White House nominations and Senate confirmation activity 

 Federal legislative calendar items 

 

 

b. Subject: Report on activities from Sacramento 

 

Presented by: Kathy Cole, Executive Legislative Representative 

 

Ms. Cole reported on state matters which included: 

 

 Update on State Legislation including SB 231 (Hertzberg, D-Los Angeles) and 

AB 574 (Quirk, D-Hayward) 

 2018 Water/Parks Bonds 

 Public goods charge on water 

 Legislation of interest to Metropolitan – AB 746 (Fletcher, D-San Diego); 

AB 313 (Gray, D-Merced); and SB 49 (DeLeon, D-Los Angeles) 

 Legislative calendar 

 

 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORT 

 

a. Subject: External Affairs Management Report 

 

Presented by: Sue Sims, Group Manager, External Affairs 

 

Ms. Sims reported on the following items: 

 

 Governor Brown’s visit on October 5 

 Rebuilt rebate program web site page 

 H2Love Campaign is continuing into the fall 

 Water Professionals Appreciation Week 

 Demonstration project 

 Community Partnering Program’s events 

 

 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 
 

Chair Kurtz and Director Murray requested background information about EPA Assistant 

Administrator for Water Nominee, David Ross. 
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9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

None 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on November 13, 2017. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:23 p.m. 

 

 

Cynthia Kurtz 

Chair 


