
 

 

THE METROPOLITAN WATER DISTRICT OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

 

MINUTES 

 

WATER PLANNING AND STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

OCTOBER 9, 2017 

 

 

Chair Gray called the meeting to order at 11:07 a.m. in Committee Room 2-456 at Metropolitan's 

Headquarters. 

 

Committee Members present:  Chair Gray and Vice Chairman Atwater, Directors Abdo, 

Ackerman, Camacho (entered at 11:40 a.m.), DeJesus, Dick, Lewinger, Morris, Paskett, 

Peterson, and Steiner.   

 

Committee Members absent: Directors Quiñonez and Wunderlich. 

 

Other Directors present:  Board Chairman Record, Directors Beard, Cordero, Dake, Dear, 

Faessel, Galleano, Gold, Hogan, Kurtz, Lefevre, McKenney, Murray, Saxod, Treviño, and 

Vasquez-Wilson. 

 

Staff present:  Alonzo, Arakawa, Atkins, Beatty, Benito, Bradshaw, Breaux, R. Castro, Coffey, 

K. Cole, Donhoff, Goshi, J. Green, Hasencamp, Horton, Hughes, Kear, Kightlinger, T. Lee, B. 

McDonnell, Mares, Munguia, Nevills, Neudeck, Nobriga, Patterson, Philp, Pitman, Polyzos, 

Rosset, R. Roth, Safely, Schaffer, Schlotterbeck, Scully, Shraibati, Sims, Stites, Teraoka, 

Tonsick, Upadhyay, Velasco, von Haam, West, Westford, E. Wong, Yamasaki, and Zinke. 

 

1. OPPORTUNITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC TO ADDRESS THE 

COMMITTEE ON MATTERS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE'S JURISDICTION 

 

No members responded. 

 

 

2. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 

a. Approval of the Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the Special Committee on Bay-Delta and 

Water Planning and Stewardship Committee held on August 14, 2017 (subject to 

additional approval by the Special Committee on Bay-Delta) 

 

Motion:  Director Morris   Seconded: Steiner 

Ayes: Directors Abdo, Ackerman, Atwater, De Jesus, Dick, Gray, Lewinger, 

Morris, Paskett, Peterson, and Steiner. 

Absent: Directors Camacho, Quiñonez, and Wunderlich 

The motion passed by a vote of 11 ayes, and 3 absent. 
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b. Approval of the Minutes of the Water Planning and Stewardship Committee held 

September 11, 2017 

 

Motion:  Director Morris    Seconded: Steiner 

Ayes: Directors Abdo, Ackerman, De Jesus, Gray, Lewinger, Morris, Paskett, 

Peterson, and Steiner. 

Abstentions: Directors Atwater and Dick. 

Absent: Directors Camacho, Quiñonez, and Wunderlich.  

The motion passed by a vote of 9 ayes, 3 absent, and 2 abstain. 
 

 

3. CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – ACTION  

 

None 

 

 

4. OTHER BOARD ITEMS – ACTION 

 

None 

 

 

5. BOARD INFORMATION ITEMS 

None 

 

 

6. COMMITTEE ITEMS 

 

 

a. Subject: Presentation by California Fish and Wildlife Director 

Charles Bonham on California EcoRestore and Bay-Delta 

Restoration Efforts 

 

 Mr. Bonham provided a detailed oral presentation of the California 

EcoRestore and Bay-Delta restoration efforts and he reviewed the 

Brown Administration’s accomplishments. 

 

Following his presentation, Mr. Bonham answered questions 

relating to existing biological opinion requirements, anticipated 

EcoRestore funding commitments, risks associated with climate 

change for biological diversity, and the concept of reconciliation 

ecology.  

 

Mr. Bonham provided two handouts for the committee members.  
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b. Subject: Water Surplus and Drought Management Update 

 

Presented by: Demetri J. Polyzos, Sr. Engineer, Imported Water Supply Unit 

 

Deven Upadhyay, Manager, Water Resource Management made brief remarks and 

noted that, in the interest of time, this presentation would go into storage management.  

He stated that it would not include 2016/17 water year information or supply and 

demand balances, but he explained that the information could be found in the Water 

Supply and Drought Management Report.  

 

Mr. Polyzos discussed Metropolitan’s plan for managing water supplies and actions to 

maximize storage.  He also provided updates on the Colorado River, State Water 

Project, and in-region water supplies.  

 

Staff responded to questions regarding additional put locations and water banking 

programs, cyclic amounts and replenishment, adjustments and early repayment of 

borrowing from other agencies, 2018 water storage projections, groundwater storage 

projects and limitations, and carryover storage.  

 

 

7. MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

 

a. Subject: Bay-Delta Matters  

 

Presented by: 

 

Roger Patterson, Assistant General Manager Strategic Water 

Initiatives 
  

Mr. Patterson gave an update on Bay Delta activity.  

 

He responded to questions regarding California WaterFix 

participation, State Water Project exchanges, and voting on funding 

obligations by participating agencies. 

 

b. Subject: Colorado River Matters 

 

Presented by: Bill Hasencamp, Manager, Colorado River Resources 

 

 Mr. Hasencamp reported on Colorado River activity. 

 

c. Subject: Water Resource Management Manager’s report  

 

Presented by: 

 

Deven N. Upadhyay, Manager, Water Resource Management  

 Mr. Upadhyay gave an update on San Diego County Water 
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Authority v. Metropolitan Water District [rate litigation] and noted 

that, in light of the court of appeal’s decision, the rate structure 

integrity provision will not be included in future local resources and 

conservation agreements.  He also gave an update on the progress 

of repairs to the Lake Oroville spillway.  

 

He responded to questions regarding current fire conditions in the 

area as they relate to potential operational impacts and to a 

scheduled tour.  

 

 

8. FOLLOW-UP ITEMS 

None 

 

 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 

Next meeting will be held on November 13, 2017.  

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:22 p.m.  

 

 

 

Gloria Gray 

Chair 


